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City of 
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Huntington Area Recreational Trails Association

Developing trails. 
Promoting awareness. 
Helping people live 
healthier lives.

Huntington Area 
Recreational Trails 
Association, Inc.

HARTA was founded in April 2014 
with the mission to promote 
the development of a network 
of local and regional multi-use 
trails and greenways throughout 
the City of Huntington and 
greater Huntington area. We’re 
also dedicated to bringing more 
awareness of the Huntington 
County trail system and helping 
people become more healthy.

11 W State Street
P.O. Box 5005
Huntington, IN 46750

harta-gotrails.org
info@harta-gotrails.org

GETTING INVOLVED
It’s easy to show your support for 
trails! Volunteering, donating, 
advocating for trail initiatives with 
our elected officials, and even 
simply using the trails—these are all 
great ways to further our mission of 
growing our local trail network.

You can learn more and get involved 
at harta-gotrails.org
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Huntington Area Recreational Trails Association

Developing trails. 
Promoting awareness. 
Helping people live 
healthier lives.

Huntington Area 
Recreational Trails 
Association, Inc.

HARTA was founded in April 2014 
with the mission to promote 
the development of a network 
of local and regional multi-use 
trails and greenways throughout 
the City of Huntington and 
greater Huntington area. We’re 
also dedicated to bringing more 
awareness of the Huntington 
County trail system and helping 
people become more healthy.

11 W State Street
P.O. Box 5005
Huntington, IN 46750

harta-gotrails.org
info@harta-gotrails.org

GETTING INVOLVED
It’s easy to show your support for 
trails! Volunteering, donating, 
advocating for trail initiatives with 
our elected officials, and even 
simply using the trails—these are all 
great ways to further our mission of 
growing our local trail network.

You can learn more and get involved 
at harta-gotrails.org
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RESTROOMS OVERLOOK  
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USING THIS MAP
Click or Tap circles on the map to learn about each species!

1Z Chinkapin Oak

2A Sugar Maple*

3M Kentucky Coffeetree

4Z Bur Oak

5P Sweet Gum*

6A Red Maple*

7J Cockspur Hawthorn

8T American Hop Hornbeam*

9R Crabapple

10AC Siberian Elm

11Q Tulip Tree*

12E Shagbark Hickory

13W American Sycamore

14Z Black Oak

15G Eastern Redbud*

16O Red Cedar

17Z Red Oak*

18Z Shumard Oak

19AC American Elm

20C River Birch

21B Serviceberry*

22AB Bald Cypress

23Z Pin Oak

24Z Swamp White Oak

25D American Hornbeam

26H Yellowwood

27Z Shingle Oak

28V Eastern White Pine

29I Pagoda Dogwood

30K American Beech

31A Freeman Maple

32U Norway Spruce

33F Common Hackberry

34A Boxelder Maple

COMMON NAME is indicated by the corresponding number.

Neighborhood Tree Planting Program

Trees marked on the above list with an asterisk (*) or on the map 
with a blue circle (    ) are eligible for Huntington’s Neighborhood 
Tree Planting Program. These approved trees can be planted — at 
no cost to you! — near your home or business along the rights-of-
way of city streets and the adjacent tree lawn. Call (260) 356-1400 
ext. 2021 for more information.

TRAIL
LOOP

ARBORETUM  
GROUNDS

N

Find these tree species on the Trail Loop.

35A Silver Maple

36E Bitternut Hickory

37L Honey Locust

38N Black Walnut

39S White Mulberry

40X Cottonwood

41X Quaking Aspen

42Y Black Cherry

43Z White Oak

44AA Smooth Sumac

GENUS is indicated by the corresponding letter.

A Acer

B Amelanchier

C Betula

D Carpinus

E Carya

F Celtis

G Cercis

H Cladrastris

I Cornus

J Crataegus

K Fagus

L Gleditsia

M Gymnocladus

N Juglans

O Juniperus

P Liquidambar

Q Liriodendron

R Malus

S Morus

T Ostrya

U Picea

V Pinus

W Platanus

X Populus

Y Prunus

Z Quercus

AA Rhus

AB Taxodium

AC Ulmus

41X

44AA

35A

38N

40X

37L

36E

39S

42Y

43Z DISC GOLF 
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https://www.huntington.in.us/city/topic/index.php?topicid=226&structureid=3
https://www.huntington.in.us/city/topic/index.php?topicid=226&structureid=3


CHINKAPIN OAK (Quercus muehlenbergii)
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Sourcing: William S. Stickney, Deborah J.G. Brown, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 60’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150

n Bark Identification: Ashy gray, square scales that 
are separated by shallow fissures, easily broken off

n Leaf Identification: Ovate (oval ending in a point) 
with toothed edges ending in points, 7 to 15 pairs of 
shallow lobes, 4'' to 6'' long

Horticulture Tips 
The chinkapin oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to dry water supply and 
medium, well-drained soil. This tree species is slow growing and long living. 

Benefits
The chinkapin oak is commonly used as a shade tree in large lawns and parks. The specific ep-
ithet muehlenbergii comes from Gotthilf Henry Ernest Muhlenberg, who was a Lutheran minis-
ter and botanist from Pennsylvania. Another common name, yellow chestnut oak, is given to the 
chinkapin oak because of its yellow foliage in the fall. The wood of this tree species is commonly 
generalized in the lumber industry as “white oak wood” and is hard and durable, making it ideal 
to be used for construction and building furniture. 
Insects like the southern oak dagger moth and the oak stump borer moth, along with several oth-
er species, use the leaves and acorns of the chinkapin oak as a food source. The acorns are also 
eaten by bird species like the wild turkey, tufted titmouse, bobwhite quail, and the white-breast-
ed nuthatch. Black bears, raccoons, and several species of squirrels feed on the chinkapin oak’s 
acorns. The trunks of older chinkapin oaks have cavities, which are used by species of woodpeck-
ers and mammals like tree squirrels, bats, and raccoons, as nesting and shelter sites. The acorns 
of this tree species are also eaten by humans and are said to be the sweetest acorn.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/quercus_muehlenber-
gii--chinkapin_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/muehlenbergii/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
chk_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 350-351.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280722&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=chinkapin%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44410
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/45111

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/chinkapin-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/muehlenbergii.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 202-203.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE CHINKAPIN OAK is typically found 
in forests, ridges, and rocky slopes. This 
tree species has leaves that resemble the 

leaves of the chestnut tree. The nuts of the chestnut 
tree are called chinquapins, which is where the  
chinkapin oak’s common name comes from. The 
chinkapin oak belongs to the white oak group, 
which means its acorns are produced annually. 
This tree species is native to Huntington County.

'1Z'
Back to Map
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SUGAR MAPLE (Acer saccharum)
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THE SUGAR MAPLE is typically found in floodplains and forests. This tree species is 
distinguishable by its colorful fall foliage, which is often yellow and orange, and its 
dense, rounded form. This tree species is native to Huntington County. 

The cultivar ‘Fall Fiesta’ is known for its resistance to extreme weather like summer 
heat, wind and drought. It is also more resistant to tree diseases like leaf tatter and leaf 
scorch. The ‘Fall Fiesta’ cultivar is also distinguishable because it presents brighter red 
foliage in the fall than the typical yellow and orange leaves of other sugar maples.

Horticulture Tips 
The sugar maple prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part shade 
environments. It also prefers medium water supply and medium, well-drained soil. This 
tree species is slow growing and long living. The sugar maple is intolerant to road salt. 

Benefits
The sugar maple is commonly used as a landscaping tree because of its attractive fall 
foliage and can also be used as a shade tree. It is frequently planted in lawns and parks, 
as well as on streets. The specific epithet saccharum means “sugary” in Latin, in refer-
ence to its sap. The sap of this tree species is preferred to make maple syrup, and over 
24,000 gallons of maple syrup were produced in Indiana in 2020. The sugar maple leaf 
is the national symbol of Canada. The wood of the sugar maple is used in construction 
and to build furniture, musical instruments, bowling pins, baseball bats, and flooring. 
The sugar maple is a hardwood species, which gives the sugar maple other common 
names like hard maple and rock maple. The sugar maple is by far the most common 
tree in Indiana, as there are over 3 million growing in the state. 

Several butterfly species, like the red admiral butterfly and the comma butterfly, use the 
sap of the sugar maple as a food source. Several bird species, such as the Northern car-
dinal, rose-breasted grosbeak, purple finch, and American robin eat the seeds and buds 
of this tree species. The yellow-bellied sapsucker drills holes into the trunk of the sugar 
maple to feed on its sap. Beavers use the wood as food and to build their dams, and bat 
species like the evening bat and the Eastern red bat nest in the cavities of older trees. 

The sugar maple is the state tree of Wisconsin, Vermont, West Virginia, and New York.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alterna-
tives/sugar_maple

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://go-
botany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/acer/
saccharum/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.illinois-
wildflowers.info/trees/plants/sugar_maple.
html

Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources: 
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/
tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-infor-
mation/
https://www.fs.fed.us/foresthealth/docs/
fhh/IN_FHH_2020.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/files/fo-
IN_Forests_2013.pdf

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: An 
Identification and Cultivation Guide. Tim-
ber Press, 1998, pp. 82-85.

Missouri Botanical Garden: 
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?tax-
onid=270958&isprofile=1&basic=sugar%20
maple

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?tax-
onid=275382&isprofile=1&basic=sugar%20
maple

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/40921
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/40943

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index of 
Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/
native-trees/sugar-maple

Silvics of North America: https://www.srs.
fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/
acer/saccharum.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of the 
Midwest: Identification, Wildlife Values, 
and Landscaping Use, Purdue University 
Press, West Lafayette, IN, 2005, pp. 56-57.

Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Deborah J.G. Brown, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Sapindaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 80’

n Average Width: 30’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Gray to brown, thick ridges 
and curved plates in maturity, smooth when young

n Leaf Identification: 3 to 5 lobes, 3'' to 6'' long, 
thick with a leathery texture, glossy

OTHER REFERENCES
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Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Fabaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 50’ to 90’

n Average Width: 40’ to 55’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150

n Bark Identification: Gray or gray-brown, scaly 
peeling ridges, red to orange inner bark

n Leaf Identification: Ovate (oval ending in a point), 
Compound with up to 70 leaflets (1’’ to 3’’ long) per 
leaf (1’ to 3’ long)

Horticulture Tips 
The Kentucky coffee tree requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water sup-
ply and moist, well-drained soil. The Kentucky coffee tree sheds its leaves a few weeks 
earlier than most tree species, and its leaves come back in the spring a few weeks later 
than most tree species. 

Benefits
The Kentucky coffee tree is commonly used as a landscaping tree in large yards or 
parks. It is also used as a shade tree. Native Americans and early American settlers in 
the Appalachian area roasted and ground the seeds of this tree species to brew a cof-
fee-like drink, which is how this tree species was given its common name. The seeds 
are toxic if not roasted and should not be eaten directly off the tree. However, the pulp 
within the pod, which is sticky and lime green, is edible with a sweet flavor. The scien-
tific name dioicus means that this tree species has distinct male and female trees. 

The female flowers of the Kentucky coffee tree are pollinated by bumblebees, long-
horned bees, and ruby-throated hummingbirds. Since the seeds and leaves are toxic, 
mammals and birds avoid using this tree species as a food source.

KENTUCKY COFFEE TREE (Gymnocladus dioicus)
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Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/gymnocladus_dioicus_ken-
tucky_colonel--kentucky_coffeetree

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
gymnocladus/dioicus/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
ky_coffee.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 274-276.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280572&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=kentucky%20coffee%20tree

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76593
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/82991

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/kentucky-coffeetree

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 210-211.
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OTHER REFERENCES

THE KENTUCKY COFFEE TREE is typically found 
in man-made habitats, forests, and forest edges. Indi-
vidual Kentucky coffee trees are male or female, with 

each tree possessing only male or only female flowers. Male  
flowers form in clusters that are typically 4” long. Female 
flowers form panicles, or a loose branching of clusters, up to 
12” long. The fertilized female flowers develop into reddish 
brown pods, typically 10’’ long, which contain the seeds of 
the tree. These brown pods resemble large bean pods because 
the Kentucky coffee tree is a member of the legume family. 
This tree species is native to Huntington County.
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BUR OAK (Quercus macrocarpa)
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THE BUR OAK is typically found in floodplains, 
prairies, and forests. This tree species is known 
for its acorn cups, which are covered in a mossy 

scale or bur near the rim. This is how the bur oak got 
its common name, as well as its other common name 
mossycup oak. The acorns are also one of the largest 
oak species and can be up to 1.5’’ long. As the bur 
oak comes from the white oak group, its acorns are 
produced every year. The bur oak can also be distin-
guished by the corky ridges on its branches and the 
deep sinuses between the lobes on its leaves. This 
tree species is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The bur oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to dry water supply and 
medium to dry, well-drained soil. The bur oak is a slow growing tree and can take up to 
35 years to reach maturity. However, this tree species is typically long living. 

Benefits
The bur oak is commonly used as a shade tree or landscaping tree for large lawns and 
parks. The specific epithet macrocarpa is Latin for large fruit, relating to the size of the 
acorns. The wood of the bur oak is valued because of its hardiness and is used as com-
mercial lumber. It is used to build cabinets, ships, and fence posts. Settlers also used the 
wood of the bur oak to build their homes because the thick bark was more resistant to 
prairie fires. 

The acorns of bur oak are eaten by several bird species, such as the mallard duck, ring-
necked pheasant, bobwhite quail, and wild turkey. The raccoon, several squirrel species, 
and the Eastern chipmunk also eat the acorns. White-tailed deer, cottontail rabbits, and 
cattle browse on the twigs, leaves, and acorns of the bur oak. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/quercus_macrocarpa--bur_
oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/macrocarpa/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
bur_oak.htm

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 344-346.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280704&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=bur%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44277
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/45040

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/bur-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/macrocarpa.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 194-195.

Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Kitty Kohout, Courtesy 
of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 60’ to 80’

n Average Width: 60’ to 80’

n Native Range: Central North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Dark gray or brown, vertical 
ridges, deep furrows

n Leaf Identification: 5 to 7 rounded but irregular 
lobes, 2 deep sinuses (spaces between lobes), 4'' to 
12'' long

OTHER REFERENCES
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SWEET GUM (Liquidambar styraciflua)
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Sourcing: Kitty Kohout, John Hagstrom, Courtesy of 
The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Altingiaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 60’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Southeastern United States

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Dark gray or brown, deep 
fissures, vertical ridges

n Leaf Identification: Star-shaped, 5 to 7 lobes, 
glossy, 3’’ to 5’’ long

Horticulture Tips 
The sweet gum requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water supply and 
medium, well-drained soil. When planting this tree species, avoid alkaline soils. 

