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RESOLUTION 07 - 01
Trails & Greenways Master Plan
WHEREAS, the Huntington Parks and Recreation Board is aware of the park and recreation
needs of the residents of the City of Huntington, and

WHEREAS, the Huntington Parks and Recreation Board is desirous of providing aesthetic and
functional trails and greenways to the residents of the City of Huntington to meet their needs,
and
WHEREAS, the Huntington

Parks and Recreation Board realizes the importance
planning in order to meet the needs of its residents, and

of sound

WHEREAS, the Huntington Parks and Recreation Board is continually aware of the value and
importance of trails & greenways, leisure opportunities, recreational programs and facilities for
the future of the Huntington Parks and Recreation Department and to the residents of the City of
Huntington,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE HUNTINGTON PARKS AND
RECREATION BOARD, by unanimous declaration, does adopt the Huntington Parks and
Recreation Trails & Greenways Master Plan as its official plan for the growth and development
of trails and greenways in Huntington, Indiana. The Huntington Parks and Recreation Board is
committed to an annual review and update of the goals and objectives of this Master Plan .
Adopted and signed the
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I

stand by the river and I know that it has been here yesterday
and will be here tomorrow and that therefore, since I am part of
its pattern today, I also belong to all its yesterdays and will be a
part of all its tomorrows. This is a kind of earthly immortality, a
kinship with rivers and hills and rocks, with all things and all
creatures that have ever lived or ever will live or have their being
on the earth. It is my assurance of an orderly continuity in the
great design of the universe.
Virginia S. Eifert
Naturalist and Author
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Trails & Greenways Concept
Conversion of railroad and river corridors to an urban trail and greenway opens a
remarkable opportunity for community revitalization. Trails and greenways have the
potential to significantly improve the quality of life in City of Huntington. Imagine the
Huntington community where residents can live or work and enjoy daily breaks, taking a
walk or bike ride to local restaurants, shops, entertainment and recreation areas through a
trail and greenway network. Soon, recreation and relaxation will become part of everyday
life in Huntington.
The trails and greenway system has the potential to become Huntington’s largest nonmotorized corridor connecting residential neighborhoods, schools, parks, downtown areas,
civic and cultural buildings and other common destinations.
As with any community improvement, trail and greenway projects will progress more
smoothly with strong community support. The Trail Advisory Committee was established as
a broad stroke of the community. Members represent local government, Huntington
University, Parkview Hospital, local businesses & organizations, schools, parks and local
residents.
It was through the Trail Advisory Committee that a vision and mission statement was
developed. Greenways were defined as trails that follow natural features such as rivers
and streams or man-made features such as utility, road or railroad corridors. Greenways
preserve natural areas and wildlife corridors, manage storm water, and connect the
community in a pedestrian and bicycle friendly network that promotes healthy active living.
A logo incorporating the Huntington Park and Recreation Department was adopted as logo
representing Huntington Trails and Greenways.

Vision:
Experience Huntington – Walk It! • Hike It! • Bike It!

Mission Statement
To develop and maintain a trails and greenways system to enhance and preserve
quality of life that makes the Huntington community a healthier, more prosperous
and more enjoyable place to live, work and visit.
INTRODUCTIONS - 2
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Goals & Objectives
The identification of goals and objectives will help direct the Trails & Greenways program to
become more effective. As individual objectives are accomplished, it will be one step closer
to reaching a goal. The primary goal of the Huntington Trails & Greenways is to provide a
network of various trails, walks and bikeways which will promotes a healthy lifestyle in the
community.

Connectivity
To develop, implement and maintain a safe trail and greenway system that links residential
neighborhoods, schools, parks, cultural sites/facilities, work places and other common
destinations to each other.
•

•
•

Develop trail, greenway and bikeway
network that is within a reasonable
distance and accessible by each
residential neighborhood.
Connect parks and schools to the
trails and greenway system.
Develop an interconnected system of
shared use trails, sidewalks and
bikeways.

•
•

Designate a comprehensive on-street
and off-street bicycle/pedestrian
network for commuters.
Identify destination points in the
bicycle/pedestrian network to link
residents to their places of work,
shopping and play.

Transportation
Provide corridors and routes that pedestrians, bicyclists and others can use as an
alternative to vehicular use.
•

•

Develop of greenway system along
Wabash River, Little River and rail
corridors as regional connections to
areas outside of Huntington.
Development
of
an
area-wide
bikeway
network
for
local
connections.

•
•

Designation of bikeways with signage.
Publication of brochure promoting
Bikeways of Huntington.

Recreation, Health & Fitness
Design a trail and greenway system that offers an opportunity for residents to utilize their
leisure time to maintain a fit and healthy lifestyle.
•
•

Create trail and greenways with public
access
connections
to
other
recreational resources.
Promote trails and greenways as a
destination for health and fitness
activities, for special events and daily
use.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Trail links to each city park.
Trails links to each school.
Trail link to YMCA.
Trail link to Parkview Hospital
Trail link to Huntington University
Trail link to P.A.L.
Trail link to IDNR J. Edward Roush
Lake property
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Historical / Cultural / Education
To develop a greenways system that protects, enhances and promotes the significant
historical and cultural resources, places and people of the local community; and promotes
opportunities for learning about them.
•

Develop trail links to:
- Forks of the Wabash
- Huntington University
- Schools
- Library
- Historical Museum
- Historical Districts

•
•

Develop and install interpretive
signage along trails and greenways.
Work with local schools, Huntington
University and Huntington Parks &
Recreation Department to develop
and promote environmental education
programs and outdoor classrooms
along the greenways.

Environment / Natural Resources
To develop, implement and maintain a greenways system whose function is to protect,
preserve and restore the natural resources and open spaces of the community.
•

Acquire land ownership or easement
rights for development of greenways
along the Wabash River and Little
River.

•

Protect and enhance riparian and
other natural areas along greenways
that will support a diversity of native
flora and fauna.

Economics
Encourage the trail and greenway edges as setting for investments that has multi-objective
benefits resulting in a positive economic impact on the community.
•

•

Promote
the
value-added
characteristics of trails, greenways
and bikeways as an economic and
recreational asset to neighborhoods,
property owner and the entire
community.
Promote destination points along
trails and greenways that will benefit
from increase and visit of users
(restaurants,
shopping,
library,
museum, etc.)
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•
•

Promote
Huntington
Trails
&
Greenways for tourism dollars.
Promote trails and greenways as an
asset that will
- Enhance the quality of life.
- Reduce
health
care
costs
associated with a healthier and fitter
population.
- Reduction in transportation costs.
- Improved air quality.
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Planning
To establish a framework for the continual effort to the planning and guidance of the
Huntington Trails & Greenways program.
•

•

•

•

The Huntington Trails & Greenways
Master Plan will best be implemented
through a public-private partnership
and will require a coordinated effort
by the City of Huntington and private
citizens. To develop this partnership
the following should be considered:
- Establishment of a private, nonprofit 501 (c)(3) corporation formed
to serve as a parks, recreation,
trails & greenways foundation to
raise money from the private sector
for use on parks, recreation, trails &
greenways.
- Creation of a Trails & Greenways
Advisory Committee by the City of
Huntington comprised of private
citizens, local organizations and
business leaders to provide input
and guidance in the development of
trails and greenways. Be a local
and regional strong advocate of
trails and greenways. Work closely
with city departments.
Encourage implementation of the
Huntington Trails & Greenways
Master Plan through regulation, City
and County Comprehensive plan
updates, plan administration, capital
improvement budgeting and other
strategies.
Work with City and County Planning
Departments to create and establish a
“Greenway” zoning classification for
the protection of natural resources
and open spaces.
Establish
a
Bicycle
Advisory
Committee to review bikeway routes,
provide feedback on route changes
and new routes, provide ideas for a
bicycle program, and to provide policy
guidelines on bicycle issues.
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•

•

•
•

Work with City and County officials to
promote trails and greenways as an
integral element in transportation
planning.
Work with City and County Planning
Department to encourage new
residential developments to provide
trails within the development with
links to the overall trail and greenway
system.
Encourage
development
of
greenways and greenspace in
revitalization projects.
Establish an “Adopt–a-Greenway”
and “Adopt-a-Trail” programs to
include participation among local
businesses, industry, neighborhood
and civic organizations.
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The success of the Huntington Trails & Greenways Master Plan will require:
Partnerships – it will necessitate increased levels of inter-departmental,
inter-jurisdictional and public-private cooperation.
Patience and Perseverance – as resources are focused on specific
priorities, patience and strong perseverance will be needed to stay the
course.
Commitment – to support the trails & greenways master plan and funding
sources for the implementation of the priorities.
The preparation of the Huntington Trails & Greenways Master Plan demonstrates the
commitment by the Parks and Recreation Board to reach its goals for a trail and greenway
system for the community. The City of Huntington and its residents are fortunate to have a
dedicated Parks and Recreation Board and Staff that exhibit the qualities necessary to lead
park and recreation in Huntington into the future.
Attempts were made for route layouts of proposed trails and greenways follow existing open
corridors and public right of ways. In some areas, proposed routes are shown in property
under private ownership. It is important that during the next phase of detailed planning, that
route layouts are examined and land ownership investigated. While this trail and greenway
document is a master plan for the City of Huntington, it should be used as a tool and
guidelines for implementation of the priorities contained herein and assist in the decision
making for trail and greenways opportunities and funding.
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Existing Conditions
•

Planning Efforts

Trail and greenway planning occurs on several levels – local, regional and state. Each may
have different priorities but similar goals of providing trail opportunities. The State of Indiana
has made a commitment for greenways with the appointment of a state greenways coordinator
and the completion of “Hoosiers on the Move”, a state-wide greenway study. This study
identified state priority greenways in Huntington County along the Wabash River and US 24
Highway corridor. Region III-A is the regional planning agency that can provide planning
assistance. With its Rural Planning Organization (RPO) designation, Region III-A can provide
transportation assistance, especially with Indiana Department of Transportation –
Transportation Enhancement grant applications. For almost twenty years, several planning
efforts were conducted by local groups and organizations for development of a river greenway
in downtown Huntington.
The purpose of this trails and greenways master plan is to pull together several previous efforts
and prepare a comprehensive master plan for trails, greenway and bikeways for the Huntington
community.
Local Planning
Below is a brief summary of previous local planning efforts for the development of a trails
and greenway system.
1987 Steering Committee
A committee was formed by the Huntington Park and Recreation Board for the River
Greenway Project. The goal of the committee was to plan for the best use of the
land along the Little River and for the former Erie Railroad corridor.
Committee recommendations included:
1. The Little River from Broadway Street to Forks of the Wabash.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.

A walkway and bike way along the river.
Walkway under the bridges.
Cleaning and maintaining the river and its banks.
Landscaping sections of the river (mowed lawns, flowers, no weeds or undergrowth,
more trees in some sections – more natural in others).
Bridge the river at Elmwood Park.
Blend the landscaping into the natural setting.
A fountain in the river east of the dam.
Colored lights in the dam that would shine through the water.
A canoe rental west of the Jefferson Street bridge.
A bridge (foot) from north or south bank to the Jefferson Street island where there
would be an observation platform, benches and a fishing platform.
On the south bank at the dam have a restaurant stretch over the river to the north
bank. The restaurant would be city run and owned.
Near Jefferson Street on the banks have a museum built, a small frontier settlement,
and a depot for tour trains.
At the Erie Triangle we should landscape, build a pavilion, build a fishing platform,
have a fishing area, stock with water fowl and put in park equipment.
Docking area for boats.
Public street and alleyway access to riverway.
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2. The Erie Trace (former Erie Railroad line) from Hwy 24 to Broadway Street.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

Use the railroad bed for the walkway and bikeway.
Minor landscaping.
Old fashion covered bridge.
Adapt land in natural manner.
Flowers.
Possible connection with Hiers Park.
Hwy 24 – build railroad depot for tour trains.
Hwy 24 – Railroad museum.
Bike rental.

3. Erie Yards Park
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.

A community gym.
Three to five hole golf course.
Miniature golf course.
Softball diamonds.
Outdoor sand volleyball courts.
Park equipment.
Sports complex.
A large wooden play train.
Olympic size swimming pool.
Outdoor theatre.
Railroad dining cars could be a restaurant for indoor dining.
Cabooses could be snack bars.
A depot for the tour train.
A “toonerville trolley” or “hand car” track (maybe horse drawn trolleys) over the
existing track bed.
o. A dirt bike track to take the place of the motorcross at Lake Clare.
p. Industrial development.

1993 Huntington River Walk Study
Conceptual planning and cost estimate for proposed riverwalk trail.

(Conducted by MSKTD

& Associates, Inc.)

1994 InDOT - Transportation Enhancement Application
Proposed trail development along the Little River from Riverside Park to Elmwood
Park. (Prepared by Keely Phelps & Associates, Inc.)
1995 Huntington River Walk
Updated cost estimate for 1994 InDOT application. (Conducted by Fitch Associates)
1999 Huntington Rivergreenway
Conceptual planning and design for proposed rivergreenway.

(Prepared by Stevens

Associates / AECON, Inc.)

2001 River Greenway Master Plan
Conceptual planning and design for a proposed trail along the Little River from
Jefferson Street to Elmwood Park. (Prepared by Gove Associates, Inc.)
2003 InDOT - Transportation Enhancement Application
Proposed trail development along the Little River from Jefferson Street to Elmwood
Park. (Prepared by Gove Associates, Inc.)
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2004 InDOT - Transportation Enhancement Application
Resubmittal of application for proposed trail development along the Little River from
Jefferson Street to Elmwood Park. (Prepared by Gove Associates, Inc.)
2005 Huntington River Center
THE B.E.T. (Business, Entertainment, and Tourism) Plan for the Revitalization of
Downtown Huntington, formed by a group of local business and community leaders.
Focal Point: Develop a Huntington River Center
1. Redevelop the land between the Herald Press Building and Byron Street along East
State Street on the north side of the Little River.
2. Outdoor concert pavilion
3. Parking lots
4. Restrooms
5. Access to the River Greenway and the Historic City Walkway
6. Distinctive entrances on the south and north end of the Downtown area
7. Restore the facades of the downtown buildings
8. Attract distinctive shops, restaurants, and businesses to the downtown area
9. Utilize the “Transportation Theme” to create a distinctive climate downtown.

Focal Theme: Transportation –Past, Present and Future
Highlight the impact of transportation in the history of Huntington
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Indian and explorer canoe route
Canal
Railway
Streetcar
Automobiles- vintage and modern
Trucking
Airplanes
Bicycles

2005 Huntington County - V.I.P.
Subcommittee on the Arts, Recreation, Leisure and Beautification – Project #1
VISION - Develop a river walk/bikeway along the Wabash and Little River connecting
the reservoirs and various towns along the waterways.
1. Develop a walkway system throughout the country connected to the “River Center” in
Downtown Huntington.
2. Develop distinctive town centers similar to the Huntington River Center in each of the
communities along the rivers.
3. Seek grants in cooperation with other Huntington County communities.
4. Work in close cooperation with city, state, and federal government leaders.
5. Clean-up the quality of the water in the rivers and reservoirs and the appearance of
the river banks throughout the county.
6. Develop canoe/ kayak routes or other creative uses of our natural resources in the
county
7. Aggressively market the recreational opportunities at our reservoirs.
8. Work closely with the Department of Natural Resources.
9. Invite the involvement of local banks, businesses, hospitals, and foundations in
supporting this county development project.
10. Work closely with state, county, and city tourism networks.
11. Develop short and long term goals to accomplish the Vision.
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Regional Planning
Formed in 1974, Region III-A currently serves the Northeast Indiana counties of
Huntington, LaGrange, Noble, Steuben and Whitley, many of the border counties of
Allen County, Indiana (Fort Wayne). Region III-A is governed by a thirty-four
member board of directors and six member executive board, all are appointed by the
member counties and municipalities contained within the region, with one
appointment from the Governor of the State of Indiana. Activities of Region III-A can
be grouped into four primary categories: Community Development; Economic
Development; Housing Programs and Transportation Planning
Region III-A seeks to provide cost-effective and specialized knowledge and
assistance to its member counties and municipalities. We also serve as an efficient
regional point-of-contact for numerous state and federal agencies, including the
Indiana Department of Commerce, Indiana Department of Transportation, Indiana
Housing Finance Authority, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, U.S.
Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Economic Development
Administration and others.
Transportation planning is the most recent expansion of services at Region III-A.
The Rural Planning Organization (RPO) designation from the Indiana Department of
Transportation (INDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHA) is a recent move
by these agencies towards recognizing rural transportation planning needs. Region
III-A obtained and has maintained that designation since 2001.
On a regional basis, the RPO designation is significant for several reasons: 1)
Region III-A is expected to complete an annual Transportation Improvement Plan
and communicate the same to INDOT. Local elected officials, county highway and
municipal street employees and other pertinent groups are regularly surveys to
produce this plan. 2) INDOT relies on the RPOs for guidance with the annual TE-21
grant application processes. Region III-A’s role is to identify those applications of
highest priority and readiness to proceed, and work with those applicants that need
to strengthen their projects and funding requests.
In addition to the added, in-house
technology and expertise that has
enhanced all of Region III-A’s services,
the RPO designation is also a point-ofcontact and flow of information back to
INDOT and the FHA.
From
Transportation Enhancement (TE-21)
grant requests to INDOT project
programming for the region, Region IIIA is a valued partner. (Information complied
from Region III-A website)
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State Planning
In July 2006, the State of Indiana completed “Hoosiers on the Move”, the Indiana
State Trails, Greenways & Bikeway Plan. The Indiana Department of Natural
Resources in cooperation with the Indiana Department of Transportation, the
Governor’s Council for Physical Fitness & Sports, The Indiana Department of
Tourism and the Indiana Economic Development Corporation has produced this
trails plan to guide the development and expansion of a statewide system of trails to
be used for recreation and transportation throughout Indiana.
Indiana’s trails and greenways plan is a tool for improving existing trails and
developing future trails through sound planning and design. This plan identifies
issues impacting trails on a statewide scale and recommends strategies for
addressing these issues. It also serves as a comprehensive source of information
on recreational trail participation in Indiana.
Indiana Trails Goal, Objectives, Strategies and Actions
A trail within 15 minutes of every Hoosier by year 2016. The Indiana trails goal
will be measured in terms of having a trail within 7.5 miles of every Hoosier.
Objective 1:
Objective 2:

Partner Federal, State, Local, Not-for-profit and private
resources to build a statewide network of trails
Support non-state entities that acquires, develop and manage
trails

These objectives can be met through the following strategies:
Strategy 1: Improve coordination of trail development, planning and design at local,
state and federal levels.
Action 1:

Action 2:

Action 3:
Action 4:
Action 5:

Encourage interested and affected representatives including urban and
rural landowners, not-for profits, the agriculture community, businesses,
public transit and governmental entities to get involved in all phases of
developing new trails
Secure the participation of representatives in the health and wellness
profession and related businesses, such as insurance and pharmaceutical
industries
Ensure that trails are included in road right -of-ways, road abandonment
and bridge development and expansion projects
Include engineers, architects and planners during all phases of trail
development to ensure natural resource preservation and ADA compliance
Foster a working statewide support network composed of agencies,
legislators, planners/designers, organizations, managers and citizens
interested in trail development.

Strategy 2: Increase trail funding to provide trails to meet present and future
demand.
Action 1:

Action 2:
Action 3:
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Initiate and increase state funding mechanisms to augment annual
operating budgets and capital expenditures for acquiring and developing
trails
Encourage local initiatives for trail funding
Encourage and provide incentives for private funding for trails from such
entities as foundations and corporations
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Action 4:
Action 5:
Action 6:

Include funding for long-term trail maintenance in operational budgets
Encourage and support not-for-profits to acquire and develop trails
Encourage and support public and private partnerships that acquire and
develop sustainable trails and bikeways

Strategy 3: Acquire more land for trails.
Action 1:
Action 2:
Action 3:
Action 4:
Action 5:

Identify and extend opportunities for intra- and inter-state trail connections
Improve the acquisition process of former railroad corridors for trail
development
Advocate that trails be included in land-use planning, including renegotiation of road right-of-ways and bridge developments
Advocate that developers be required to set aside land for trails
Expand the number of areas available for the legal use of ATVs,
motorcycles, off-road bicycles and off-highway vehicles

Strategy 4: Provide increased education about trails and trail benefits.
Action 1:
Action 2:
Action 3:
Action 4:
Action 5:
Action 6:
Action 7:

Action 8:

•

Encourage and support research on Indiana trails and related issues
Inform the public about the health, economic and social benefits of trail use
Develop and distribute educational materials about trail use and
environmental ethics/etiquette
Distribute information on trails via the Internet and other media
Install signs that interpret natural, historical and cultural features of trails
Install multilingual signs where appropriate
Encourage the development of design guidelines that use standardized
signs and symbols to designate trail activities and facilitate trail navigation
statewide
Include health education information on trail maps and guides

Parks and Recreation

The City of Huntington is known for its parks, quality of services, and fine people. The
Huntington Parks and Recreation Department plays an important role in community life. Every
year thousands of adults and children visit Huntington and its parks. Each year the Huntington
Parks and Recreation Department experiences growth as it strives to meet increased demands
and needs as the caretaker of one of the city’s largest assets.
The Huntington Parks and Recreation Department has the responsibility of maintaining park
sites and facilities in the community. The park system is comprised of ten (10) parks and a
recreation center. In total, approximately 180 acres are managed and maintained.
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From the Huntington 2006-2010 Park and Recreation Master Plan:
Mission Statement:
The Huntington Parks and Recreation Department shall strive to develop and
maintain quality parks and facilities; to preserve open/natural spaces; and to provide
recreational programs and services which will enhance the physical, social and
emotional well-being of all residents of Huntington.
Trail Development Goal:
The development of multi-use trails throughout the community connecting parks,
schools and other key points. Extension of trails to be connected into trail systems
of surrounding communities and counties. An emphasis should be placed on linear
greenways and trails.
The proposed Huntington Trails & Greenways Master Plan would compliment the Park
Department’s mission and goal and it would enhance the quality of life of every resident in the
community by providing a more comprehensive recreational service and opportunity.
Park sites would be destination points along the trails and greenways system. Memorial Park,
Elmwood Park, Riverside Park and Yeoman Park would all be directly on the trail system. Hiers
Park would have a walk connection to access the trail network. Other park sites would have
access to the trail network through city sidewalks.

•

Historical Resources

History always is unfolding and opening new areas of discovery. To enhance the Huntington
Trails and Greenways, connections to the various historical resources in the community is
logical. Trails and greenways can be the common thread that ties the historical sites, parks and
the downtown areas together. Historical sites and facilities that will be adjacent or near the trail
and greenway system include:
Historic Forks of the Wabash
Huntington County Historical Museum
Huntington County Courthouse
Huntington City Building
Sunken Gardens at Memorial Park
Even since the early days, the rivers through
Huntington played a vital role. In the early 1800's,
an American Land Grab idealized the transfer of a
vast central portion of Indiana to the United States,
requiring the Indians to leave their land.
Specifically, portions along the all-important
transportation artery of the Wabash and Maumee Rivers were required as part of Washington's
vision to connect the Ohio River with the seaboard via the Tippecanoe, Wabash, and Maumee
Rivers along with Lake Erie and the St. Lawrence. A vital part of this corridor required the
acquisition of the land, northeast of Huntington, in the Fort Wayne area. This vital land area
was known as the Forks of the Wabash, where land would serve as a critical portage point for
the water artery between the upper waters of the Wabash and the Maumee River.
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Historic Forks of the Wabash
Historic Forks pays tribute to two hundred years of settlement by the Miami Indians,
to the woodsmen and traders who first brought western goods and ideas to this land,
to the craftspeople and laborers who built the canal and the towns, to the
businesspeople and farmers who brought prosperity to the Wabash Valley, and to
the school teachers and artists who brought Western culture to these lands. The
Forks preserves the story of the interaction between the Miami Indian nation, the
European settlers, and the American government.
In about 1834, Miami Chief Jean Baptiste Richardville (whose Miami name, Peshewa
meant "the wildcat") ordered construction of a council house at the Forks of the
Wabash. This council house was built in preparation for the treaty negotiations which
were held at the Forks in that year. According to several historical sources, this
council house survives as "the Chief's House" at Historic Forks of the Wabash.
Historic Forks especially recalls that uneasy era in the 1840s when the first
permanent white settlers were beginning to arrive in a land which no longer belonged
to the Indians but was still occupied by them. It is also the story of a great canal, the
longest in the western hemisphere, which brought in the eager pioneers and carried
their products back to the populous east.
Today, at the Forks you will find the 1840's restored Chiefs' House. This elegant
Federal style home served as the headquarters for the Miami, and three treaties with
the U.S. Government were signed on its lawn. The Forks is also home to a restored
school house, and the Nuck log cabin. The Nuck family came from Germany and
worked for the Miami Chiefs Richardville and LaFontaine. The Visitors Center and
Museum holds exhibits relating to the Wabash & Erie Canal and to the Miami along
with a Gift Shop filled with traditional arts and crafts. (History description adapted from Historic
Forks of the Wabash brochure and website)

Huntington County Historical Museum
Located on Court Street in downtown Huntington features exhibits and artifacts
showcasing the rich history of the Huntington County and the community such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prehistoric Artifacts
Miami Indian History
French Voyageur Period/Long
Portage
Wabash & Erie Canal
Pioneer Settlement
Erie Railroad Memorabilia
Military History
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

School & Sports History
Room Dioramas of Yesteryear
Extensive Historic Postcard Collection
Caswell-Runyan Co.
Schaff Bros. Piano
Local Industries
Farming Exhibits
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Huntington County Courthouse
A grand building on a grand scale, the 1904-1906
Huntington County Courthouse most closely typifies
the architecture of the Chicago World's Fair. Four
main entrances are defined by a group of three
round arches that reach two stories. Above these,
four pairs of carved stone classic columns support a
triangular pediment featuring a clock dial. The clock
is framed by classical figures carved in stone. The
main portion of the building is dominated by a central
dome topped by a "cupola" in imitation of a small
Roman temple. The massing and arrangement, as in
all neo-classic structures, is symmetrical. (Description
from Huntington County Community Network website)

Huntington City Building
Constructed in 1904, the building is an excellent
example of the Romanesque Revival architectural
style with its heavy stone arches, pointed towers and
massive proportions gave Huntington some of its
most impressive buildings.