Benefits
The sweet gum is commonly used as a shade or ornamental tree for lawns. The wood of 
the sweet gum is used for flooring and furniture. The gum harvested from the fruit can 
be used to make chewing gum, incense, perfume, and flavorings. It has also been used 
in home remedies for common illnesses. The specific epithet styracifula means flow-
ing storax, which refers to the resin that comes from the sweet gum. This is also where 
another common name, sapgum, comes from. 
Insects like the luna moth and the large paectes, as well as several other moth species, 
eat the leaves of the sweet gum. The seeds are eaten by bird species like the mourn-
ing dove, Eastern towhee, Eastern goldfinch, and purple finch. In wetland habitats, the 
wood and branches of this tree species are used by beavers. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://
www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollec-
tions/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraci-
flua--american_sweet_gum

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plant-
collections/plantfinder/liquidambar_
styraciflua_moraine--moraine_sweet_
gum

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
liquidambar/styraciflua/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
sweet_gum.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/ 

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 235-237.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=sweet%20gum

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/72991
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/72993

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/sweetgum

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/liquidambar/styraciflua.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 128-129.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE SWEET GUM is typically found in swamps and wetlands. 
The sweet gum is known for its fragrant, star-shaped leaves. 
These leaves are attractive in the fall, ranging from yellow to 

purple or red. The flowers of this tree species turn into gum balls, 
which are hard, bristly clusters of fruit that are typically 1 ½’’ in diam-
eter. These gum balls, which resemble sea urchins, turn dark brown as 
they mature and typically remain on this tree species throughout the 
winter. The common name sweet gum refers to the fragrant balsam or 
gum that comes from this tree species. This tree species is not native to 
Huntington County but is native to southeastern Indiana. 

The cultivar ‘Moraine’ is the most resistant to the colder temperatures 
of the northern United States of the sweet gum tree varieties.
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua--american_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua--american_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua--american_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua--american_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua_moraine--moraine_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua_moraine--moraine_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua_moraine--moraine_sweet_gum
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liquidambar_styraciflua_moraine--moraine_sweet_gum
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liquidambar/styraciflua/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liquidambar/styraciflua/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liquidambar/styraciflua/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sweet_gum.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sweet_gum.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sweet_gum.html
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&basic=sweet%20gum
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&basic=sweet%20gum
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&basic=sweet%20gum
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&basic=sweet%20gum
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281024&isprofile=1&basic=sweet%20gum
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/72991
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/72991
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/72993
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/72993
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/sweetgum
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/sweetgum
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/liquidambar/styraciflua.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/liquidambar/styraciflua.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/liquidambar/styraciflua.htm


RED MAPLE (Acer rubrum)
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THE RED MAPLE is native to Eastern North 
America. This tree is usually found in forests 
and near wetlands in the northeastern states 

and in slightly drier environments in the south-
eastern United States. The flowers of the red maple 
bloom during early spring for about 1 to 2 weeks, 
which is earlier than most other trees. The silver ma-
ple, which looks like the red maple, is one of the only 
other trees that blooms in early spring. These attri-
butes make the red maple stand out amongst other 
trees, making it popular in landscaping. This tree 
species is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
Red maples prefer full sun exposure to grow successfully but can also do well in part 
shade environments. They also prefer medium water supply and well drained, medium 
to wet soil, but can survive in drier soil environments, which makes them adaptable to 
grow in almost any environment.

Benefits
The red maple is used as a landscaping tree in parks or yards. Rubrum means red ev-
erywhere in evidence, and fittingly the red maple is known for its bright red color in the 
fall and is used for decoration. The wood and sap of the red maple can be used, but the 
wood is less strong, and the sap quantity is smaller when compared to the sugar maple.

The larvae of several moths and gall flies use the red maple as a source of food, eating 
the leaves and wood. It is also a preferred host tree for the larvae of the maple looper 
moths and lesser maple spanworm moths. The ruffed grouse and red-breasted nut-
hatch are known to eat the seeds and buds of the red maple, and the cavities in older 
trees are used by screech owls, wood ducks, gray squirrels, and red squirrels as nesting 
sites. White-tailed deer and elk are known to eat the twigs; however, red maple leaves 
are toxic to cattle and horses.

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
acer/rubrum/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
red_maple.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 78-80.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=275374&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=red%20maple

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/40771
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/82118

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/acer/rubrum.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 52-53.

Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., John Hagstrom, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Sapindaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 40’ to 70’

n Average Width: 30’ to 50’

n Native Range: Eastern North America	

n Average Years to Maturity: 70

n Average Lifespan in Years: 130      

n Bark Identification: Gray and rough-scaled for 
mature trees, light gray and smoother for younger 
trees

n Leaf Identification: 3 pointed lobes, typically 3’’ 
to 4’’ long, serrated edges

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/acer/rubrum/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/acer/rubrum/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/acer/rubrum/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/red_maple.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/red_maple.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/red_maple.html
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275374&isprofile=1&basic=red%20maple
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275374&isprofile=1&basic=red%20maple
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275374&isprofile=1&basic=red%20maple
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275374&isprofile=1&basic=red%20maple
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275374&isprofile=1&basic=red%20maple
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/40771
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/40771
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/82118
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/82118
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/acer/rubrum.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/acer/rubrum.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/acer/rubrum.htm
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THE COCKSPUR HAWTHORN is typically found 
in man-made habitats, floodplains, thickets, 
forests, and meadows. This tree species is 

known for its horizontal growth pattern and its white 
blossoms that appear for 7 to 10 days in the spring. 
These blossoms have stalks that are proportionally 
longer, creating a flat top, and they are known to have 
a musky, unpleasant smell. The cockspur hawthorn 
is also known for its 4’’ long thorns that grow on its 
trunk and the stems of its leaves. This tree species is 
not native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
Cockspur hawthorns require full sun exposure. They also prefer moderate to dry water supply and 
moderate to dry soil. When planting this tree species, be cautious of the fact that sharp thorns grow 
from the trunk. These thorns can be dangerous for young children and can also cause pruning to be 
difficult. 
This tree species is also known for being susceptible to cedar-hawthorn and cedar-quince rusts, 
which happens when a cockspur hawthorn is planted near a red cedar. This rust is a fungal virus 
that needs two hosts to complete its life cycle. Red cedars will have round galls, which are small, 2’’ 
in diameter spheres that produce bright orange, tentacle-like, gummy fungus. Cockspur hawthorns 
will have pinkish aecia, or structures that produce fungal spores, on their thorns and fruit. The in-
fection that is caused by the produced fungal spores causes cankers, which are dead sections of bark 
on the trunk and branches of this tree species. To avoid this, do not plant cockspur hawthorns near 
red cedars. 

Benefits
The cockspur hawthorn is used as a landscaping tree because of its attractive white blossoms in 
spring. If planted in a residential area, a variety of this tree species without thorns is usually used. 
It can also be used as a barrier tree for properties. The leaves, berries, and flowers of the cockspur 
hawthorn are used for cardiovascular health in herbal medicine. The wood of this tree species is 
tough and heavy. The genus name crus-galli means “leg of a cock” in Latin. This is in reference to the 
thorns, which are said to be similar looking to a rooster’s spurs.

The nectar and pollen of the flowers of this tree species attract honeybees, bumblebees, and several 
butterflies. The fruit, or haw, of the cockspur hawthorn is consumed by birds like the Northern car-
dinal, cedar waxwing, and Northern mockingbird. Cockspur hawthorns also provide nesting for the 
brown thrasher and yellow-breasted chat because of its horizontal branching structure. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/crataegus_crus_galli--cock-
spur_hawthorn

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
crataegus/crus-galli/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
cockspur_haw.html

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/cockspur-hawthorn

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights: 
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/80731
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/80730

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gar-
dens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-
the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resourc-
es/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/
cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.
org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.
aspx?taxonid=286381&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=crataegus%20crus-galli

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Rosaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 20’ to 30’

n Average Width: 20’ to 35’

n Native Range: Eastern North America	

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 75    

n Bark Identification: Brown or gray, thin, peeling 
vertical scales with branched 4’’ long thorns 

n Leaf Identification: Obovate (oval taping to a 
point at the base), 4’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/crataegus_crus_galli--cockspur_hawthorn
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/crataegus_crus_galli--cockspur_hawthorn
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/crataegus_crus_galli--cockspur_hawthorn
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/crataegus_crus_galli--cockspur_hawthorn
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/crataegus/crus-galli/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/crataegus/crus-galli/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/crataegus/crus-galli/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/cockspur_haw.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/cockspur_haw.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/cockspur_haw.html
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/cockspur-hawthorn
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/cockspur-hawthorn
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/80731
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/80731
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/80730
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/80730
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/gardens-gardening/your-garden/help-for-the-home-gardener/advice-tips-resources/pests-and-problems/diseases/rusts/cedar-quince-rust.aspx
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286381&isprofile=1&basic=crataegus%20crus-galli
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286381&isprofile=1&basic=crataegus%20crus-galli
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286381&isprofile=1&basic=crataegus%20crus-galli
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286381&isprofile=1&basic=crataegus%20crus-galli
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THE AMERICAN HOP HORNBEAM is typically 
found in forests, rocky slopes, and woodlands. 
This tree species is known for its short height. 

The American hop hornbeam is given its common name 
because its female flowers are followed by sac-like, 
green, papery seed pods which are said to resemble the 
fruit of hops. The American hop hornbeam can be dis-
tinguished from the American hornbeam because of its 
stripped bark and its sac-like seed pods. This tree spe-
cies is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The American hop hornbeam prefers full sun exposure but can be in part shade envi-
ronments. It also prefers medium water supply and medium to dry, well-drained soil. 
This tree species is known to be slow growing. 

Benefits
The American hop hornbeam is commonly used as a landscaping tree in lawns. It is 
a good choice for a street tree because of its small size. It can also be used for large 
gardens. Another common name given to the American hop hornbeam is ironwood be-
cause of its hard and dense wood. The lumber from this tree species cannot be used for 
commercial lumber because of its small size, but it can be used for smaller projects. It is 
commonly used to make tool handles because of its hardiness. It was also used to make 
sleigh runners because of its durability against ice, gravel, and dirt. This hardiness gives 
the wood a high density, which means it does not float in water. 

The ironwood tubemaker moth and the ironwood leafminer, as well as other insects, 
use this tree species as a food source. Birds like the ruffed grouse, downy woodpecker, 
and purple finch eat the buds and seeds. The fox squirrel and red squirrel also eat the 
buds and seeds of the American hop hornbeam.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/ostrya_virginiana--hop_
hornbeam

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
ostrya/virginiana/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
hop_hornbeam.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 265-267.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=277822&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=ostrya%20virginiana

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/36750
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/36744

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/american-hophorn-
beam

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/ostrya/virginiana.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 148-149.

Sourcing: William S. Stickney, Courtesy of The Mor-
ton Arboretum

n Family: Betulaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 20’ to 40’

n Average Width: 20’ to 30’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 25

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Brown, thin, with loose 
shredded scales in maturity

n Leaf Identification: Oval-shaped with serrated 
edges, prominent veins, 2'' to 5'' long OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/ostrya_virginiana--hop_hornbeam
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/ostrya_virginiana--hop_hornbeam
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/ostrya_virginiana--hop_hornbeam
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/ostrya_virginiana--hop_hornbeam
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/ostrya/virginiana/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/ostrya/virginiana/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/ostrya/virginiana/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/hop_hornbeam.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/hop_hornbeam.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/hop_hornbeam.htm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=277822&isprofile=1&basic=ostrya%20virginiana
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/36744
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https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/american-hophornbeam
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/american-hophornbeam
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/ostrya/virginiana.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/ostrya/virginiana.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/ostrya/virginiana.htm
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The crabapple is found in abandoned fields, 
forests, and thickets. Crabapples are native to 
Asia and were introduced to the United States 

in the 18th century. This tree species is known for its 
fruit, which are miniature green or red apples. The 
fruit is usually 1 ½’’ in diameter and is waxy, hard, 
and sour. Depending on the variation and cultivar of 
the crabapple, the leaves and flowers can be different 
in size, shape, and color. This tree species is found in 
Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The crabapple requires full sun exposure. They also prefer medium water supply and medium to 
dry, well-drained, acidic soil. The crabapple is a host for cedar apple rust, which is a fungus that re-
quires both red cedar trees and crabapple trees to complete its life cycle. When this disease occurs, 
the crabapple will have brown spots on their leaves and fruit. To avoid this, do not plant red cedars 
near crabapple trees. The crabapple is fast-growing and short-lived. 

Benefits
The crabapple is used as a landscaping tree because of its attractive, fragrant spring flowers. The 
small size of the crabapple makes it ideal for small yards. Malus is a genus of about 35 species of 
deciduous trees and shrubs from Europe, Asia, and North America. The genus name comes from the 
Latin word for apple. There are many hybrids and cultivars of the general crabapple species. The 
cultivars are often thornless, have resistance to cedar apple rust, or have sweeter fruit. While the 
fruit of the crabapple is often sour, it can be used to make jams and jellies. 

The fruit of the crabapple is eaten by mammal species like the white-tailed deer, several fox species, 
and raccoons. As the fruit falls in late autumn and softens, birds like the ruffed grouse and wild 
turkeys eat the soft pulp of the fruit. This tree species is densely branched, which is ideal for nesting 
habitats for birds like the yellow-breasted chat, song sparrow, and orchard oriole.

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/genus/
malus/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
wild_crab.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 252-256.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=249482&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=malus

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/58695
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/58288

SFGate Gardening and Landscaping: 
https://homeguides.sfgate.com/crabap-
ple-tree-43543.html

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 140-141.

Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Edward A. Hedborn 
Jr., Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum. The pictures 
shown above are from the wild crabapple (Malus 
ioensis).

n Family: Rosaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 15’ to 30’

n Average Width: 15’ to 25’

n Native Range: Asia, North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 15

n Average Lifespan in Years: 50

n Bark Identification: Dark gray or brown, thin 
fissures separated by scaly ridges, red inner bark, 
thorns on the branches 

n Leaf Identification: Pointed tip, ovate (oval-
shaped), serrated edges, shallow lobes, 2’’ to 3’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/genus/malus/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/genus/malus/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/genus/malus/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wild_crab.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wild_crab.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wild_crab.htm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=249482&isprofile=1&basic=malus
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=249482&isprofile=1&basic=malus
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=249482&isprofile=1&basic=malus
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=249482&isprofile=1&basic=malus
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=249482&isprofile=1&basic=malus
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/58695
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/58695
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/58288
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/58288
https://homeguides.sfgate.com/crabapple-tree-43543.html
https://homeguides.sfgate.com/crabapple-tree-43543.html


SIBERIAN ELM (Ulmus pumila)
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THE SIBERIAN ELM is typically found in man-
made habitats, since it is a nonnative species to 
North America. This tree species was planted 

in the United States, starting in the 1950’s, because of 
its rapid growth and its resistance to Dutch elm dis-
ease, which was destroying the American elm popu-
lation. This species is difficult to control in the wild 
and has the capacity to become an invasive species, 
particularly in the prairie states region. The Siberian 
elm is known for its serrated, glossy leaves, which are 
small in comparison to the American elm. This tree 
species is not native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The Siberian elm requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to dry water 
supply and medium to dry, well-drained soil. The branches of this tree species are 
known to be weak-wooded and brittle, which makes them susceptible to storm dam-
age. Additionally, Siberian elms are known to have their foliage damaged by elm leaf 
beetles and borers. 

Benefits
The Siberian elm is commonly used as a windbreak tree and for erosion control. It is 
not commonly used as a landscaping tree for lawns or streets because of its weakness 
and susceptibility to diseases. It is also a messy, weedy-looking tree that is not often 
found appealing for streets. The specific epithet pumila means dwarf, which refers to 
the small leaves and small shrubby habit of the Siberian elm. The wood of the Siberian 
elm is not used often because of its weakness. 

Despite being nonnative, the Siberian elm is used by insects, mammals, and bird species 
as a food source and nesting site. The caterpillars of the moth species the elm sphinx 
and the large lace border are known to eat the leaves of the Siberian elm. The elm leaf 
beetle and the small European elm bark beetle, along with several other insect borers, 
eat the wood and foliage of this tree species. The seeds and buds are eaten by bird spe-
cies like the wild turkey, purple finch, house sparrow, and rose-breasted grosbeak, as 
well as mammals like the Eastern chipmunk and fox squirrel. Since the Siberian elm is 
known for its weak branches that break off, the cavities of this tree species are used by 
bird species like the house sparrow and downy woodpecker as nesting sites.

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: 
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sb_elm.html

Illinois Wildflowers:
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sb_elm.html

Missouri Botanical Garden:
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=287397&isprofile=1&basic=siberian%20elm

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65894
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65886

Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Courtesy of The 
Morton Arboretum

n Family: Ulmaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 70’

n Average Width: 40’ to 70’

n Native Range: Eastern Siberia, northern China

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 75

n Bark Identification: Light gray to gray, rough tex-
ture with ridges

n Leaf Identification: Thin, tooth-edged, 1'' to 2'' 
long, base is asymmetric

OTHER REFERENCES

'10AC'
Back to Map

https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sb_elm.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sb_elm.html
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=287397&isprofile=1&basic=siberian%20elm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=287397&isprofile=1&basic=siberian%20elm
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65894
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65886


TULIP TREE (Liriodendron tulipifera)
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THE TULIP TREE is typically found in 
man-made habitats and forests. The ge-
nus name comes from the Greek words 

leirion, which means lily, and dendron, which 
means a tree for the flowers. This tree species 
is known for its yellow, cup-shaped, tulip-like 
flowers that bloom in spring. This tree species 
is also given the common name yellow poplar 
because of its yellow wood. This tree species is 
native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The tulip tree prefers full sun exposure but can be in part shade environments. It also prefers medi-
um water supply and moist, well-drained soil. The tulip tree is not recommended to be a street tree 
because of its large size. This tree species is known to typically be fast growing.

Benefits
The tulip tree is commonly used as a landscaping tree in parks because of its attractive flowers and 
leaf color. It can also be used as a shade tree for large areas. The wood of this tree species, which is 
soft wood, is used for furniture, wood pulp for paper, and general lumber. Native Americans made 
canoes from the trunks because of the wood’s light quality. 

The tulip tree moth and tulip tree aphid, as well as many other insects, use the foliage, sap, and 
wood of the tulip tree as a food source. The seeds of this tree species are eaten by the Northern 
cardinal, American goldfinch, fox squirrel, and gray squirrel. Horses, cattle, and deer eat the leaves 
and twigs.

The tulip tree is the state tree of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Indiana. Specifically in Indiana, settlers 
used the wood of the tulip tree to build log cabins because of its straight trunks and soft, light wood. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/liriodendron_tulipifera--tu-
lip_tree
Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
liriodendron/tulipifera/
Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
tulip_tree.htm
Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/
Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 237-240.
Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&basic=tu-
lip%20tree
Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/78009
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/78013
Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/tuliptree
Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/liriodendron/tulipifera.htm
Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 130-131.

Sourcing: Jeff Franklin, John Hagstrom, Courtesy of 
The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Magnoliaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 60' to 90'

n Average Width: 30' to 50'

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 250

n Bark Identification: Gray and smooth with shal-
low fissures when young, dark brown with ridges 
and deep fissures in maturity

n Leaf Identification: Unique 4-lobed shape, 5'' to 
7'' long

OTHER REFERENCES
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Back to Map

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liriodendron_tulipifera--tulip_tree
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liriodendron_tulipifera--tulip_tree
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liriodendron_tulipifera--tulip_tree
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/liriodendron_tulipifera--tulip_tree
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liriodendron/tulipifera/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liriodendron/tulipifera/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/liriodendron/tulipifera/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/tulip_tree.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/tulip_tree.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/tulip_tree.htm
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&basic=tulip%20tree
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&basic=tulip%20tree
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&basic=tulip%20tree
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&basic=tulip%20tree
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282514&isprofile=1&basic=tulip%20tree
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78009
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78009
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78013
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78013
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/tuliptree
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/tuliptree
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/liriodendron/tulipifera.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/liriodendron/tulipifera.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/liriodendron/tulipifera.htm


SHAGBARK HICKORY (Carya ovata)
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THE SHAGBARK HICKORY is usually found in 
forests, bottomlands, and woodlands. The nuts 
of this tree are sheltered by a thick, 4 sec-

tioned green husk is, which usually ¼’’ to ½’’ thick. 
The nuts are sweet, which makes it a common food 
source for several animals. As mentioned in the bark 
identification, the name “shagbark” refers to the peel-
ing strips of bark on the trunk of the tree, giving it a 
shaggy appearance. This tree is native to Huntington 
County.

Horticulture Tips  
Shagbark hickories prefer full sun exposure but can also perform well in part shade en-
vironments. They also require a medium water supply and well-drained, wet soil. These 
trees have deep roots which make them hard to transplant.

Benefits 
The shagbark hickory can be used as a landscaping tree or a shade tree in large yards. 
The wood of this tree is commonly used to smoke and cure meat. It is also a hard wood, 
making it ideal for building furniture, baseball bats, and tools. Andrew Jackson, the sev-
enth president of the United States, was nicknamed “Old Hickory” because of his tough 
character. 

Caterpillars like the hickory hairstreak and banded hairstreak eat the wood and foliage 
of the shagbark hickory. The gray squirrel, black bear, raccoon, and Eastern chipmunk 
eat the nuts of this tree. The crevices between the peeling bark of the tree are used as 
housing by the brown creeper and as a roosting site for the Indiana bat.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/carya_ovata--shagbark_hick-
ory

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
carya/ovata/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
shbk_hickory.html

Indiana Department of Natural  
Resources Tree Species Information: 
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/
tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-in-
formation/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 141-143.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://

www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=shagbark%20hickory

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/77739
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/65565

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/shagbark-hickory

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/carya/ovata.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 260-261.

Sourcing: William S. Stickney, John Hagstrom,  
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum		

n Family: Juglandaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 60’ to 80’

n Average Width: 50’ to 70’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 250

n Bark Identification: Gray, peels into long plates 
that curl, giving it a shaggy appearance

n Leaf Identification: Compound with 5 leaflets (3’’ 
to 7’’ long) per leaf (8’’ to 16’’ long), tips and under-
sides of leaflets have tufts of fine hair

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/carya_ovata--shagbark_hickory
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/carya_ovata--shagbark_hickory
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/carya_ovata--shagbark_hickory
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/carya_ovata--shagbark_hickory
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/carya/ovata/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/carya/ovata/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/carya/ovata/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/shbk_hickory.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/shbk_hickory.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/shbk_hickory.html
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&basic=shagbark%20hickory
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&basic=shagbark%20hickory
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&basic=shagbark%20hickory
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&basic=shagbark%20hickory
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281355&isprofile=1&basic=shagbark%20hickory
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/77739
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/77739
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65565
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65565
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/shagbark-hickory
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/shagbark-hickory
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/carya/ovata.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/carya/ovata.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/carya/ovata.htm


AMERICAN SYCAMORE (Platanus occidentalis)
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Sourcing: William S. Stickney, Kitty and John Kohout, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Platanaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 75’ to 100’

n Average Width: 75’ to 90’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Brown, thin, flaky outer bark 
scales that expose white inner bark with age

Leaf Identification: 3 to 5 lobes, triangular, leathery, 
5'' to 8'' long, reminiscent of a maple leaf, only larger

Horticulture Tips 
The sycamore tree requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to wet water supply 
and medium to wet, well-drained soil. This tree species is long-lived. The sycamore tree 
sheds its bark in sheets, which can be messy for homeowners if planted as a street tree. 

Benefits
The sycamore tree is commonly used as a landscaping or shade tree for large areas. It 
is not commonly used as a street tree because of its size. A sycamore in Worthington, 
Indiana was reportedly measured at 42’ in circumference. The wood of the sycamore 
tree is used to make furniture, cabinets, crates and butcher blocks. Native Americans 
used sycamore trunk sections for dugout canoes. Pioneers used cross-sections of large 
trunks as cart wheels.

The wood and leaves of the sycamore tree are used as a food source by insects like the 
sycamore heart borer and the sycamore tussock moth. Birds like the purple finch, black-
capped chickadee, and Carolina chickadee eat the seeds. As this tree species matures, 
cavities in its trunk are used by owl species, like the barred owl and the screech owl, for 
nesting. These cavities can become so large that black bears can use them as shelter.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/platanus_occidentalis--east-
ern_sycamore

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
platanus/occidentalis/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
am_sycamore.htm

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 294-296.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=285137&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=sycamore

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/37694
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/37686

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/sycamore

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/platanus/occidentalis.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 154-155.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE SYCAMORE TREE is typically found in floodplains, shores, 
and swamps. The sycamore tree is known for being one of the 
largest deciduous tree species in Eastern North America. It is 

distinguishable for its bark, which peels in plates to reveal creamy white 
inner bark. The tallest sycamore tree in Indiana was recorded at 122’ in 
2015 in Johnson County. This tree species was given its common name 
because European settlers said that the leaves resembled the sycamore in 
the British Isles, which is Acer pseudoplatanus and is actually a maple. 
The female flowers of the sycamore are followed by fuzzy, spherical balls 
that are made of tiny seed-like fruits. These seed balls are why the syca-
more tree is also given the common name buttonball tree. This tree spe-
cies is native to Huntington County.
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https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/platanus/occidentalis.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/platanus/occidentalis.htm


BLACK OAK (Quercus velutina)
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THE BLACK OAK is typically found in forests 
and woodlands. The common name for the 
black oak comes from the color of its bark 

when it is mature. This tree species is a member 
of the red oak group and produces acorns every 2 
or 3 years. The black oak can be confused for the 
red oak but is distinguished by the fine hairs on 
its buds, the long, fringed cups of its acorns, and 
its yellow inner bark. This tree species is native to 
Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The black oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to dry water supply and dry, 
well-drained soil. After 20 years of growth, the black oak typically begins producing acorns. 

Benefits
The black oak is commonly used as a shade tree for parks, lawns, and streets. The specific 
epithet velutina comes from the Latin word for fleece, velvety or hairy, which refers to the hairs 
that are found on the buds and young leaves of this tree species. The yellow inner bark of the 
black oak was used as dye for clothing by weavers and for the leather and tanning process. The 
other common names yellow oak and yellow bark oak are given to the black oak for this rea-
son. The black oak is generalized as “red oak wood” in the lumber indsutry and has heavy, hard 
wood, which can be used to make furniture, flooring, and interior finishing.

The spiny oak worm and the oak web worm, as well as other insect species, use the leaves and 
bark of the black oak as a food source. The acorns of the black oak are eaten by birds like the 
wild turkey, ruffed grouse, blue jay, brown thrasher, and several songbirds. Mammals like the 
white-tailed deer, several squirrel species, black bear, opossum, and raccoon also eat the acorns. 
The cavities in the trunks of older black oaks are used by both mammals and birds as nesting 
and shelter sites. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/quercus_velutina--black_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/velutina/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
black_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 367-369.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280729&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=black%20oak’

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44650
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44710

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/black-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/velutina.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 218-219.

Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Deborah J.G. Brown, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 60’

n Average Width: 50’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Dark gray to black, hori-
zontal fissures, creating blocky and vertical ridges, 
yellow inner bark

n Leaf Identification: 5 to 7 shallow lobes, thick and 
dark green, 5'' to 9'' long, bristle tipped

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44650
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44710
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EASTERN REDBUD (Cercis canadensis)
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THE EASTERN REDBUD is usually 
found in forests and at the edge of 
forests. This tree is recognizable 

for its pea-like, purple-pink flowers that 
bloom in early spring. These flowers are 
unique because they last typically a month 
longer than most other flowers do on oth-
er tree species. This tree is native to Hun-
tington County.

Horticulture Tips  
Eastern redbuds prefer full sun exposure but can also perform well in part shade envi-
ronments. They also require a medium water supply and well-drained, medium moist 
soil. The Eastern redbud is typically available in nurseries. This tree does not transplant 
well because of its root system and should be planted young. The Eastern redbud is 
susceptible to a disease called canker, which is a fungal infection that causes dead spots 
on the trunk and branches of the tree. 