Sunken Gardens at Memorial Park
Originally dedicated to Huntington in 1924,
this enchanting park, where graceful
fieldstone footbridges span a u-shaped pond,
and stone stairways lead visitors to the
gardens below, was erected out of an old
abandoned stone quarry. The quarry’s
natural rough-hewn stonewalls provided a
living
amphitheater,
which
architects
incorporated in the designing of the ponds,
walks, bridges, flowers and foliage. Today,
the addition of a Christmas light display during
the winter season has attracted thousands to
this multi-level heaven.
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Arts & Cultural Resources
The arts and cultural resources breathe life into a community. Trails and greenways can greatly
enhance the opportunities, experiences and expand accessibility of these resources. Trails
provide the vital links between people and the resources. Arts & cultural sites and facilities that
will be adjacent or near the trail and greenway system include:
Huntington University
United States Vice Presidential Museum
Huntington University
Founded in 1896 as Huntington College as a Christ-centered liberal arts institution of
higher education, located in Huntington Indiana with a strong historic and ongoing
relationship with the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, USA. With the
conviction that all truth is God’s truth, the University exists to carry out the mission of
Christ in higher education.
As a Christian university, Huntington is committed to developing the whole person,
assisting students to understand all areas of human knowledge from the perspective
of a Christian worldview, and preparing them to impact their world for Christ.
Huntington College officially re-opened as Huntington University with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony and special chapel service on Thursday, September 1, 2005 after
changing their name.

(Photo courtesy of Huntington University website www.huntington.edu)

The Huntington University Arboretum and Botanical Garden, formerly Huntington
College Arboretum and Botanical Garden, also known as the Loew Botanical Garden
and Arboretum, is an arboretum and botanical garden located on the campus of
Huntington University at 2303 College Avenue, Huntington, Indiana.
The arboretum was established in 1935. It is located on hilly terrain with creek
bottom, ravines, banks, and naturally wooded upland areas. Parts of the original
arboretum were flooded in the 1960s to create Lake Sno-Tip. The botanical garden
includes a specimen of every plant growing in Huntington County, Indiana. The
university also houses the Huntington College Herbarium, founded in 1903, and now
totaling approximately 10,000 specimens. Most were collected from Huntington
County and the Upper Wabash Valley Basin between 1905 and 1950.
A trail and greenway between Huntington University and the community would
provide an important link connecting people, students, facility and visitors together.
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United States Vice Presidential Museum
From indispensable patriots to infamous traitors, the United States Vice Presidential
Museum is the place to discover the unique stories of each man who has ever held
our nation's second most powerful office. The Museum's origins came from a small
group of visionaries in October of 1989 who realized that the time and opportunity to
create something special were then and not some distant point in the future. The
Dan Quayle Commemorative Foundation, Inc. was officially organized in 1990. One
of their initial projects was to organize a display of Quayle memorabilia at the
Huntington County Public Library. In February of 2002, the board of directors for the
DQCF changed the name of the facility from The Dan Quayle Center and Museum to
The Dan Quayle Center home of the United States Vice Presidential Museum. This
step was to better reflect Vice President Quayle's wish that the Museum educate the
public about the Office of the Vice President and the histories of those who have held
it. (Information from United States Vice Presidential Museum publications and website)

•

Downtown Huntington

As with many communities, Huntington in past years has been challenged to maintain a healthy
downtown as retail and business centers develop in other parts of the city. Huntington is
fortunate to have a strong municipal, cultural and historical presence in the downtown area that
cannot be found in the new development centers. Revitalization of downtown Huntington is a
community priority and the development of a trail and greenway system that links to the
downtown resources will greatly enhance revitalization efforts. The trail and greenway system
will also provide convenient and safe routes for residents to commute for work, shop and dine.
Huntington Bicycle Challenge
The Huntington County Visitor Bureau hosts an annual Huntington Bicycle Challenge
a two-day event sanctioned by the United States Cycling Federation and sponsored
by Three Rivers Velo Sport. This is an excellent community event that highlights
downtown Huntington and Huntington County and promotes bicycling.
The Adventure Race covers 140 miles in two days. Day One travels through the
southern portion of the county, while Day Two winds through the northern portion. All
courses start and stop in downtown Huntington.
A Scenic Tour is an on-road bike ride through
Huntington County. The course is 110 miles,
approximately 55 mi each day. The tour begins
and ends in downtown Huntington.

PLAN DEVELOPMENT - 11

March 20, 2007

Huntington Trails & Greenways
MASTER PLAN
Users & Needs Assessment
A vital step that needs to be completed before any trail planning and design can begin is to
understand the needs of the users. The majority of trail users are expected to be pedestrians
(walking, strolling, biking, running/jogging) for recreational and commuting. Consideration of the
needs for the various users will help set the parameters and provide guidance during the
planning and design of the trail and greenway system.
Pedestrians are the typically the largest user group of trails and greenways.
Consideration should be given to trail width to allow for people to walk side by side.
Pedestrians with children or strollers are typically a slower moving group. Their
needs include a wider, smooth trail surface and occasional rest areas.
Bicyclists are generally the next largest user group behind pedestrians, especially
with an increase in popularity of recreational and commuting biking. Separated and
shared-use bicycle trails will need to be considered to meet the needs of the
bicyclist.
Skaters (skateboards and rollerblades) prefer smooth trails
Consideration to trail width is important to allow for multiple users.

and

curves.

Accessibility – all trails should be accessible for people and all ages.

Community Survey
To gather information the Huntington Park and Recreation Department conducted a survey to
identify the needs and preferences for greenways and trails in the community. Surveys were
distributed throughout the community to various groups, organizations, community leaders and
residents. Approximately 100 survey forms were returned. Even though the return was lower
than anticipated, the results did provide a broad perspective of community needs.
Survey results indicated:
•

Walking and hiking rated the highest for outdoor recreation trail usage that
families or individuals enjoy. Bicycling and wildlife viewing were next.

•

Top use for a greenway was exercise and fitness. Recreation and to experience
nature & wildlife were also rated a very high uses.

•

80.5% of respondents responded favorably for a trail adjacent to their home

•

If buying a new home, consideration for close proximity to a greenway trail as a
factor in home purchase? 58.% of respondents were positive

•

Parks were the most important destination to be able to bike or walk to from
home. Shopping was the second most important destination.
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•

68.2% prefer hard surface, multi-purpose trails for biking, walking, jogging,
skating, etc.

•

Perspective on what objectives the Trails & Greenways system should fulfill:
Health – trails should be promoted as an important physical fitness and
recreational component of our community; and as an alternative transportation
route.

•

87.0% of respondents see a benefit of a trail system for the community and
businesses.

•

87.0% respondents are willing to pay more to live in a community with a wellconnected greenways trail system?

Advisory Committee
After the survey was completed, an Advisory Committee comprised of local officials, business
leaders and residents was formed. The group met on several occasions to review survey
results, develop a mission statement and goals for a trail & greenways system, outline priorities
for trail development.

Community Survey Results
1.

Where do you live?

 Within city limits of Huntington. (56) 44.8% of respondents
 Outside city limits but within Huntington County. (59) 47.2% of respondents
 Outside Huntington County. (10) 8.0% of respondents
2.

3.

What is your age?
Under14 years (0)
14-18 years (1) 0.8% of respondents
19-24 years (3) 2.4% of respondents
25-39 years (28) 22.6% of respondents
40-54 years (48) 38.7% of respondents
over 55 years (44) 35.5% of respondents
What types of outdoor recreation do you or your family members enjoy?
Walking/hiking (102)
Bicycling (paved trail) (63)
Wildlife viewing (59)
Fishing (51)
Historical/cultural (37)
Paddle sports (canoeing, kayaking, rowing) (37)
Jogging/running (29)
Horseback riding (19)
Bicycling (off-road) (14)
In-line skating (5)
Other Golf (6), Swimming (2), Gardening (2), Snowmobile (1), Hunting (1), Motorcycle (1), Camping (1)
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4.

How would you use a greenway?
Exercise and fitness (97)
Recreation (82)
Experience nature and wildlife (73)
Active transportation route to a destination (14)
Other Historical (1), Leisure (1), Shopping (1)






5.

What would you think about having a greenway trail adjacent to your home?
Love it (47)
80.5% of respondents responded favorably
OK with it (34)
for a trail adjacent to their home
Like it (18)
Don’t like it (11)
Don’t know (12)
Hate it (1)

6.

If you were buying a new home, how much would you consider close proximity to a greenway trail as a factor in
your home purchase?
 Very positive (29)
58.% of respondents were positive
 Positive (44)
 Negative (9)
8.1% of respondents were negative
 Very negative (1)
 Not a factor (41)
33.0% of respondents were “not a factor”

7.