Benefits 
The Eastern redbud can be used as a landscaping tree along streets or in yards, as its 
flowers are attractive. It can also be used as a border for properties or yards. The East-
ern redbud is the state tree of Oklahoma. Native Americans used the bark of this tree, 
which is rich in antioxidants, to make tea to cure common ailments. It was also said that 
Eastern redbuds were a favorite tree of George Washington. The flowers are edible and 
taste like cucumbers or snow peas.

The flowers of the Eastern redbud are pollinated by honeybees and bumblebees. These 
bee species are attracted to the nectar and pollen of the tree. The seeds of this tree are 
eaten by birds like the Northern cardinal and the rose-breasted grosbeak.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/eastern_redbud

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
redbud.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the  
Central Hardwood Forests of North 
America: An Identification and  
Cultivation Guide. Timber Press, 1998, 
pp. 163-165.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280440&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=eastern%20redbud

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76457
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/83217

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/eastern-redbud

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/cercis/canadensis.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 118-119.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Fabaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 20’ to 30’

n Average Width: 25’ to 35’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 75

n Bark Identification: Brown, scaly outer bark that 
often sheds, showing the dark red inner bark

n Leaf Identification: Heart-shaped, 5’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280440&isprofile=1&basic=eastern%20redbud
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280440&isprofile=1&basic=eastern%20redbud
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76457
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76457
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/83217
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/83217
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/eastern-redbud
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/eastern-redbud
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/cercis/canadensis.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/cercis/canadensis.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/cercis/canadensis.htm


Sourcing: Jeff Franklin, John Hagstrom, Courtesy of 
The Morton Arboretum

Family: Cupressaceae

Type: Evergreen conifer

Average Height: 30’ to 60’

Average Width: 8’ to 25’

Native Range: Eastern North America

Average Years to Maturity: 50

Average Lifespan in Years: 150

Bark Identification: Reddish brown, shredded texture

Leaf Identification: 2 types of leaves: needle-like, 
sharp leaves in young trees, 1/8’’ to 1/2’’; scale-like, 
flat and overlapping leaves in mature trees, 1/16’’ to 
1/8’’

Horticulture Tips  
Red cedars require full sun exposure to grow successfully. They also require a dry to 
moderate water supply and well-drained, dry to moist soil. The red cedar is a host for 
cedar apple rust, which is a fungus that requires both red cedars and apple or crabapple 
trees to complete its life cycle. When this disease occurs, apple trees surrounding red 
cedars will have brown spots on their leaves and fruit. The red cedars will have round 
galls, which are small, 2’’ in diameter spheres that produce bright orange, tentacle-like, 
gummy fungus. To avoid this, do not plant red cedars near apple trees. 

Benefits 
The red cedar can be planted in a variety of habitats and would be an ideal addition to a 
residential area for landscaping purposes. This tree can be underappreciated as a land-
scape tree because of its needle’s messy appearance when it is maturing. The wood has 
a fragrant smell, which makes it ideal for building furniture. The wood was commonly 
used to build cedar chests, which kept moths from destroying clothing. 
Several insects, like the Eastern juniper bark beetle and the Northern cedar bark bee-
tle use this plant as a food source. The fruit-like seed cones of the red cedar are eaten 
frequently by cedar waxwings, whose name originates from the red cedar. Other birds, 
like the American robin, song sparrow, several owl species, and the house finch use the 
red cedar for nesting. Large mammals, like white-tailed deer, gray fox, and black bear 
eat the cones and twigs of this tree.

RED CEDAR (Juniperus virginiana)
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HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
juniperus/virginiana/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
red_cedar.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 229-230.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=279605&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=red%20cedar

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:

https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/75960

https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/75966

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_1/juniperus/virginiana.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 14-15.
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OTHER REFERENCES

THE RED CEDAR is usually found in forests, old 
fields, meadows, and woodlands. The seed cones of 
the red cedar are pale blue, fleshy, and waxy. The pol-

len cones are yellow brown, covered in scales, and are about 
1/8’’ long. This tree is not a cedar, as there are no native 
cedars in North America; it is in the juniper family, which 
typically consists of shrubs. However, this makes the red ce-
dar distinguishable from other conifers because of its unique 
berry-like cones. It is distinguishable from other junipers 
because of its height. The red cedar is the only conifer species 
native to Huntington County.
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RED OAK (Quercus rubra)
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Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Edward A. Hedborn Jr., 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 70’

n Average Width: 50’ to 70’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Dark brown to gray, wide 
ridges known as "ski tracks”

n Leaf Identification: 7 to 11 bristle-tipped lobes, 
shiny, shallow sinuses (spaces between lobes), 5'' to 
9' long

Horticulture Tips 
The red oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to dry water supply and 
medium to dry, acidic soil. The red oak is a fast-growing tree species. 

Benefits
The red oak is commonly used as a landscaping and shade tree for lawns, golf courses, 
and streets. The wood of this tree species is hard and heavy, but it is less durable than 
wood from the white oak group. The wood is frequently used for furniture, cabinets, 
and flooring because of its attractive red and white coloring. It can also be used for fire-
wood and pulp for paper. 
Insects like the red oak borer and the oak branch pruner, as well as several others, 
use the leaves and wood of the red oak as a food source. Mammals like the black bear, 
white-tailed deer, raccoon, wild hogs, and several squirrel species eat the large, 1 ½'’ 
long acorns of this tree species. Bird species such as the wood duck, wild turkey, bob-
white, and ruffed grouse also eat the acorns of the red oak and use its branches as 
nesting sites.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/red_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/rubra/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
red_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 360-363.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280723&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=red%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44545
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44522

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/red-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/rubra.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 210-211.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE RED OAK is typically found in forests 
and woodlands. This tree species is known 
for its red wood, which is where its common 

name comes from. The fall foliage can also rage from 
yellow to brown. The red oak can be distinguished 
from other oak species because of the shallower si-
nuses between the lobes on its leaves and its flatter 
acorn cup. As a red oak, this tree species produces 
acorns every two years once it is mature. This tree 
species is native to Huntington County.
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SHUMARD OAK (Quercus shumardii)
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THE SHUMARD OAK is one of the largest oaks 
and is typically found in bottomlands, swamps, 
and floodplains in the southeastern parts of the 

United States. This specific oak species is a member 
of the red oak group, which means that it produc-
es acorns every two years. The Shumard oak can be 
distinguished from the red oak because the ridges 
on its trunk are more prominent at the base of the 
tree. This tree species also has thumb-shaped sinuses 
between its lobes and has more bristles on the tips of 
its leaves compared to the red oak. This tree species 
is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The Shumard oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water supply and 
medium, well-drained soil. The Shumard oak is a fast-growing tree species. The acorns 
of this tree species are not usually produced until 25 years of age. 

Benefits
The Shumard oak is commonly used as a shade tree or landscaping tree for lawns, 
parks, and streets. The bright red fall foliage of this tree species is attractive for public 
areas. The wood of this tree species is commonly generalized in the lumber industry 
as “red oak wood” and is used for flooring, cabinets, and furniture because of its hardi-
ness. The Shumard oak is named for Benjamin Franklin Shumard, who was a physician 
and geologist in Missouri and Texas.

Insect species like the June beetle and the orange striped oak worm, as well as several 
others, bore into the wood of the Shumard oak and use its leaves as a food source. The 
acorns of this tree species are commonly eaten by birds like the ruffed grouse, wild 
turkey, woodpeckers, and several songbirds. White-tailed deer, white-footed mice, and 
several squirrel species are also known to feed on the foliage and acorns.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/quercus_shumardii--shu-
mards_red_oak

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 363-364.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=shumard%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44553
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44565

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/shumard-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/shumardii.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 212-213.

Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Courtesy of The  
Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 80’

n Average Width: 30’ to 40’

n Native Range: Southeastern United States

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Gray or brown, smooth in 
young trees, deep vertical fissures with maturity

n Leaf Identification: 7 to 9 bristle-tipped,  
oval-shaped pointed lobes, smooth, shiny, with sinus-
es (spaces between lobes) being thumb-shaped

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/quercus_shumardii--shumards_red_oak
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/quercus_shumardii--shumards_red_oak
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/quercus_shumardii--shumards_red_oak
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&basic=shumard%20oak
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&basic=shumard%20oak
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&basic=shumard%20oak
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&basic=shumard%20oak
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280724&isprofile=1&basic=shumard%20oak
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44553
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44553
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44565
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44565
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/shumard-oak
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/shumard-oak
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/quercus/shumardii.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/quercus/shumardii.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/quercus/shumardii.htm


AMERICAN ELM (Ulmus americana)
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Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Deborah J.G. Brown, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Ulmaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 60’ to 80’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 40

n Average Lifespan in Years: 175

n Bark Identification: Gray or brown, cream and 
reddish-brown inner bark in layers, ridges and fis-
sures with maturity

n Leaf Identification: Egg-shaped, serrated edges, 
pointed tip, 3'' to 6'' long, base is asymmetric

Horticulture Tips 
The American elm prefers full sun exposure but can grow in light shade environments. 
It also prefers medium water supply and medium, well-drained soil. The American elm 
is susceptible to Dutch elm disease, which is a fatal fungal disease that spreads through 
bark beetles. This disease causes wilting and eventual death for the tree species. It is 
not recommended that the straight elm species be planted because of this disease. The 
cultivar ‘Jefferson’ is resistant to Dutch elm disease and is recommended to be planted. 

Benefits
The American elm was widely used in the United States, especially in the 1960’s, as a 
landscaping and shade tree for parks, lawns, and streets. While it is still being used less 
because of the effects of Dutch elm disease, cultivars that are resistant to the disease are 
making a comeback for the elm species. This tree species has yellow fall foliage, which 
makes it an attractive tree. The wood of the American elm is heavy and strong and was 
used to make furniture, flooring, and caskets. 
Insects like the elm lace bug and the European elm scale, as well as several other spe-
cies, use the bark and leaves of the American elm as a food source. The native elm bark 
beetle and the small European elm bark beetle transmit Dutch elm disease to American 
elms. Birds like wood ducks, wild turkeys, Carolina chickadees, and house sparrows eat 
the seeds and buds of this tree species. The yellow-bellied sapsucker sucks sap through 
holes that it drills in the trunk of the American elm. Mammals like the gray squirrel, fox 
squirrel, and Eastern chipmunk also eat the seeds. The Baltimore oriole, warbling vireo, 
and red-shouldered hawk use this tree species as a nesting site. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plant-
finder/ulmus_americana--american_elm

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://go-
botany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/ulmus/
americana/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.illinois-
wildflowers.info/trees/plants/am_elm.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: An 
Identification 	and Cultivation Guide. Tim-
ber Press, 1998, pp. 426-429.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?tax-
onid=287391&isprofile=1&basic=ameri-
can%20elm

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/65772
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/65779

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/
native-trees/american-elm

Silvics of North America: https://www.srs.
fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/
ulmus/americana.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of the 
Midwest: Identification, Wildlife Values, 
and Landscaping Use, Purdue University 
Press, West Lafayette, IN, 2005, pp. 234-235.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE AMERICAN ELM is typically found in forests, 
floodplains, swamps, and manmade habitats. These 
habitats give the American elm its other common 

name of water elm. The American elm is known for its 
prominently veined, shiny leaves and its striped bark with 
maturity. It is also known for being vase-shaped and for hav-
ing long, drooping branches. This tree species can be distin-
guished from other elm species because the upper surface 
of its leaves is mostly hairless and on each side of the leaves, 
there are 0 to 3 lateral veins that are forked. This tree species 
is native to Huntington County.
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65772
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65772
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65779
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/65779
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/american-elm
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/american-elm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/ulmus/americana.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/ulmus/americana.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/ulmus/americana.htm


RIVER BIRCH (Betula nigra)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

��������������������������������������������������
��

Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Courtesy of The 
Morton Arboretum

n Family: Betulaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 70’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 40

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150

n Bark Identification: Brown, thin outer bark peels 
to reveal creamy white inner bark

n Leaf Identification: Triangular-shaped, toothed 
edges, glossy, typically 3’’ long

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/river_birch

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
betula/nigra/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
river_birch.htm

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 116-118.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-

px?taxonid=242291&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=river%20birch

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/66132
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/66122

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/river-birch

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/betula/nigra.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 102-103.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE RIVER BIRCH is typically found in floodplains, forests, and the 
shores of lakes and rivers. The river birch is known for its peeling 
bark. The river birch can be grown as a single trunk tree or as a 

multi-trunked tree. As a single trunk tree, the river birch has a rounded 
shape. With multi-trunked trees, the shape of the tree is more irregular. 
This growth pattern is typically considered the superior growth habit. This 
tree species is not native to Huntington County but is native to northwest-
ern and southwestern Indiana.

The cultivar ‘Heritage’ is a fast-growing, medium-sized variety of the riv-
er birch species. It can be grown as either a single trunk or multi-trunk-
ed tree. This variety was found by Earl Cully in St. Louis, Missouri and is 
known to grow well in moist, humid environments. ‘Heritage’ is extremely 
resistant to the bronze birch borer, which is a common nuisance to the 
birch species.

Horticulture Tips 
The river birch prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part shade envi-
ronments. It also prefers medium to wet water supply and medium to wet soil. 

Benefits
The river birch is commonly used as a landscaping tree for lawns and parks. The river 
birch gets its common name from its successful growth in wetland environments. The 
river birch can be distinguished from other birch species because of the extreme differ-
ence between its outer peeling bark and inner bark. The river birch also extends further 
south in the United States than other birch species do. The specific epithet nigra means 
black, in reference to the darkening of the trunk that occurs with maturity. 

Insects like the larvae of the birch dagger moth and several leaf beetles eat the leaves 
and wood of the river birch. Bird species such as the ruffed grouse, purple finch, and the 
black-capped chickadee eat the seeds and buds of this tree species. Also, beavers feed 
on the wood and bark of the river birch and use the branches for their dams.

'20C'
Back to Map

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/river_birch
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/river_birch
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/betula/nigra/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/betula/nigra/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/betula/nigra/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/river_birch.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/river_birch.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/river_birch.htm
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242291&isprofile=1&basic=river%20birch
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242291&isprofile=1&basic=river%20birch
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242291&isprofile=1&basic=river%20birch
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242291&isprofile=1&basic=river%20birch
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242291&isprofile=1&basic=river%20birch
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/66132
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SERVICEBERRY (Amelanchier x grandiflora)
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THE SERVICEBERRY HYBRID Amelanchier x gran-
diflora is a hybrid cross between the downy ser-
viceberry and the Allegheny serviceberry. This 

tree species is known for its attractive reddish orange 
fall foliage, which is how it was given the cultivar name 
‘Autumn Brilliance.’ This tree species is also known for its 
white flowers which are followed by blueberry-like ber-
ries that are said to taste similar to blueberries, which 
are used for jams, jellies, and pies. The serviceberry is 
typically found in manmade habitats and forests. The 
serviceberry is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 

The serviceberry prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part 
shade environments. It also prefers medium water supply and medium to moist, 
well-drained soil. The serviceberry ‘Autumn Brilliance’ is known to be extremely 
resistant to common diseases that plague serviceberry species, such as canker, 
rust, and powdery mildew. 

Benefits

The serviceberry is commonly used as a screening hedge or shrub because of 
its small height. It is also commonly used as a landscaping tree in lawns and 
gardens to attract songbirds. The specific epithet grandiflora is Latin for “large 
flowers” in reference to the clusters of white flowers that bloom in springtime 
on this tree species. The berries of the serviceberry were mixed with dried meat 
and tallow by Native Americans to make pemmican.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plant-
finder/amelanchier_x_grandiflora_autumn_brilliance--autumn_brilliance 

Illinois Wildflowers: 
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/dwn_service.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 104-106.

Missouri Botanical Garden: http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFind-
er/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=242790&isprofile=1&basic=autumn%20bril-
liance
Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights: 
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/64561
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/80645

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife Val-
ues, and Landscaping Use, Purdue University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 2005, pp. 
92-93.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Deborah J.G. Brown,  
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Rosaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 15’ to 25’

n Average Width: 15’ to 20’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 15

n Average Lifespan in Years: 60

n Bark Identification: Gray to dark gray, smooth, 
thin, usually spotted with lichen

n Leaf Identification: Fine-toothed, serrated edges, 
ovate (oval ending in a point), 2’’ to 4’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/amelanchier_x_grandiflora_autumn_brilliance--autumn_brilliance
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/64561
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/80645


Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Cupressaceae  

n Type: Deciduous conifer 

n Average Height: 50’ to 75’

n Average Width: 20’ to 45’

n Native Range: Southeastern United States

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200      

n Bark Identification: Reddish brown, shredded 
texture

n Leaf Identification: Flattened, soft needles, yellow 
green, typically 1/2’’ in length

Horticulture Tips  
Bald cypress’ require full sun exposure to grow successfully. They also require medi-
um water supply and well-drained, moist soil, which makes them perform well in the 
Southeast. The bald cypress has a slow growth rate and is known for being one of the 
longest living tree species. 

Benefits 
The bald cypress is best planted in a large yard, where it can be used as an orna-
mental or wind-shielding tree. In its native range this tree is known for its height, 
reaching up to 150’. However, it does not reach these heights in Indiana. So, the bald 
cypress makes for an ideal street tree because of its fall color and curb appeal. The 
wood of this tree is used for building construction, flooring, and cabinetry because of 
its usual resistance to rot. 

Several insects, like the forest tent caterpillar and the flat-headed bald cypress borer 
bore into the bald cypress’ bark and use this tree as a food source. Birds like the wood 
duck and wild turkey eat its seeds, and the bald eagle and pileated woodpecker use it as 
a nesting site.

BALD CYPRESS (Taxodium distichum)
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Indiana Department of Natural  
Resources Tree Species Information: 
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/
tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-in-
formation/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
bald_cypress.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 408-410.  

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 

University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 42–43.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=271366&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=bald%20cypress

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/75985
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/75986

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_1/silvics_vol1.pdf 
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OTHER REFERENCES

THE BALD CYPRESS is found in bottomlands and 
swamps in the Southeastern United States. Since 
this tree is deciduous, it drops its needles (which 

turn yellow brown) in the fall, which is where the name 
“bald” comes from. Since this tree grows in areas that are 
moist, the bottom of its trunk becomes swollen and has 
buttresses. The bald cypress also has pneumatophores, 
commonly called “knees,” which are structures that form 
above the roots. It is used for gas exchanges. The cones 
of the bald cypress are golf-ball shaped and turn purple 
when they are ripe in the fall. The bald cypress is not na-
tive to Huntington County.
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PIN OAK (Quercus palustris)
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Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Kitty Kohout,  
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 70’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Gray brown, broad ridges 
separated by shallow fissures with maturity

n Leaf Identification: Elliptically shaped, 5 to 7 
bristle-tipped lobes, deep sinuses (spaces between 
lobes), 3'' to 5'' long

Horticulture Tips 
The pin oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to wet water supply and 
medium to wet, acidic, well-drained soil. The pin oak is intolerant to alkaline soil. The 
pin oak is fast growing, which is atypical for the oak species.

Benefits
The pin oak is commonly used as a shade tree for lawns, streets, and parks. This tree 
species can be used as a landscaping tree because of its attractive fall foliage. The spe-
cific epithet palustris comes from the Latin word for marsh, which is a common habitat 
of this tree species. This is also where another common name for the pin oak, swamp 
oak, comes from. The wood of the pin oak is commonly generalized as “red oak wood” 
in the lumber industry and is hard and heavy, which makes it ideal for construction. 
Several insects, like the spiny oak worm and the acorn moth, use the leaves and wood of 
the pin oak as a food source. The small acorns of this tree species are typically a popu-
lar food source for bird species like the wood duck, blue jay, and tufted titmouse. The 
pin oak also provides nesting sites for herons, egrets, and other wetland birds since this 
oak typically grows near water.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/quercus_palustris--pin_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/palustris/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
pin_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 355-356.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280745&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=pin%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44438
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/45137

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/pin-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/palustris.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 206-207.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE PIN OAK is typically found in floodplains, forests, and 
swamps. The pin oak is a member of the red oak group, 
which means its acorns are produced biennially. The lower 

branches of this tree species have a unique form compared to other 
oak species. The branches of the pin oak typically bend downwards, 
while most oak species have horizontal branches. These lower 
branches are often blocked from sunlight, which causes them to 
break off. These broken branches resemble pins and are how the 
common name was given to the pin oak. This tree species is known 
for the deep sinuses in between the lobes on its leaves, which are 
redder in the fall than the typical yellow foliage of other oak species. 
The pin oak is unique because of its small, 1/3’’ to ½'’ long acorns. 
This tree species is native to Huntington County.
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SWAMP WHITE OAK (Quercus bicolor)
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Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Edward A. Hedborn Jr., 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 60’

n Average Width: 50’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Brown or gray, scaly ridges 
separated by deep fissures with maturity, peeling 
bark

n Leaf Identification: Obovate (oval tapering to 
a point at the base), 6 to 10 rounded lobes, silvery 
white, hairy underside, 4'' to 7'' long

Horticulture Tips 
The swamp white oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to wet wa-
ter supply and medium to wet, well-drained soil. This tree species is known to be fast 
growing and long-living. 

Benefits
The swamp white oak is commonly used as a lawn tree or a street tree because of its 
shade. This large tree species is typically used in large, open spaces. The wood of this 
tree species commonly generalized as “white oak wood” in the lumber industry and is 
heavy, strong, and typically rot resistant, making it a preferred lumber source. It can be 
used to make furniture, cabinets, flooring, and boat hulls. 

Insects like the oak timberworm and the oak stem borer use the swamp white oak as 
a food source and bore into its wood. The acorns of the swamp white oak are eaten by 
birds like the wood duck, wild turkey, ruffed grouse, and several woodpeckers. The 
acorns are also eaten by the black bear, raccoon, white-tailed deer, and several squirrel 
species.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/swamp_white_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/bicolor/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
swwh_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 329-331.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280712&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=quercus

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/38644
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76811

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/swamp-white-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/bicolor.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 182-183.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE SWAMP WHITE OAK is typically found in floodplains, forests, 
and swamps. The swamp white oak is given its common name be-
cause it typically grows in wet environments, like swamps, and the 

undersides of its leaves are a silvery white. This is also where the specif-
ic epithet bicolor comes from, as the leaves are a shiny green above and 
white beneath. This distinguishing feature can help separate the white 
swamp oak from the bur oak and the chinkapin oak. The swamp white oak 
can also be distinguished from the bur oak because the bur oak has a shag-
gy cap on its acorn, while the swamp white oak has a long-stemmed acorn. 
Also, the chinkapin oak has points at the end of the lobes on its leaves, 
while the swamp white oak does not. Since the swamp white oak belongs 
to the white oak group, its acorns are produced annually. This tree species 
is native to Huntington County.
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AMERICAN HORNBEAM (Carpinus caroliniana)
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THE AMERICAN HORNBEAM is native to East-

ern North America and is usually found in 

forests, swamps, and floodplains. This tree is 

given the common name muscle tree because of the 

fluted, muscle-like texture of its trunk. The flowers of 

the American hornbeam are replaced by husked nut-

lets, which are distributed by the wind. This tree is 

native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
American hornbeams prefer full sun exposure to grow successfully, but they can also be 
tolerant to part shade environments. They also prefer medium water supply and moist, 
well-drained soil. This tree can be confused for young American beech trees but can be 
distinguished through the toothed edges of the leaves, as American hornbeam leaves 
have more teeth.

Benefits
The American hornbeam is used as a landscaping tree in lawns, as it is typically attrac-
tive because of its globular shape. It can also be used as a shade tree or as a small hedge 
in some cases. The wood of this tree has a horn-like polish when cut and used correctly, 
and this is how it was given its name. Another common name given to the American 
hornbeam is ironwood. This is because the wood of the American hornbeam is ex-
tremely dense and was used by Native Americans to make tools. It is still used today to 
make tools that require dense wood, like hammer handles. 

The nutlets and buds of the American hornbeam are eaten by the wood duck and ruffed 
grouse. The wood of this tree is used by beavers as a source of food and for construc-
tion materials. The gray squirrel and fox squirrel are known to eat the nutlets as well. 
The wood thrush builds branches in this tree’s branches, and chickadees use the cavi-
ties in mature trees for nesting.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/american_hornbeam

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
carpinus/caroliniana/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
musclewood.html

Index of Trees-Purdue University of 
Fort Wayne: https://www.pfw.edu/mi-
crosites/native-trees/bluebeech

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 127-129.

Missouri Botanical Garden: http://

www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=277833&isprofile=1&basic=-
carpinus%20caroliniana
Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights: 
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/74634
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/74641

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/carpinus/caroliniana.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 110-111.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Betulaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 20’ to 30’

n Average Width: 20’ to 35’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 25

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150   

n Bark Identification: Gray, thin and smooth, fluted, 
muscle-like in mature trees

n Leaf Identification: Ovate (oval ending in a point) 
with serrated edges, shiny, 3’’ to 6’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES
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AMERICAN YELLOWWOOD (Cladrastis kentukea)
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THE AMERICAN YELLOWWOOD is usually found in 
man-made habitats and forest edges. This tree is 
known for its yellow stained wood. It is also known for 

its attractive spring flowers, which are white and droop in 
bunches, typically 10’’ to 15’’ long. These pea-shaped blos-
soms bloom every 2 or 3 years, which makes this tree species 
unique. This tree species’ bark looks similar to the American 
beech. However, the American Yellowwood can be identi-
fied because its leaves are compound, and it does not grow 
as large as the American beech. The American yellowwood 
is not native to Huntington County but is found in southern 
Indiana. This tree species is the only Cladrastis species that is 
native to North America.

Horticulture Tips  
The American yellowwood requires full sun exposure environments. 
They also require a medium water supply and well-drained, medium soil. 
The American yellowwood can be found in nurseries. This tree should be 
pruned in the summertime, or else it will bleed. 

Benefits 
The American yellowwood is used as a landscaping tree in parks and yards 
for its attractive white flowers in the spring. It can also be used as a shade 
tree. The wood of this tree has a yellow dye in it that can be used as a stain, 
which is how this tree species was named. This dye was used by early set-
tlers to dye clothing and other items. The wood becomes light brown after 
being cut and dried, and it is typically used to make gunstocks. The branch-
es and twigs of this tree can be fragile and easily damaged by harsh weath-
er. The genus name comes from this attribute, coming from the Greek 
“klados” meaning branch and “thraustos” meaning fragile.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/american_yellowwood

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
cladrastis/kentukea/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
yl_wood.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 167-169.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://

www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=280286&isprofile=1&basic=-
Cladrastis%20kentukea

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76503
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76502

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 268-269.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum				  

n Family: Fabaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 30’ to 60’

n Average Width: 40’ to 55’

n Native Range: Central North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 15

n Average Lifespan in years: 75

n Bark Identification: Gray to dark gray, smooth

n Leaf Identification: Compound with 7 to 9 oval-
shaped leaflets (4’’ long) per leaf (8’’ to 12’’ long)

OTHER REFERENCES
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SHINGLE OAK (Quercus imbricaria)
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Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Courtesy of The  
Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 60’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 75

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Dark gray or brown, ridges 
separated by shallow fissures

n Leaf Identification: Ovate (oval ending in a point), 
not lobed, thick and leathery, bristle tipped, 4'' to 6'' 
long

Horticulture Tips 
The shingle oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water supply and 
medium, rich, well-drained soil. The shingle oak is intolerant to shade environments. 

Benefits
The shingle oak is commonly used as a screening tree for streets, large lawns, and 
parks. With its attractive fall colors ranging from yellow to dark red, this tree species 
is used for landscaping. This tree species was given its common name because set-
tlers would use the wood of this tree species for shingles as the wood is easy to split. 
The specific epithet imbricaria is Latin for placing in an overlapping order, as with tile 
or shingles. The shingle oak is also given the common name laurel oak because of its 
leaves, which resemble laurel oak tree leaves.

The acorns of the shingle oak are eaten by birds like the wild turkey, blue jay, and tufted 
titmouse. Mammals including the black bear, opossum, chipmunk, and several squirrel 
species also eat the shingle oak’s acorns. As this tree species matures, cavities in its 
trunk are used by many mammal and bird species as nesting sites and shelter.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/shingle_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/imbricaria/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
shingle_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 340-342.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280716&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=shingle%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/44190
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/45080

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/shingle-oak

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 190-191.