Which location is the most important to be able to bike or walk to from home?
Park (64)
Parks were #1 destination
Work (17)
Shopping (13)
I will not hike or bike anywhere (11)
Restaurant (9)
School (6)
Other ______________

8.

Which location is the second most important to be able to bike or walk to from home?
Shopping (29)
Shopping & Parks were top picks
Park (21)
School (19)
Restaurant (18)
Work (11)
I will not hike or bike anywhere (11)
Other : Downtown (1), Friends (1)

9.

Which location is the third most important to be able to bike or walk to from home?
Shopping (38)
Shopping & Restaurants were top picks
Restaurant (19)
Work (13)
I will not hike or bike anywhere (11)
Park (11)
School (4)
Other ______________
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10. What types of greenways would you like to see in Huntington?
 Paved multi-purpose trails (biking, walking, jogging, skating, etc.) (110)
 Wildlife viewing trails (low impact trails in conservation areas) (61)
 Neighborhood connections (pedestrian paths linking schools and residential areas) (51)
 Fitness trails (42)
 Pedestrian promenade (gather places in business districts with seating, fountain, etc.) (38)
 Unpaved multi-purpose trails (hiking, mountain bikes, etc.) (31)
 Themed walking tours (local heritage, history) (28)
 Single purpose trails, specify type: ___________
11. Please check types of amenities you would like to see as part of the Huntington Greenway system.
Benches/rest areas (94)
Restrooms (86)
Drinking fountains (78)
Signage/trail markers (77)
Shade/cover (60)
Trailhead parking (59)
Other : Exercise Stations (1)
12. Excluding cost, what is your preference for a trail surface for hiking and biking?
Asphalt (72)
Recycled rubber (22)
Concrete (18)
68.2% prefer hard surface trails
Natural soil (9)
Wood chips/mulch (6)
Compacted stone (5)
13. Please check all statements that agree with your perspective on what objectives the Huntington Greenways
system should fulfill.
 Health – trails should be promoted as an important physical fitness and recreational component of our community; and
as an alternative transportation route. (106)
 Educational – trails and greenways should be used as natural classrooms, where students and visitors can learn
about plant life, wildlife, history, geography, etc. (78)
 Economic Development – the Huntington Greenways system should be promoted (marketed) as a community
amenity to attract the attention of businesses that could potentially locate here because of it. (76)
14. Would a trail system benefit the community or your business?
 Yes (99)
87.0% of respondents see a benefit with a trail system
 No (13)
15. How willing are you to pay more to live in a community with a well-connected greenways trail system?
 Very willing (18)
87.0% respondents are willing to pay more
 Willing (76)
 Unwilling (11)
 Very unwilling (3)
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16. Additional Comments?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

My wife and I drive to communities that have greenways to utilize. We take our bikes to area communities where we ride and
then shop, dine, etc. We would love a greenway in our community.
Good idea.
Our taxes are already difficult to pay, not a good way to pay for trails. There are grants available plus I would be willing to make
a donation or several. Hopefully some businesses would step up to the plate like they have in communities like Warsaw.
I think anything like Indianapolis Monon Trail would be a huge asset to Huntington. I don’t think we need any more “nature
trails”, the reservoir is good for that purpose.
No one uses the trail along the river and railroad we have.
One of the possible benefits of a greenway not addressed in your survey is an increase in tourism. My wife and I like to bicycle
greenways and often plan day or overnight trips to other cities to take advantage of this attraction. If we’re considering more
than one destination we always check for bicycle trails and will nearly always choose the city that offers trails. Muncie, Indiana
is a great example of what can be done with a paved multi-purpose trail. When we go to a city like Muncie, even for a day, we
spend money there. Our spending will typically include lunch at a nice restaurant of available and maybe even some shopping.
With the beautiful Huntington University campus and the Wabash River through the middle of town, Huntington would be an
ideal location for extensive walking and biking trails. Indianapolis was just awarded a sizeable grant to extend their greenway
trails. Is such a grant available to Huntington?
Where are these trails going to be if they are built? Who would build them? How would they be paid for?
Every community around Huntington has a greenway. Why doesn’t Huntington?
I don’t want to have than many people walking close to my property. Privacy & insurance.
Lived in Dayton, Ohio, they had river trailway for bikes, walking. Still remember it!
Broadripple’s would make an ideal model for Huntington to look at. We need one like theirs!
I think having water outlets would be a great asset. A place to canoe, tube, etc.
The greenway would benefit many people within the community and is a good idea.
We have heard about a greenway for well over 20 years! We are behind. Recently in the papers all counties that surround our
have these systems. Ft. Wayne’s is beautiful. My comment would be – when will we catch up and have these systems in our
community. Neighborhoods should be connected. Parks should be connected. There are virtually no bike trails in our town.
These greenways are an asset in any community. It’s time we get on board and actually start the system. We’ve talked too
long. Other communities are way ahead and profiting from their greenways. Have you seen Ft. Wayne’s Greenway map? It’s
amazing!
Check out greenways in St. Louis, Missouri. Busy all the time.
Huntington’s historical aspects should be integrated with these projects because the river, electric and steam railroad and canal
were so detrimental to the early development of the whole State of Indiana.
Perhaps a more rugged alternative route/loop could be developed in addition to a paved trail.
A grass route along side a compact surface such as concrete would draw an ‘older’ population of fitness enthusiasts. I know of
several individuals who have to seek out grass or dirt paths to ease stress on their joints.
Most of our schools in the Huntington Community School system already have outdoor classrooms or access to outdoor
classrooms. Our community is situated between 2 parks (Huntington & Salamonie Reservoirs) which also already offer free
access to wildlife observation as well as educational programs. Developing trails to use as “natural classrooms and for wildlife
observation” seems redundant.
Are there fundraisers to help promote this?
This is a good idea. It needs to happen! It would help improve the city’s reputation in our area.
These walkways should be handicap accessible. The new park recently built is not.
Splash pad is the best thing we ever did.
Overall – a good idea!
How is Ft. Wayne doing with their on the southwest side?
I think you should resolve the issue with the railroad since the logical start of a system is downtown.
Should have been done on the old RR tracks.
We need jobs not greenways.
Thank you for taking one time to initiate this effort. Moving from an area that had trails all over the city we really miss this
feature and would love to see it happen.
Exercise stations.
I believe a greenway would encourage parents to be active with their children. I believe encouraging a healthy active lifestyle
would benefit our community.
Huntington is in dire need of a community hiking trail. Take advantage of the river, the west & East canal, history.
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Trails & Greenways Benefits
Trails and greenways are immensely popular facilities. Trails are the top residential amenity
sought by homebuyers according to a study by the National Association of Realtors. Trails and
greenways earn enormous support from the benefits they contribute to community. It will be
through the development of trails and greenways, the residents of Huntington will discover new
reasons to support the greenway effort in their community.
The Trails and Greenways Clearinghouse in their publication Benefits of Trails and Greenways,
highlight the benefit of trails.
“Trails and greenways positively impact individuals and improve communities by
providing not only recreation and transportation opportunities, but also by influencing
economic and community development. Some of the many trails and greenways
benefits include:
o
o
o
o
o
o

Making communities better places to live by preserving and creating open spaces;
Encouraging physical fitness and healthy lifestyles;
Creating new opportunities for outdoor recreation and non-motorized transportation;
Strengthening local economies;
Protecting the environment; and
Preserving culturally and historically valuable areas.”

Refer to Appendix for additional information from the Trails and Greenways Clearinghouse.
Health and Recreation Benefits
It has been shown where trails have been built, people become more active. Only about 20% of
Americans participate in the recommended amount of daily activity according to a 1996 Surgeon
General report. Over one-fourth of Americans are totally inactive. Trails and greenways
provide places and opportunities for leisurely exercise to accomplish public health goals.
The proposed trails and greenways system for Huntington will complement the existing parks
and recreation facilities and can help meet the passive recreation needs of the community.
Passive recreation is a key component for a growing population of older residents.
Transportation Benefits
Typically, communities have experienced growth in the form of suburban sprawl increasing the
dependency on the automobile. Huntington is no different with new housing developments
around its perimeter. Trails and greenways provide an alternative transportation network that
can relieve the congestion of streets and roads. They can also offer viable connections
between residential neighborhoods, places of work and business, schools, parks, downtown
areas, shopping and cultural opportunities. National surveys by the Federal Highway
Administration have shown that Americans are willing to walk as far as two miles to a
destination and bike as far as five miles. A goal of the Huntington Trail and Greenway Master
Plan to develop a trail network to reach as many residents of Huntington and make connections
to destinations throughout the community.
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Economic Benefits
People are attracted to trails and greenways and people spend money. Tourism can play a vital
role in Huntington’s economy and the implementation of the trails and greenways master plan
can further the efforts. Trails and open spaces also increase property values. Businesses cite
parks and trails as the number one factor they use in choosing new locations, with a good
quality of life. (source: www.railtrails.org).
Cultural Benefits
Trails and greenways can heighten cultural opportunities and protect historical resources in
Huntington. Connections with the Forks of the Wabash, Historical Museum, downtown area and
other historical and cultural sites/facilities will increase a sense of community with residents. In
many communities, trails and greenways have become a “main streets” where friends meet and
children play. These new main streets have become an asset for communities activities.
Environmental Benefits
Trails and greenways can preserve natural areas and waterways, they can protect open spaces
which filter stormwater pollutants, and play vital roles in flood management. As an alternative
transportation route, trails and greenways will relieve congestion and help improve local air
quality. Greenways and waterways provide essential food sources and habitat for wildlife. If
greenways are properly developed and maintained, they could become primary migratory
corridors for various wildlife. Education programs can be developed to inform trail users on the
environmental benefits of greenways.
Safety Benefits
Crime is a concern of many Americans
including residents of Huntington. It has been
demonstrated that increased positive activities
will decrease the negative activities. The
same is found on trails and greenways. The
more users on a trail, it reduces the
opportunity for crime along the trail. Many
communities have developed local watch
groups, trail rangers, etc. as effective methods
to help maintain a safe trail system. It is
recommended in Huntington that such a group
be formed in coordination with the Police and
Parks Departments.
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Key Partnerships and Roles
Successful trails and greenways systems have been developed through public-private
partnerships that take full advantage of community resources. It is through these various
partnerships that trails and greenways can evolve in cost-effective methods creating ownership
and investments through Huntington.
The Huntington Trails and Greenways Master Plan is a vision of short and long range goals
which is an ambitious and progressive. It will take a coordinated effort by the City of Huntington
and its residents who have the talents and abilities to persuade the community toward its goals.
The responsibility of implementation should not rest solely with the City of Huntington but must
be a collective effort by the entire community of Huntington.
Non-profit Corporation Role
Establishment of a private, non-profit 501
(c)(3) corporation formed to serve as a parks,
recreation, trails & greenways foundation to
raise money from the private sector for use on
parks, recreation, trails & greenways projects.
Trails & Greenways Advisory Committee Role
Creation of a Trails & Greenways Advisory
Committee by the City of Huntington comprised
of private citizens, local organizations and
business leaders to provide input and guidance
in the development of trails and greenways. Be
a local and regional strong advocate of trails and
greenways. Work closely with city departments.
A sub-committee of the Trails & Greenways
Advisory Committee is the Bicycle Advisory
Group, whose responsibility will be to review
bikeway routes, provide feedback on route
changes and new routes, provide ideas for a
bicycle program, and to provide policy guidelines
on bicycle issues.
City of Huntington Role
City staff will fulfill planning, design and
management functions for the trails and
greenways system. Staff will work closely with
the Trails & Greenways Advisory Committee,
Non-for Profit Corporation, Huntington University
and Huntington Park & Recreation Board. City
Council would make final fiscal decisions on
funding and implementation of the trails and
greenways,
with
consideration
on
recommendations from the Trails & Greenways
Advisory Committee and the Huntington Park &
Recreation Board.
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Mayor and City Council Roles
Appointment of members to the Trails and
Greenways Advisory Committee. One member
of the City Council and Park & Recreation Board
shall serve as a member of the Committee.
Huntington County Role
Coordination with City of Huntington and the
Trails and Greenways Advisory Committee to
assure continuity of trails and greenways outside
city limits to points of destination within
Huntington County and to its surrounding
counties. Work closely with regional and state
planning efforts on trail development.
Planning and GIS Departments shall assist the
Trails and Greenways Advisory Committee.
Huntington University Role
Coordination with City of Huntington and the
Trails and Greenways Advisory Committee to
assure continuity of trails and greenways within
limits of Huntington University to trail and
greenways connection points.
Huntington Park and Recreation Dept. Role
Responsible for the preparation of the detailed
master plans and construction documents for
each trail and greenway segment in coordination
with the Trails and Greenways Advisory
Committee and City of Huntington.
The
Huntington Park and Recreation Department will
be the primary steward of the trails and
greenways
for
its
management
and
maintenance.
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Huntington Street Department Role
The Street Department presently maintains all
city sidewalks and streets. The Department
should work closely with the Trails and
Greenways Advisory Committee and Park &
Recreation Department on coordinating street &
sidewalk renovation projects and efforts to
develop both on-road and off-road facilities.
Huntington Police Department Role
The Huntington Police Department should work
closely with the Huntington Park and Recreation
Department to coordinate trail safety programs
and security for the trails and greenways
system. Implementation of a bicycle patrol unit
may assist with the management and security of
the trails.
Civic Organizations Role
Local civic organizations and groups can be
active participants in the Huntington Trails and
Greenways system.
Fund raising events,
developing and maintaining trail segments are
important roles that these organizations and
groups can play. The key will be to match the
goals & objectives of the organization or group
with a specific need of the trail and greenway
program.

Local Businesses and Corporations Roles
Businesses and corporations can work with the
Trails and Greenways Advisory Committee and
the Non-for Profit Corporation to donate money,
materials and labor towards trails and
greenways projects. Segments of trails could be
sponsored or adopted for development and/or
maintenance. Businesses could provide trail
amenities such as benches, trash receptacles,
bike racks, lighting and signage that would link
their businesses to the trail and greenway
system.
Individual Resident Role
Residents are one of the most important
components in a successful trails and
greenways program. It is through their support
and continuing insistence to city officials that
trails become a reality. Residents can provide
support by donating their time, labor and
expertise to the trails and greenways program.
In some communities, the Park and Recreation
Department with coordination with the Police
Department, organize trail rangers that patrol the
trails and greenways during daytime hours. As
with any volunteer program, all efforts should be
recognized.

Opportunities & Constraints
Opportunities
The proposed trails and greenways have unique opportunities to fill gaps in the community. The
former Erie Railroad line could be utilized to provide a north-south connector through the city
and future extensions to neighboring communities. The Wabash River and Little River can
provide a more natural greenway for an east-west connector. In the future, if the NorfolkSouthern Railroad line becomes available for trail development, it will become a major linkage
through the downtown of Huntington.
These connectors will provide significant open space linkages with many of the city parks,
schools, Huntington University, historical & cultural sites and the downtown. These trails will
also serve as alternative transportation routes and enhance the community assisting in meeting
the goals of the city. The railroad and river corridors have the opportunity to become the main
spine of the trail network, reaching out to all parts of the community.
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Principal opportunities include:
o Using corridors to connect to other trails and greenways and communities.
o Pedestrian access to community resources such as parks, schools, shopping, museums,
etc.
o Alternative transportation route for bicycling and walking.
o Linkage between community and civic resources and sites. The Huntington trails and
greenways can be both a destination in itself and access to community resources.
o Enhance city’s redevelopment, housing and growth goals. Substantial improvements
will attract more people and greater use by the local community.
o Utilization of surplus or vacant land for revenue generating activities. Trails and
greenways can encourage special events and festivals.

Constraints
The proposed trails and greenways network has some constraints due to its location, especially
in the downtown area. A few present real challenges and some are social or political such as
safety, funding and long-term maintenance.
Real challenges usually require detailed investigation and take longer to resolve. They include:
o Development along the Little River and the Norfolk-Southern Railroad.
o Development along the Little River at the dam, east of Jefferson Street.
o Proposed bridge crossings on the Little River and Wabash River.
o Development of safe crossings at state highways.
o Land acquisition or granting of easements.
o Funding
Other constraints that will need to be addressed are safety, lighting and privacy of properties
adjacent to trails. These issues can typically be handled through design by creating attractive
and well-used public spaces that actually enhance public safety. Design elements such as
lighting locations & types, open and clear lines of sight and eliminating “hiding” areas along a
trail, emergency call boxes and fencing will help address public safety concerns.
None of these constraints would prevent a trail or greenway from being developed. Each
segment will need to be reviewed and examined to determine its options and methods. It will
require close monitoring as each project moves forward.

PLAN DEVELOPMENT - 21

March 20, 2007

Huntington Trails & Greenways
MASTER PLAN
Separated & Shared Use
The question to separate faster moving bicyclists from slower moving pedestrians or provide
multi-use trails is an issue for every trail project and community. Each project needs to be
evaluated for its location, use and destination points. Separated trails will allow for more
efficient travel and less conflicts between users. However, the cost of developing a dual trail
system can be determining factor.
Most communities develop a shared use trails that are designed to accommodate a variety of
users. Trail widths, turning radius, stopping distances, centerline striping and signage are key
elements in a shared use design. Shared use paths can provide many advantageous benefits
that include recreation areas, wildlife habitat corridors, transportation links, enhance economic
development opportunities and a healthy lifestyle community.
Important Principles of Shared Use Path Planning and Design
(Information from BicyclingInfo.org, Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center)

1.