OTHER REFERENCES

THE SHINGLE OAK is typically found in man-made 
habitats and forests. The shingle oak is known for its 
unlobed, shiny green leaves, which distinguish it from 

the typical lobed leaves of other oak species. The shingle oak 
also has rounded acorns that have scaly, long cups which cover 
up to 1/2 of the acorn itself. These acorns are produced every 
two years because the shingle oak is a member of the red oak 
group. This tree species is not native to Huntington County but 
is native to counties surrounding Huntington.
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/shingle_oak
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/shingle_oak
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/shingle_oak
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/quercus/imbricaria/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/quercus/imbricaria/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/quercus/imbricaria/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/shingle_oak.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/shingle_oak.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/shingle_oak.html
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https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280716&isprofile=1&basic=shingle%20oak
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280716&isprofile=1&basic=shingle%20oak
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280716&isprofile=1&basic=shingle%20oak
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44190
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/44190
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/45080
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/45080
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/shingle-oak
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/shingle-oak


Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Courtesy of The  
Morton Arboretum

n Family: Pinaceae

n Type: Evergreen conifer

n Average Height: 50’ to 80’

n Average Width: 20’ to 40’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200      

n Bark Identification: Gray or brown, has furrows, 
ridges, and rectangular scales with age

n Leaf Identification: Evergreen needles in bunches 
of 5, 6’’ long with lines of white dots on them

Horticulture Tips  
The Eastern white pine prefers full sun exposure, but it can also grow in part shade en-
vironments. They require moderate water supply and well drained, acidic, medium to 
moist soil. The pH that is preferred is 5.5. With these requirements, they perform well 
across much of the eastern half of North America.

Benefits 
The Eastern white pine is best planted in a large yard, where it can be used as an or-
namental tree. Also, this tree species can be planted as a fencing tree because it can be 
sheared regularly, making it into a shrub. There are several parts of the Eastern white 
pine that have been used throughout history. The wood of this tree is lightweight and 
was used frequently in New England for making ship masts because of its height. This 
wood was so popular that it was a major lumber species in the late 1800’s. Additionally, 
the inner bark was used as a flour source by Native Americans. 

Several insects, like the pine tree cricket, use this tree as a food source. Birds like the 
pine warbler, yellow-throated warbler, and bald eagle use this tree for nesting. The red 
squirrel, gray squirrel, white-tailed deer, and cottontail rabbit all eat the seeds, branch-
es, and needles of the Eastern white pine. 

The Eastern white pine is the tallest tree east of the Mississippi. It is the state tree of 
Maine and Michigan. 

EASTERN WHITE PINE (Pinus strobus)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
pinus/strobus/

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources Tree Species Information: 
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/
tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-in-
formation/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
white_pine.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 286-288.  

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=285004&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=eastern%20white%20pine

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/62966
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/62934

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_1/silvics_vol1.pdf

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 30-31. 
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OTHER REFERENCES

THE EASTERN WHITE PINE is found in swamps, 
forests, and man-made habitats. The pinecones 
of the Eastern white pine are 4’’ to 8’’ long when 

mature and do not have prickles. The needles of this 
tree species are unique because they are clusters of 5, 
and most other conifers in our region have clusters of 
2 or 3 needles. These needles have a lot of Vitamin C in 
them. This tree is not native to Huntington County, as it is 
found primarily further north in the Great Lakes region 
and in the Appalachian Mountains. Naturally, it is found 
only in a few scattered populations in Indiana, but it is 
planted widely throughout the state.
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https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/pinus/strobus/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/pinus/strobus/
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=285004&isprofile=1&basic=eastern%20white%20pine
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=285004&isprofile=1&basic=eastern%20white%20pine
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/62966
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/62966
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/62934
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/62934
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_1/silvics_vol1.pdf
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_1/silvics_vol1.pdf
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_1/silvics_vol1.pdf


PAGODA DOGWOOD (Cornus alternifolia)
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THE PAGODA DOGWOOD is usually found in shrub-
lands, thickets, and forests. This tree is named be-
cause its leaves form horizontal tiers when mature, 

which resemble the roofs of a pagoda. The pagoda dogwood 
is unique from other dogwoods because its leaves are alter-
nate, while most dogwoods have opposite leaves. The ap-
pearance of the leaves of the pagoda dogwood also makes it 
distinguishable from other dogwoods. This tree has 5 to 6 
bold veins, while other dogwoods have fewer veins. Also, the 
berries of the pagoda dogwood are dark blue, while those of 
other dogwoods are typically white, red, or pale blue. This 
tree is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips  
Pagoda dogwoods prefer full sun exposure but can be successful in shade environments. 
They also require a medium water supply and well-drained, acidic (5.5 to 6.5 pH), medi-
um soil. The pagoda dogwood is a slow growing tree. 

Benefits 
The pagoda dogwood is used as a landscaping tree for lawns and streets. It can also be 
used in bird gardens, as it attracts several bird species and butterfly species. The genus 
name of this tree comes from the Latin word “cornu,” which means horn. This is in ref-
erence to the strength of the wood. The second part of the scientific name, “alternifolia,” 
references the alternate-leaf pattern that the pagoda dogwood has. 

Insects like the dogwood sawfly and long-horned beetle feed on the leaves and wood of 
this tree. The nectar and pollen of the white blossoms attract long-tongued and short-
tongued bees in springtime. Birds like the cedar waxwing, wood thrush, rose-breasted 
grosbeak, and American robin eat the berries of the pagoda dogwood. White-tailed deer 
and cottontail rabbits eat twigs and leaves, and beavers eat the branches.

Chicago Botanic Garden: 
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/cornus_alternifo-
lia--pagoda_dogwood

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: 
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/swida/alternifolia/

Illinois Wildflowers: 
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/al_dogwood.htm

Missouri Botanical Garden: 
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=279335&isprofile=1&basic=pagoda%20dogwood

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/66562
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/75418

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree Index: 
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/pagoda-dogwood

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Edward A. Hedborn Jr., 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Cornaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 15’ to 30’

n Average Width: 20’ to 30’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 15

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Light gray and smooth in 
younger trees, scaly and gray or brown with small 
blocks in maturity

n Leaf Identification: Elliptically shaped, 2’’ to 5’’ 
long, prominent veinsOTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/cornus_alternifolia--pagoda_dogwood
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/cornus_alternifolia--pagoda_dogwood
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/swida/alternifolia/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/al_dogwood.htm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=279335&isprofile=1&basic=pagoda%20dogwood
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=279335&isprofile=1&basic=pagoda%20dogwood
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/66562
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/75418
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/pagoda-dogwood


AMERICAN BEECH (Fagus grandifolia)
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THE AMERICAN BEECH is typically found 

in forests and thickets. This tree species  

is known for its triangular nuts, which  

are surrounded by spiny bracts. These nuts are  

edible after they ripen in the fall, and they are 

high in protein and fat. The American beech is also 

known for its smooth, gray bark. This tree species 

is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The American beech prefers full sun exposure but has a high tolerance for shade environ-
ments. It also prefers medium water supply and moist, well-drained soil. The American beech 
is slow-growing and long-lived. This tree species is susceptible to beech bark disease, which 
happens when a fungus and the beech scale, which is an insect, interact. An American beech 
with beech bark disease has white, wooly-like spots on its bark. There can also be darkening 
and discoloration in the tree’s bark. 

Benefits
The American beech is used as a landscaping tree for parks and large areas. It can also be used as 
a shade tree. If the bark of an American beech is carved, that part of the tree will be damaged and 
be disfigured for years. Tablets of American beech wood were used as writing material before the 
development of paper because of this. This characteristic was also used by early American frontiers-
man Daniel Boone as he went westward through the United States. He marked his progress with in-
scriptions on American Beech trees. The wood of this tree species is used for furniture and flooring. 

The wood duck, wild turkey, blue jay, and tufted titmouse eat beechnuts. The nuts are also eaten 
by the black bear, white-tailed deer, fox squirrel, and wild pigs. The now extinct passenger pi-
geon favored the beechnut for a food source. The American Beech gets cavities in its trunk as it 
gets older, and many birds and squirrels use them as nesting sites.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/fagus_grandifolia--ameri-
can_beech

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
fagus/grandifolia/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
am_beech.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 191-193.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280709&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=american%20beech

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76673
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76667

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/american-beech

Silvics of North America: 
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/
misc/ag_654/volume_2/fagus/grandifo-
lia.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 124-125.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 50’ to 70’

n Average Width: 40’ to 80’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 40

n Average Lifespan in Years: 300

n Bark Identification: Gray, thin, smooth, mature 
trunks can have black fissures

n Leaf Identification: Ovate (oval ending in a point), 
3’’ to 5’’ long, toothed edges, glossy and leathery OTHER REFERENCES
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76673
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76673
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76667
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76667
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/american-beech
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/american-beech
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/fagus/grandifolia.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/fagus/grandifolia.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/fagus/grandifolia.htm


FREEMAN MAPLE (Acer x freemanii)
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THE FREEMAN MAPLE is typically found in floodplains and  
forests. This tree species is a hybrid of the silver maple and the 
red maple. From the red maple, the freeman maple inherits 

its form and red fall foliage. The freeman maple’s rapid growth habit 
comes from the silver maple. The freeman maple can be distinguished 
from other maple species because of the narrow sinuses in between 
its lobes, as opposed to the wider sinuses in between the lobes of oth-
er maples. This tree species is found in Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The freeman maple prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part shade en-
vironments. It also prefers medium to wet water supply and moist, well-drained soil. The 
freeman maple is a fast-growing tree species. 

Benefits
The freeman maple is commonly used as a landscaping or shade tree for lawns, streets, 
and parks. There are several cultivars of the freeman maple. Oliver M. Freeman, from 
whom the specific epithet freemanii comes, grew the first freeman maple at the U.S. Na-
tional Arboretum in 1933. 

The seeds and buds of the freeman maple are eaten by birds like the Northern cardinal, 
ruffed grouse, rose-breasted grosbeak, purple finch, and American robin. Mammals like 
the black bear, raccoon, and several squirrel species eat the seeds.

Missouri Botanical Garden:
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=255063&isprofile=1&basic=freeman%20maple

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/40536
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/41026
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/82286

Sourcing: Edward A. Hedborn Jr., Deborah J.G. Brown, 
John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Sapindaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 40’ to 55’

n Average Width: 30’ to 40’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Gray, smooth, thin, furrows 
with maturity

n Leaf Identification: 5 pointed lobes, toothed  
edges, narrow sinuses (spaces between lobes),  
4'' to 6'' long

OTHER REFERENCES

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=255063&isprofile=1&basic=freeman%20maple
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=255063&isprofile=1&basic=freeman%20maple
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/40536
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/41026
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/82286


Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Pinaceae

n Type: Evergreen conifer

n Average Height: 40’ to 60’

n Average Width: 25’ to 30’

n Native Range: Europe 

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150

n Bark Identification: Gray with rough texture, 
often spotted with resin  

n Leaf Identification: Single evergreen needles, 
about ½’’ to 1’’ long

Horticulture Tips  
Norway spruces require full sun exposure to grow successfully. They also require me-
dium water supply and well-drained, moist soil, which makes them perform well in the 
Midwest. The Norway spruce is commonly found in nurseries for sale. These trees are 
low maintenance and provide winter color in yards, as most conifers do. 

Benefits 

With long branches that cause the total spread of the tree to be 25’ to 30’, the Norway 
spruce is best planted in a large yard, where it can be used as a screening tree or a land-
scaping tree. The Norway spruce is also commonly used for cultivation, as it can be used 
as an option for a Christmas tree. The wood is lightweight and soft, which makes it ideal 
for building furniture and musical instruments.   

Despite being non-native, the Norway spruce is used by several native species as a 
housing and food source. Several insects, like the caterpillars of moths, like the spruce 
budworm and the spruce needle miner, bore into its bark and use this plant as a food 
source. Since the Norway spruce has dense branches and ample covering, birds like the 
golden-crowned kinglet, blackburnian warbler, and red-breasted nuthatch use the tree 
for nesting.

NORWAY SPRUCE (Picea abies)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
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Chicago Botanic Garden: 
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/norway_spruce

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: 
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/picea/abies/

Indiana Department of Natural Resources Tree Species Information: 
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/

Illinois Wildflowers: 
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/nor_spruce.html

Missouri Botanical Garden: 
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=284987&isprofile=1&basic=norway%20spruce

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/79194 
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/79190
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THE NORWAY SPRUCE naturally grows in Europe 
but has been introduced to eastern parts of the United 
States. This tree is usually found in man-made habitats, 

since they rarely reproduce successfully in North America by 
themselves. The pinecones of the Norway spruce are brown and 
wood-scaled cones. Each scale of a pinecone holds two winged 
seeds, and these seeds are distributed through the wind. The 
cones of this tree are unique because their length ranges from 4’’ 
to 7’’, which is longer than most conifer’s cones. The cones of the 
Norway spruce also dangle off the branches. This tree species is 
not native to Huntington County.
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/norway_spruce
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/picea/abies/
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HACKBERRY (Celtis occidentalis)
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THE HACKBERRY is usually found in floodplains, 
forests, and meadows. This tree is often identified 
by the nipple galls on its leaves, which are abnor-

mal growths that are caused by insects. The hackberry 
is related to elm species, as shown by the asymmetrical 
base of its leaves. This tree is often confused with the 
closely related sugarberry, which is also native to Eastern 
North America. However, the hackberry can be distin-
guished because it has serrated edges on its leaves, and 
the sugarberry only has a few teeth on its leave’s edges. 
This tree is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips  
Hackberries prefer full sun exposure but can also perform well in shade environments. 
They also require a medium water supply and well-drained, moist soil. The hackberry 
is also known to have witches’ broom, which is a cluster of twigs at the end of branches. 
These growths do not cause harm to the tree and are a response to mites and fungus. 

Benefits 
The hackberry is an ideal shade tree. It can also serve as a landscaping tree in yards or 
residential streets. The wood of this tree can be used to make furniture, plywood, and 
for flooring. The berries of this tree are what the tree is named for, and birds like Amer-
ican robins and cedar waxwings eat them. Native Americans used the berries to add 
flavor to their food, and they used the bark to treat sore throats and other diseases. The 
hackberry was given its common name because according to Scottish immigrants, it 
resembled the hagberry tree in Scotland. 
The hackberry is used as a host plant for many butterfly species like the hackberry em-
peror and the snout butterfly. The hackberry psyllid is an insect that feeds on the hack-
berry, but it causes nipple galls. The hackberry mite causes the witches’ broom feature 
of this tree. While the gray squirrel and several deer species feed on the twigs, seedlings, 
and nuts of the hackberry, it is not a popular food source because it has low protein value. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/celtis_occidentalis--com-
mon_hackberry

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
celtis/occidentalis/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
hackberry.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 158-160.