Shared use paths are an addition, and complimentary, to the roadway
networks; they are not a substitute for providing access to streets and
highways.
The 1999 edition of the AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle
Facilities specifically notes that, "shared use paths should not be used to
preclude on-road bicycle facilities but rather to supplement a system of onroad bike lanes, wide outside lanes, paved shoulders and bike routes."

2.

Shared use paths function best when they are in their own right of way. Paths along
former railroad corridors or canals work well because they are likely to have fewer
intersections with roadways,

3.

Shared use paths are used by a wide variety of users traveling in both directions.

4.

Shared use paths need to be connected to the transportation system

5.

Intersections between shared use paths and roadways are the greatest challenge.

6.

Shared use paths should be designed based on the same engineering principles that are
applied to highways, but it does mean that principles such as providing adequate sight
distances and stopping distances cannot be ignored.
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Recommendations
The Huntington Trails and Greenways are to be considered a multi-use system with multiple
objectives and not just as a recreational resource. The trails and greenways will serve a variety
of users – pedestrians, bicyclists, joggers, roller bladders and others of all ages as they fulfill
multiple objectives. These objectives can include flood management along the Wabash and
Little Rivers while improving wildlife habitat and water quality. In addition to recreational
benefits, trails and greenways can provide environmental education opportunities. The on-road
corridors for bicycles and even the sidewalks can meet objectives for health & fitness,
alternative transportation routes which will lead to improved air quality.
Recommendations for a multi-use/multiple objective trail and greenway system for Huntington
was derived from the public survey and citizen advisory committee. Potential corridors were
identified in work sessions and evaluated to see how the fit the vision, objectives and needs of
the community. Potential greenways were located along natural corridors and man-made linear
routes in a manner that they help address multiple objectives.
Five primary corridors were identified as the main components of the Huntington Trails &
Greenways system. Those corridors were the Wabash River, Little River, former Erie Railroad
line, Norfolk-Southern Railroad line and a local drainageway. These primary greenways
corridors and the proposed bikeway network will form an encompassing “necklace” around
Huntington providing access to all sections of the community.
Wabash River Corridor
The Huntington community is fortunate to have a major river with key destination points of the
historic Forks of the Wabash on the west side of town and the IDNR J. Edward Roush Lake and
recreational areas on the southeast side. The Wabash River greenway will provide the vital link
between these two important destination points. The Wabash River corridor is also an
important component of Indiana’s trails & greenways network as identified in the State’s plan
“Hoosiers on the Move”.
In 1991 the Indiana Legislature recognized the importance of the Wabash River to by
designating the river as a heritage corridor and establishing the Wabash River Heritage Corridor
Commission. The mission of the Commission is:
The Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission, representing the Wabash
River Heritage Corridor, shall protect and enhance the natural, cultural, historical,
and recreational resources and encourage sustainable development of the
corridor. This will be accomplished by stimulating public interest, encouraging the
exchange of information, and supporting the establishment of common goals and
cooperative actions of people and communities within the Wabash River Heritage
Corridor.
In 1997, the Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission redefined its vision as follows:
“to help local communities preserve, enhance and interpret for the educational
and inspirational benefit the unique and significant natural, cultural, historical,
and recreational resources of the Wabash River Heritage Corridor; promote
public/private partnerships; create a corridor identity; expand a variety of
opportunities and linkages; and encourage a broad range of economic
development improving the quality of life for present and future generations.
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The following goals were defined for the Commission:
•
•
•
•

To promote the improvement of the natural environment of the corridor.
To promote the improvement of recreational opportunities in the corridor.
To increase public awareness of the corridor as a whole.
To encourage that recreational areas and trails are acquired and developed in the
corridor without the use of eminent domain.
• To promote the development of a better environmental ethic in the citizens and
communities of the corridor.
• To promote better cooperation between all of the groups and individuals with an
interest in the corridor.

The goals of the State, the Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission and the Huntington
Trails & Greenways are all common and will make a great partnership in the development of the
Wabash River greenway connecting Huntington to surrounding communities.
Wabash River Corridor Recommendation: City of Huntington to work closely with State
agencies and Wabash River Heritage Corridor Commission to acquire land and/or easements
along the river corridor for a future trail. Investigate and pursue InDOT Transportation
Enhancement grants and other state/local funding opportunities for greenway development.
Little River Corridor
Rivers are a great asset and a valuable resource for recreation and Huntington is one a few
communities in Indiana that is fortunate of having two rivers in their community. The Little River
provides a natural corridor through the center of Huntington stretching from the historic Forks of
the Wabash through downtown Huntington and to the eastern boundaries of the city. This
proposed greenway will provide an essential east-west corridor that will connect several
important destinations – Forks of the Wabash, Memorial Park, Elmwood Park, central
downtown, Riverside Park and P.A.L. Also it will connect to the proposed north-south greenway
on the former Erie Railroad line.
Little River Corridor Recommendation: Investigate land ownership along the Little River and
engage in acquiring land and/or easements, particularly between Forks of the Wabash and
Jefferson Street for proposed greenway route. Alternate route along West Park Drive should be
investigated also. Greenways routes between Elmwood Park and Jefferson Street should be
investigated for placement on the north and south side of the river to determine best option.
Routing of the greenway east of Jefferson Street to P.A.L. may involve some land acquisition
and/or easements.
Former Erie Railroad Corridor
This former railroad line offers an excellent opportunity for a north-south greenway within city
limits and further opportunities to extend to other communities of North Manchester, Markle and
Bluffton. It would provide an important link between Huntington University, Crestview Middle
School, Parkview Hospital and the future site of the YMCA to the downtown area.
Former Erie Railroad Corridor Recommendations: Land ownership, particularly between Gragg
Road and to just south of Taylor Street should be investigated and land acquisition and/or
easements should be a priority. Development of this greenway should be pursued through
federal and state grant programs.
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Norfolk-Southern Railroad Corridor
The Norfolk-Southern Railroad, an active rail line, runs east-west along the north side of the
Little River. A greenway along the rail line would enhance the trail network and provide an
important link through the town. However, as an active rail line, there are limitations and
restrictions for development adjacent to the rail corridor and will require in-depth investigation.
Previous attempts with the railroad company to gain permission for a parallel trail route were
unsuccessful.
Norfolk-Southern Railroad Corridor Recommendations: Continue investigation of a trail routes
along the rail line where minimal conflict will be encountered. Long term recommendation is to
acquire the rail corridor if it becomes available or abandoned.
Local Drainageway Corridor
A major drainage corridor bisects the eastern part of the city running southwest from P.A.L. on
Riverside Drive towards Riverview Middle School on Waterworks Road. A proposed greenway
along this corridor is recommended to provide an essential link from the eastern part to the
southwestern section of the city. The proposed greenway would cross the former Erie Railroad
line which would provide an important connection to the downtown area and points of interest
further north.
Local Drainageway Corridor Recommendations: Investigate land ownership along drainage
corridor for acquisition and/or easements. Verify limits of any existing drainage easements that
may be available for trail development. Pursue federal and state grant opportunities for
development.
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Bikeways and Pedestrians
A major component of the trails and greenways master plan is the Huntington Bikeways. The
proposed bikeway plan reaches all sections of the city. The purpose of the bikeway network is
to provide access throughout the city to the major greenway corridors and destination points. A
total of 20 loops were identified by the committee. The loops located around the perimeter of
the city utilize local streets and roads. Loops located within the central part of the city will utilize
sidewalks.
Bike Lanes and Routes (information from the National Center for Bicycling & Walking)
“On-street bike lanes are striped travel lanes for bicyclists. Bike lanes broadcast to the
community that bicycles are an important part of traffic, sending a message of welcome for
both those who ride now and those who would like to ride. Bike lanes serve bicyclists best
when they are striped on busier streets. Quiet neighborhood streets almost never need bike
lanes because traffic tends to be slow and sparse. Bike lanes on major arterial streets,
however, can require serious study and careful design. Many existing stripes will almost
certainly be in the wrong places. Some travel lanes may need to be narrowed or eliminated.
For this reason, bike lanes on major streets are often best done in conjunction with a major
improvement project or, at the very least, when the street is repaved. This allows the
engineers and work crews to "start from scratch" with fresh asphalt.”
“A bicycle route is identified through signing. The Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (MUTCD) describes the signs: all are green with white lettering:
(1) a sign with a bicycle on it; (2) a subplate with destination information; and, if
necessary, (3) directional aids. Because the signs are green, they are strictly
informational. This means that putting up bike route signs to warn or regulate is
wrong, although historically many jurisdictions have done just that. Yellow signs
should be used for warnings and white/black (or red) signs should be used for regulatory
messages. Creating bike routes can be very inexpensive. Once the specific streets have
been identified, a series of signs is just about all that's required.”
“Bicycles can easily replace at least some of the auto traffic that can choke a downtown.
Cyclists will appreciate:
 Marked on-street bicycle lanes with enough width to avoid opening car
doors
 Clear signage at appropriate pole height
 Where appropriate, bicycle-sensitive loop detectors for traffic signals
Bicycles, like automobiles, need secure parking areas. Well placed bike racks throughout
the downtown will go a long way to attracting cyclists into the downtown. Established bike
parking sends two important messages:
To bicyclists, it says "you're welcome here!"
To everyone else, it says "bicycling is
accepted here."
Good bicycle parking programs have three main elements:
 Bicycle parking in downtown and other business districts
 Bicycle parking at key institutions (e.g. hospitals, colleges, transit centers)
 Bicycle parking at new buildings and centers”