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/hackberry

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=245541&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=hackberry

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/74977
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/74972

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/celtis/occidentalis.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 116-117.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Sharon Yiesla, Courtesy of 
The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Cannabaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 70’

n Average Width: 40’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North 			 
America

n Average Years to Maturity: 25

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150

n Bark Identification: Gray and smooth when 
young, warts with aging, ridged and scaled in maturity

n Leaf Identification: Ovate (oval ending in a point) 
with toothed edges, 2’’ to 5’’ long, pointed, or hooked 
tip, often covered in galls (plant growths caused by 
insects)
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/74977
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/74972
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/74972
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/celtis/occidentalis.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/celtis/occidentalis.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/celtis/occidentalis.htm


Sourcing: William S. Stickney, Deborah J.G. Brown, 
Photos Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Sapindaceae

n Type: Deciduous 

n Average Height: 30’ to 60’

n Average Width: 30’ to 50’

n Native Range: North America	

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 75   

n Bark Identification: Light brown to gray, shallow 
fissures

n Leaf Identification: Compound with three to  
seven lobed leaflets (each 2’’ to 4’’ long) per leaf 
(typically 6’’ long)

Horticulture Tips 
Box elder maples prefer full sun exposure to grow successfully, but they can also be 
tolerant to light shade environments. They also prefer medium water supply and moist 
soil. This tree is known for its fast growth in its youth and is a short-lived tree com-
pared to similar deciduous tree species. 

Benefits
The box elder maple is used as a landscaping tree, windbreak tree, or a shade tree in 
yards or along residential streets. The wood of the box elder maple is often used to 
make wooden crates and boxes, which is where it derives the first part of its common 
name. The second part, “elder,” was given to this tree because its leaves are similar to 
those of elderberry trees. Because of its fast growth while it is maturing, the wood of 
this tree can be weak. The pink markings in the wood make it prized by wood turners 
to make bowls and cups. The sap can be used to make syrup, but it is typically not as 
sweet as sugar maple sap. 
Insects like the box elder bug and the box elder aphid use the box elder maple as a 
source of food. This tree is also used by the purple finch and the pine grosbeak for a 
food source, and several warblers forage for insects that bore in the box elder maple. 
White-tailed deer and the American moose are known to eat the twigs and branches 
of this tree. Bat species like the evening bat and the hoary bat use it as a roosting site 
because box elder maples are cavity-prone in their older age.

BOX ELDER MAPLE (Acer negundo)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

THE BOX ELDER MAPLE is native to and widely distrib-
uted in North America. This tree is usually found in 
forests, man-made habitats and floodplains. This tree 

stands out among other maples because it has compound 
leaves, meaning that there are two or more leaflets that make 
up a leaf. Most maple leaves are not compound on other ma-
ple species. As the leaves of this tree look similar to those of 
ash trees, the box elder maple is sometimes called by anoth-
er common name: ash-leaved maple. The box elder maple is 
classified as a soft maple. Compared to other maple species 
in the area surrounding Huntington County, this tree is fast 
growing, short and somewhat messy in appearance. This tree 
species is native to Huntington County. 

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
acer/negundo/
Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
box_elder.htm
Index of Trees — Purdue University 
of Fort Wayne: https://www.pfw.edu/
microsites/native-trees/boxelder
Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 72-74.
Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/acer/negundo.htm

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=275364&isprofile=1&basic=ac-
er%20negundo

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights: 
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/40646
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/37783

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 64-65.
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SILVER MAPLE (Acer saccharinum)
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THE SILVER MAPLE is typically found in bottomlands, lake 
shores, swamps, and forested floodplains. This tree species 
gets its common name from the silvery white undersides of its 

leaves. It is distinguishable from other maple species because of its 
shaggy, peeling bark plates and the deep sinuses on its leaves. This 
tree species is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The silver maple prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part shade envi-
ronments. It also prefers medium to wet water supply and medium to wet, well-drained 
soil. The wood of the silver maple is weak and brittle, breaking off easily in high winds 
and winter weather. This tree species is extremely fast-growing.

Benefits
The silver maple is commonly used as a landscaping tree or shade tree for lawns, parks, 
and streets. Like other maple species, the silver maple has attractive yellow, orange, and 
red fall foliage. The specific epithet saccharinum comes from the Latin word for sugar, 
which is in reference to the sap that comes from the silver maple that can make maple 
syrup. However, the sap quality and quantity of the silver maple are far less than that of 
the sugar maple. The wood of the silver maple is soft and is often sold under the name 
“red maple wood” in the lumber industry. This is where the silver maple gets another of 
its common names: soft maple. 

The larvae of several long-horned beetle species and the larvae of wood-boring beetles 
and moths eat the leaves and wood of the silver maple. The seeds and buds are eaten by 
birds like the Northern cardinal, rose-breasted grosbeak, purple finch, and American rob-
in. Mammals like the black bear, raccoon, Eastern chipmunk, and several squirrel species 
eat the seeds of the silver maple.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/silver_maple

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
acer/saccharinum/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
silver_maple.htm

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 80-82.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=275381

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/40846
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/82137

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/silver-maple

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/acer/saccharinum.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 54-55.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Deborah J.G. Brown,  
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Sapindaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 80’

n Average Width: 35’ to 70’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Gray with long plates with 
loose edges in maturity, smooth when young

n Leaf Identification: 5 lobes, deep sinuses (spaces 
between lobes), silvery white underneath

OTHER REFERENCES
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Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Edward A. Hedborn Jr., 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Juglandaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 80’

n Average Width: 30’ to 50’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 150

n Bark Identification: Gray, narrow and flat ridges 
with shallow fissures, scaly with maturity 

n Leaf Identification: 7 to 11 leaflets per leaf, yel-
low to green, smooth, serrated edges

BITTERNUT HICKORY (Carya cordiformis)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

THE BITTERNUT HICKORY is typically found 
in forests, bottomlands, riparian forests, and 
swamps. The bitternut hickory was given its 

common name because settlers found the nuts to be 
bitter to the taste because of its high tannin content, 
which is a complex chemical that comes from  
phenolic acid. However, settlers found that they  
could use the nuts to make oil to burn in lamps. The  
bitternut hickory can be distinguished from other 
hickory species because of its bright yellow buds. 
This tree species is native to Huntington County.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/carya_cordiformis--bitternut

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
carya/cordiformis/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
btnt_hickory.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 132-134.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=281350&isprofile=1&ba-

sic=bitternut%20hickory

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/63248
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/63257

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/bitternut-hickory

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/carya/cordiformis.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 250-251.
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Horticulture Tips 
The bitternut hickory prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part shade 
environments. It also prefers medium to wet water supply and medium to wet, well-
drained soil. The bitternut hickory is relatively short-lived compared to other hickory 
species. 

Benefits
The bitternut hickory is commonly used as a landscaping tree or shade tree in large 
yards, streets, or parks. With yellow fall foliage, the bitternut hickory is typically an 
attractive ornamental tree. The specific epithet cordiformis comes from the Latin word 
cordata, which means heart shaped. This is in reference to the shape of the fruit husks. 
The wood of the bitternut hickory is strong and has been used to make yokes, wagon 
wheels, tool handles, and furniture. 

Since the nuts of the bitternut hickory are bitter, few mammals and bird species use 
them as a food source. White-tailed deer and cottontail rabbits eat the seedlings and 
twigs of this tree species. Beavers use the branches to build their dams. 
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281350&isprofile=1&basic=bitternut%20hickory
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281350&isprofile=1&basic=bitternut%20hickory
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/63248
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https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/bitternut-hickory
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HONEY LOCUST (Gleditsia triacanthos)
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THE HONEY LOCUST is typically found in bot-
tomlands, thickets, and prairies. The honey 
locust is given its common name because of 

the sweet pulp that surrounds the seeds within flat, 

long seed pods. This pulp is favored by cows as a food 

source. The honey locust is also given the common 

name thorny-locust because of the branching thorns 

on its trunk. This tree species is native to Huntington 

County.

Horticulture Tips 

The honey locust prefers full sun exposure but can grow successfully in part shade envi-
ronments. It also prefers medium to wet water supply and medium to wet, well-drained 
soil. 

Benefits
The honey locust is not typically used as a street tree because of its thorns. However, 
thornless cultivars are available and can be lawn trees or street trees. The specific epithet 
triacanthos comes from the Greek words tri and acantha, which means three and thorn, 
which refers to the three-branched thorns on the trunks of honey locusts. These thorns 
were used by settlers to card wool. 

The seed pods of the honey locust, which can reach up to 1’ in length, are eaten by mam-
mal species like cattle, sheep, goats, deer, and opossums. This tree species has been said 
to have been a food source of the American mastodon and giant ground sloths during the 
last ice age, which is where the evolution of the thorny bark is thought to have come from 
as a defense mechanism.

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
gleditsia/triacanthos/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
honey_locust.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 207-209.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280280&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=honey%20locust

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/76547
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/92501

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/honeylocust

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/gleditsia/triacanthos.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 272-273.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Deborah J.G. Brown,  
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fabaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 60’ to 80’ 

n Average Width: 60’ to 80’ 

n Native Range: Eastern and Central North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 125

n Bark Identification: Smooth, gray, narrow peeling 
strips, typically have 3 branched thorns

n Leaf Identification: 9 to 14 leaflets (½ to 1 ½’’ 
long) per leaf (6 to 10’’ long), yellow green
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https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/gleditsia/triacanthos/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/gleditsia/triacanthos/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/gleditsia/triacanthos/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/honey_locust.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/honey_locust.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/honey_locust.html
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280280&isprofile=1&basic=honey%20locust
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280280&isprofile=1&basic=honey%20locust
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280280&isprofile=1&basic=honey%20locust
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280280&isprofile=1&basic=honey%20locust
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=280280&isprofile=1&basic=honey%20locust
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76547
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/76547
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/92501
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/92501
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/honeylocust
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/honeylocust
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/gleditsia/triacanthos.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/gleditsia/triacanthos.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/gleditsia/triacanthos.htm


Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, John Hagstrom,  
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Juglandaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 75’ to 100’

n Average Width: 75’ to 100’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Gray to brown, fissured and 
darkened with maturity

n Leaf Identification: 15 to 25 leaflets (3’’ long) per 
leaf (1’ to 2’ long), serrated edges

BLACK WALNUT (Juglans nigra)
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THE BLACK WALNUT is typically found in man-
made habitats, bottomlands, forests, mead-
ows, and fields. The black walnut is known for 

its edible nuts that are encased in a green husk. When 
the green husk rots away, the kernels within the nuts 
can be harvested to eat. These kernels have a strong 
smell and are said to have a good flavor. The common 
name black walnut comes from the darkening of the 
bark that happens with maturity for this tree species. 
This tree species is native to Huntington County.

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
juglans/nigra/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
black_walnut.htm

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 226-228.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=281348&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=black%20walnut

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:

https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/61780

https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/77759

Purdue University Fort Wayne Index 
of Trees: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/black-walnut

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/juglans/nigra.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 278-279.
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Horticulture Tips 

The black walnut requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water supply and 
moist, well-drained soil. The rotting, black husks of the nut can stain sidewalks and skin 
if held. The black walnut produces a chemical called juglone, which is toxic to many 
plant species. Black walnuts should not be planted near garden plants or landscaping. 

Benefits
The black walnut is typically used as a landscaping tree for large lawns. It is not com-
monly used as a street tree because of its large size. The wood is highly valued and 
expensive and is used to make cabinets, veneer, furniture, and gunstocks. Native Amer-
icans used the nuts for food and boiled the tree sap of this tree species for syrup. It is 
also said that they threw the husks of the nuts into water sources to poison fish, making 
them easier to catch. 

Insect species, like the larvae of the long-horned beetle and stink bugs, eat the foliage 
of the black walnut. The nuts of the black walnut are eaten by mammals like the gray 
squirrel, fox squirrel, and red squirrel. As these nuts are commonly buried by squirrels, 
they help with the distribution of the black walnut.

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/juglans/nigra/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/juglans/nigra/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/juglans/nigra/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/black_walnut.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/black_walnut.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/black_walnut.htm
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-species-information/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281348&isprofile=1&basic=black%20walnut
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281348&isprofile=1&basic=black%20walnut
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281348&isprofile=1&basic=black%20walnut
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281348&isprofile=1&basic=black%20walnut
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=281348&isprofile=1&basic=black%20walnut
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/61780
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/61780
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/77759
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/77759
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/black-walnut
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/black-walnut
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/juglans/nigra.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/juglans/nigra.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/juglans/nigra.htm


WHITE MULBERRY (Morus alba)
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THE WHITE MULBERRY is typically found in man-made hab-
itats, forests, thickets, and prairies. The leaves of the white 
mulberry were a prime food source for silkworms, who pro-

duce the fibers needed to weave silk together.  In an attempt to cre-
ate a silk industry in America, this tree species was planted widely 
throughout the United States. Even though the industry did not suc-
ceed as well as initially hoped, the white mulberry still naturalized 
in prairies and fields to be used by wildlife. The glossy nature of the 
white mulberry’s leaves distinguishes it from the red mulberry, a 
similar species which is native to North America. This tree species 
is also unique because of the variable number of lobes that can be 
on the leaves of a single white mulberry tree. This tree species is not 
native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The white mulberry requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water sup-

ply and moist, well-drained soil. The fruit of the white mulberry stains extremely 

easily. The fruit is edible, and it is used to make jams and jellies and resembles a 

black berry in shape and color. 

Benefits
The white mulberry is not commonly used as a landscaping tree because of its 

messy, staining fruit. While the white mulberry is nonnative to the United States, 

several bird species, like the ruffed grouse, blue jay, cedar waxwing, Baltimore 

oriole, yellow warbler, rose-breasted grosbeak, and catbird eat the fruit. The fruit 

is known as a drupe and resembles a raspberry or blackberry in appearance and 

color. Mammals like the opossum, raccoon, and fox squirrel eat the fruit. White-

tailed deer eat the leaves and twigs, and beavers eat the wood. The Eastern box 

turtle and the ornate box turtle also eat the drupes of this tree species. 

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: 
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/morus/alba/

Illinois Wildflowers: 
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wh_mulberry.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification and Cultivation Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 258-259.

Missouri Botanical Garden:
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx-
?taxonid=282726&isprofile=1&basic=white%20mulberry

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78446
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78445

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Moraceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 30’ to 50’

n Average Width: 30’ to 50’

n Native Range: China

n Average Years to Maturity: 15

n Average Lifespan in Years: 60

n Bark Identification: Light brown, dark orange 
furrows and brown ridges

n Leaf Identification: Glossy, rounded, 3-5 lobes, 
serrated edges, 8’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/morus/alba/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wh_mulberry.htm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282726&isprofile=1&basic=white%20mulberry
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=282726&isprofile=1&basic=white%20mulberry
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78446
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/78445


Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Kitty Kohout, Courtesy of 
The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Salicaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 80’

n Average Width: 30’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Dark gray, deeply ridged

n Leaf Identification: Triangular, toothed edges, 
glossy, 5’’ long

COTTONWOOD (Populus deltoides)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
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THE COTTONWOOD is typically found in man-
made habitats, bottomlands, woodlands, and 
along rivers and lakes. Since the fluffy white 

seeds of the cottonwood are easily carried by wind 
and water, the waterside habitats of the cottonwood 
create ideal environments for growth and repopula-
tion. The seeds of this tree species are surrounded 
by silky, white hairs that resemble cotton as they are 
carried by the wind, which is how the common name 
cottonwood was given. This tree species is native to 
Huntington County.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/populus_deltoides--cotton-
wood

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
populus/deltoides/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
cottonwood.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North America: 
An Identification 	 and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 300-302.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=286781&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=cottonwood

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/37975
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/81661

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/populus/deltoides.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 160-161.
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Horticulture Tips 
The cottonwood requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to wet water supply 
and medium to wet, acidic soil. The cottonwood is a fast-growing tree species. 

Benefits
The cottonwood is not commonly used as a landscaping tree because of its messy seeds 
and its weak wood, which creates foliage litter in yards and parks. However, the male 
only cultivars of this tree species do not produce the cotton-like seeds and are planted 
as street trees or lawn trees. The specific epithet deltoides refers to the triangular or 
deltoid shape of the leaves of this tree species. The wood of the cottonwood is weak and 
warps easily. While it is not used in commercial lumber, it is used to make crates and 
plywood. 

Birds like the ruffed grouse, prairie chicken, and purple finch eat the buds of the cot-
tonwood. The cavities of this tree species provide nesting for birds like the Baltimore 
oriole, Northern parula, and yellow warbler. White-tailed deer and the cottontail rabbit 
eat the twigs and foliage. Beavers use the wood as a food source and as construction 
materials for their dams.

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_deltoides--cottonwood
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_deltoides--cottonwood
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_deltoides--cottonwood
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_deltoides--cottonwood
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/populus/deltoides/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/populus/deltoides/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/populus/deltoides/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/cottonwood.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/cottonwood.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/cottonwood.htm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286781&isprofile=1&basic=cottonwood
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286781&isprofile=1&basic=cottonwood
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286781&isprofile=1&basic=cottonwood
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286781&isprofile=1&basic=cottonwood
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286781&isprofile=1&basic=cottonwood
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/37975
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/37975
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81661
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81661
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/populus/deltoides.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/populus/deltoides.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/populus/deltoides.htm


QUAKING ASPEN (Populus tremuloides)
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THE QUAKING ASPEN is typically found in forests, 
meadows and fields, shrublands or thickets, and 
woodlands. The common name for the quaking 

aspen comes from twisting and twirling of the leaves 
when it is windy. This is also why the tree is given the 
other common name trembling aspen. This “quaking” 
happens because of the flattened leaf stalks of the quak-
ing aspen, which causes the leaves to move easier in 
wind. The quaking aspen repopulates clonally from its 
roots, which causes large colonies of multiple trunks to 
form. This tree species is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The quaking aspen requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium water supply 
and rich, moist, well-drained soil. The quaking aspen is a fast-growing tree species. 

Benefits
The quaking aspen is sometimes used as a landscaping tree in yards and streets. 
The common name golden aspen is given to the quaking aspen because of the 
attractive yellow fall foliage. The quaking aspen is a softwood species. It has been 
used to make pulp for paper and for plywood. The wood does not splinter easily, 
which makes it ideal for making toothpicks and sauna benches.

Insects like the aspen leaf beetle and the cottonwood leaf beetle eat the leaves and 
wood of the quaking aspen. The yellow-bellied sapsucker drills through the bark to 
eat the sap of this tree, and the ruffed grouse and purple finch eat the buds. White-
tailed deer, cattle, muskrats, and beavers are mammals that also eat the foliage of 
the quaking aspen. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/populus_tremuloides--quak-
ing_aspen

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
populus/tremuloides/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
quaking_aspen.html

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 307-309.

Missouri Botanical Garden: http://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=286796&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=Populus+tremuloides

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/81699
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/81705

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/populus/tremuloides.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 166-167.

Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Salicaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 20’ to 50’

n Average Width: 10’ to 30’

n Native Range: North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 15

n Average Lifespan in Years: 75

n Bark Identification: Smooth and white to gray 
when young, developing deep, horizontal furrows 
with age

n Leaf Identification: Round, triangular, finely 
toothed edges, smooth, 3’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES
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https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_tremuloides--quaking_aspen
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_tremuloides--quaking_aspen
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_tremuloides--quaking_aspen
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/populus_tremuloides--quaking_aspen
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/populus/tremuloides/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/populus/tremuloides/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/populus/tremuloides/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/quaking_aspen.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/quaking_aspen.html
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/quaking_aspen.html
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286796&isprofile=1&basic=Populus+tremuloides
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286796&isprofile=1&basic=Populus+tremuloides
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286796&isprofile=1&basic=Populus+tremuloides
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286796&isprofile=1&basic=Populus+tremuloides
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286796&isprofile=1&basic=Populus+tremuloides
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81699
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81699
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81705
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81705
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/populus/tremuloides.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/populus/tremuloides.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/populus/tremuloides.htm


Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Rosaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 80’

n Average Width: 30’ to 60’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 30

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Red to brown, smooth in 
young age, thick and dark scales in maturity 

n Leaf Identification: Glossy, serrated edges, ob-
long-ovate (oval-shaped), 5’’ long

BLACK CHERRY (Prunus serotina)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

THE BLACK CHERRY is typically found in 
woodlands, forests, and fields. The black 
cherry is known for its attractive white spring 

flowers, which bloom in 6’’ long clusters. These 
flowers are followed by small, dark red cherries, 
which are inedible directly from the tree. However, 
they can be used to make jams and jellies. The bark, 
roots, and leaves all contain toxic cyanogenic com-
pounds, which give off a bitter almond smell, and 
the wilted leaves contain cyanide. This tree species 
is native to Huntington County.

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
prunus/serotina/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
wb_cherry.htm

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 314-317.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=286398&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=black%20cherry

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/81165
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/81161

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/black-cherry

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/prunus/serotina.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 174-175.
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Horticulture Tips 
The black cherry prefers full sun exposure but can be in part shade environments. It 
also prefers medium water supply and medium, well-drained soil. 

Benefits
The black cherry can be used as a landscaping tree or a shade tree for yards and streets. 
However, black knots, which is a fungal disease that causes hard, black galls to grow on 
the branches of black cherry trees, can be unattractive for landscaping. The specific ep-
ithet serotina comes from the Latin word for “late,” which refers to the late flowering of 
this tree species compared to other cherry species. The fruit of the black cherry is used 
to flavor rums and whiskeys, which is how the common name wild rum cherry was 
given. Native Americans used the inner bark for cough medicines and cold remedies. 
The wood of the black cherry is red-brown and polishes well, which makes it ideal for 
making furniture, veneers, cabinets, and musical instruments.

Caterpillars of the butterflies the tiger swallowtail and the red spotted purple, as well 
as the honeybee and the bumblebee, use the nectar, pollen, and foliage of the black 
cherry as a food source. The cherries are eaten by mammals like the raccoon, black 
bear, gray fox, and red fox, and bird species like the catbird, cedar waxwing, Northern 
cardinal, and several woodpecker species.

https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/prunus/serotina/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/prunus/serotina/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/prunus/serotina/
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wb_cherry.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wb_cherry.htm
https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/wb_cherry.htm
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286398&isprofile=1&basic=black%20cherry
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286398&isprofile=1&basic=black%20cherry
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286398&isprofile=1&basic=black%20cherry
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286398&isprofile=1&basic=black%20cherry
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=286398&isprofile=1&basic=black%20cherry
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81165
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81165
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81161
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/81161
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/black-cherry
https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/black-cherry
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/prunus/serotina.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/prunus/serotina.htm
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/prunus/serotina.htm


WHITE OAK (Quercus alba)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM
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THE WHITE OAK is typically found in woodlands, 
bottomlands, and prairies. As it is in the white 
oak group, the acorns of this tree species are pro-

duced every year. The acorns of the white oak are oval-
shaped and have wart-like scales on their cups, which 
distinguishes it from the typical flat scales on other oak 
species’ acorns. The white oak is also unique from other 
oak species because of the variable, rounded lobes on 
its leaves. The white oak gets its common name from its 
light gray bark and the white undersides of its leaves. 
This tree species is native to Huntington County.

Horticulture Tips 
The white oak requires full sun exposure. It also prefers medium to dry water supply 
and medium to dry, acidic soil. The white oak is a slow-growing tree species compared to 
other oaks. 

Benefits
The white oak is commonly used as a landscaping and shade tree for large lawns and golf 
courses. However, because of its large size and crown, the white oak is not commonly 
used as a street tree. The specific epithet alba means “white” in Latin, which is in refer-
ence to the light bark of this tree species. The wood of the white oak is hard and strong, 
making it preferred in the lumber industry. The wood can be used to make furniture, 
flooring, naval ships, and is used as firewood. Another common name for the white oak is 
the stave oak, which refers to the common use of this wood to make barrels. 

Caterpillars, like the Northern hairstreak and the striped hairstreak, use the white oak 
as a food source. Bird species like the ring-necked pheasant, ruffed grouse, and blue jay, 
and mammals like the black bear, raccoon, wild hog, and several squirrel species eat the 
acorns of the white oak. White-tailed deer and cottontail rabbit eat the twigs and foliage.

The white oak is the state tree of Illinois. 

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alter-
natives/white_oak

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
quercus/alba/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
white_oak.html

Indiana Department of Natural Re-
sources: https://www.in.gov/dnr/for-
estry/tree-seedling-nurseries/tree-spe-
cies-information/

Leopold, Donald J. Trees of the Central 
Hardwood Forests of North Ameri-
ca: An Identification and Cultivation 
Guide. Timber Press, 1998, pp. 327-329.

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://
www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/

PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=280711&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=white%20oak

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/38597
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/43834

Purdue University Fort Wayne Tree 
Index: https://www.pfw.edu/micro-
sites/native-trees/white-oak

Silvics of North America: https://www.
srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/vol-
ume_2/quercus/alba.htm

Weeks, Sally S., et al. Native Trees of 
the Midwest: Identification, Wildlife 
Values, and Landscaping Use, Purdue 
University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 
2005, pp. 182-183.

Sourcing: Deborah J.G. Brown, Ronald M. Coulter, 
Courtesy of The Morton Arboretum

n Family: Fagaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 50’ to 80’

n Average Width: 50’ to 80’

n Native Range: Eastern North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 50

n Average Lifespan in Years: 200

n Bark Identification: Light gray, narrow flat plates, 
shallow furrows

n Leaf Identification: 7 to 9 rounded lobes, deep 
sinuses (spaces between lobes), white undersides, 4’’ 
to 9’’ long

OTHER REFERENCES

'43Z'
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https://www.pfw.edu/microsites/native-trees/white-oak
https://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/misc/ag_654/volume_2/quercus/alba.htm
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Sourcing: John Hagstrom, Courtesy of The Morton 
Arboretum

n Family: Anacardiaceae

n Type: Deciduous

n Average Height: 10’ to 20’

n Average Width: 10’ to 20’

n Native Range: North America

n Average Years to Maturity: 20

n Average Lifespan in Years: 100

n Bark Identification: Brown to gray, horizontal 
fissures

n Leaf Identification: Shiny, 9 to 27 leaflets per leaf 
(up to 18’’ long), fern-like

SMOOTH SUMAC (Rhus glabra)

EVERGREEN PARK & ARBORETUM | 1370 EVERGREEN ROAD,  
HUNTINGTON, IN 46750 | WWW.HUNTINGTON.IN.US/ARBORETUM

THE SMOOTH SUMAC is typically found in prairies, fields, 

and man-made habitats. The smooth sumac can be distin-

guished from the staghorn sumac because of its smooth 

stems, as opposed to the hairy, down covered stems of the stag-

horn. This is also how the smooth sumac received its common 

name. The smooth sumac is an attractive tree because of its pyra-

midal, red fruit clusters and for its dark red fall foliage. This tree 

species is native to Huntington County.

Chicago Botanic Garden: https://www.
chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/
plantfinder/rhus_glabra--smooth_sumac

Go Botany Native Plant Trust: https://
gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/
rhus/glabra/

Illinois Wildflowers: https://www.
illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/
sm_sumac.htm

Missouri Botanical Garden: https://

www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.as-
px?taxonid=275934&isprofile=1&ba-
sic=smooth%20sumac

Morton Arboretum Photo Copyrights:
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/73145
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/73149
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/ob-
jects/73152
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Horticulture Tips 
The smooth sumac prefers full sun exposure but can be in part shade environments. It 
also prefers dry to medium water supply and dry to medium, well-drained soil. 

Benefits
The smooth sumac can be used as a small landscaping tree for lawns. The specific 
epithet glabra comes from the Latin word for without hair. The fruit of the smooth 
sumac is eaten by birds like the ruffed grouse, ring-necked pheasant, Northern cardinal, 
Northern flicker, pine warbler, catbird, and several woodpeckers. White-tailed deer and 
cottontail rabbits eat the leaves and twigs.

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/rhus_glabra--smooth_sumac
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https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/rhus/glabra/
https://gobotany.nativeplanttrust.org/species/rhus/glabra/
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https://www.illinoiswildflowers.info/trees/plants/sm_sumac.htm
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275934&isprofile=1&basic=smooth%20sumac
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https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275934&isprofile=1&basic=smooth%20sumac
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275934&isprofile=1&basic=smooth%20sumac
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/73145
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https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/73149
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/73149
https://acorn.mortonarb.org/Detail/objects/73152
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