Planning for Pedestrians (information from the National Center for Bicycling & Walking)
”Downtowns that are inviting to pedestrians have uninterrupted, smooth, clean sidewalks,
no less than 5' wide and preferably double that or more in busy downtowns. Pedestrian-
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friendly amenities include: benches, water fountains, shade trees, flower beds, trash
receptacles, etc.
It sounds like a lot of elements, but careful design can put all of these amenities in place
without blocking the sidewalks. Lighting and signs scaled to pedestrians help create an
inviting place to be.
One of the most important considerations is pedestrian safety. Elements include:
 well-marked crosswalks
 curb ramps for wheelchairs and strollers
 pedestrian-activated traffic controls (stop lights and signs, pedestrian signals)
 well-marked slow travel speeds
 crime prevention through environmental design”

Bikeway Recommendations: Establish bikeway loops with signage. Prepare bikeway brochure
to promote and educate the public of the benefits and usage of bikeways. Coordinate with
Huntington Street Department and Huntington County Highway Department on road
improvements for bike lane enhancements.
Pedestrian Recommendations: The use of “Walkway Markers”, uniform route markers and
directional signs is a method that can easily identify designated routes. Markers should be
attractive, vandal-proof and cost effective to make, install and maintain. The placement of
“Walkway Kiosks” will help provide information and a possible revenue source for advertisers
and trail supporters. Promote a “Good Walking Facilities are Good Business” program with
local merchants and businesses. The program could highlight the economic advantages of
increased foot traffic and tourism. Coordinate with Huntington Street Department for sidewalk
and crosswalk improvements.
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Bikeway Examples
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Together the greenways and bikeways make up the
entire proposed trail network for Huntington. This
master plan defines the overall trail network and a
site-specific plan will be need to be development for
each segment for final determination of layout, level of
use and facilities.
The Huntington Trails and Greenways Master Plan is
a comprehensive, visionary plan that outlines potential
corridors throughout the community. The following
identify the basic steps needed to realize the
greenway vision.

Step One – Land Acquisition. Prior to detailed planning of any corridor or segment
of a corridor it is desirable to have ownership or control of the land. Land for a trail
corridor may be through acquisition by direct purchase or donation. Long term
easements should be considered when acquisition is not available. It is vital that
property owners be notified prior to beginning detailed master planning of a
greenway corridor.
Step Two – Detailed Master Plan. Preparation of site specific master plan for each
greenway corridor would determine route details, land ownership, costs and funding
opportunities.
Step Three – Final Design & Engineering. After Land Acquisition and Detailed
Master Plan steps have been completed, the construction drawings and
specifications can be prepared for the specific trail or corridor.
Step Four – Construction. Implementation of the construction documents and
development of the trail and facilities. Construction for a corridor may be conducted
in phases depending on available funding and time constraints.
Step Five – Maintenance and Management. After the trail or greenway has been
completed, maintenance and management practices should begin.
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Priorities
The Huntington Trails and Greenways Master Plan has been divided into 8 priorities for
development. These priorities have been defined based on starting and ending points, land
availability and funding opportunities. Each priority can be a stand-alone segment of the
greenway network and function independent of other greenway segments. The breakdown of
the trail network into priorities will help ease the financial burden of seeking capital funding.
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Priority 1
The trail for Priority 1 will be one the most visible and important trails in Huntington as it
provides a key link to the downtown area. The greenway begins at the Briant Street bridge and
extends east to Elmwood Park.
Starting at the Briant Street bridge, the proposed trail will follow along the north side of Riverside
Drive as a 8’-10’ wide sidewalk until it reaches the open space to follow along the Little River to
Jefferson Street. The trail will then continue with a pedestrian crossing at Jefferson Street and
using existing sidewalks to Island Park. A new footbridge will connect Island Park to the north
shore of the Little River. The trail will continue west along the north shore of the Little River
towards Elmwood Park running parallel with the Norfolk-Southern Railroad line. Further
investigation is needed to determine if the trail can go under the LaFontaine Street bridge or
need to be routed on city sidewalks. A second new footbridge will be constructed across the
Little River for access to Elmwood Park. At the Elmwood Park bridge area, the trail will split with
a second trail headed northward into Memorial Park opening up multiple opportunities.
Coordination with the Norfolk-Southern Railroad will be required for the trail route along the
north side of the Little River.
Funding for Priority 1 will be pursued with Indiana Department of Transportation Enhancement
Grant and local funds.
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Priority 2
The trail, an 8’ wide sidewalk, will then continue along the north side of Riverside Drive to Briant
Street. The trail will continue across Briant Street to Riverside Park. The existing sidewalk at
the roadway bridge will need to be examined for widening and renovation. The proposed trail
will continue north along the former Erie Railroad line where the existing railroad bridge will be
renovated for use as a pedestrian walkway to provide access to the north side of the Little River.
The proposed trail for Priority 1 will end at East State Street with a small park development.
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Priority 3
The trail for Priority 2 begins at Riverside Park and extends north towards Huntington University,
Parkview Hospital, Crestview Middle School and the future site of Huntington County YMCA.
The trail will start from the park site on the north side of Little River at the railroad bridge and
extend west to Briant Street. The trail will also start on Riverside Drive, utilized the sidewalk
along the east side of the Briant Street bridge and continue north on Briant Street to Yeoman
Park. The trail will continue through Yeoman Park towards Huntington University. There is an
opportunity for a small trail loop around the perimeter of Yeoman Park. Further investigation will
be necessary to determine the best and safest route to cross over Old US 24 Highway. An
alternative route is to follow Division Street west from Yeoman Park and then north along an
alley/utility easement east of Canfield Street and then turn east to Stults Road. The proposed
trail will follow north along Stults Road to Gragg Road. At this point the trail will be able to
access Huntington University, Parkview Hospital, Crestview Middle School and the future site of
Huntington County YMCA. Possible funding sources for Priority 2 include InDOT Transportation
Enhancement, IDNR Recreation Trails Program Grant and local funding.
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Priority 4
Priority 4 will extend the trail system to the eastern edge of Huntington along the Little River.
The trail will begin at Riverside Park and extend along Riverside Drive to P.A.L. (Police Athletic
League) offering a pedestrian friendly and safe route for children and families to participate in
programs at P.A.L. The trail from Riverside Park to Broadway will be an 8’ wide sidewalk along
the north side of Riverside Drive. As the trail continues east of Broadway, the trail route has an
opportunity to meander along the greenway corridor between the Little River and Riverside
Drive. Funding opportunity for this segment of the trail network include IDNR Recreational
Trails Program Grant, local funding and gifts/donations from the local community and
businesses.
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Priority 5
This proposed trail will create a looped network on the eastern side of Huntington. It begins at
P.A.L. (Police Athletic League), follows southwesterly along a drainage corridor to Taylor Street
and west to the former Erie Railroad line. The trail continues north on the railroad line to
Riverside Park, creating a loop trail with Priority 4 trail. A trail extension along Taylor Street will
link Hier’s Park to the trail and greenway system. Further investigation will be needed on land
acquisition and final trail routing along the drainage corridor. Funding opportunity for this
segment of the trail network is IDNR Recreational Trails Program Grant, local funding and
gifts/donations from the local community and businesses.
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Priority 6
The proposed trail for Priority 6 will provide one of the final trail links to connect the eastern
boundaries to the western boundaries of the community. This proposed corridor will extend the
trail system from Elmwood Park & Memorial Park to the historic Forks of the Wabash. This is
an essential link of the trails and greenways network linking several park sites and the
downtown area to an important historical/cultural site. Additional investigation is required to
determine which routing option will be the most feasible. Ideally, the development of a
greenway corridor along the Little River is preferred. An alternative route would be the
development along West Park Drive from Memorial Park to the Forks of the Wabash. If funding
opportunities are available, the development of both routes will create a looped trail system for
the western site of Huntington. Funding options would include InDOT Transportation
Enhancement Grant and IDNR Recreational Trails Program Grant.
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Priority 7
This proposed trail will extend the greenway system to the southern portions of the community
and possibly the Wabash River. The proposed route will begin at the intersection of Taylor
Street and the former Erie Railroad line and continue south along the railroad line until it
reaches the drainage corridor. The trail continues southwesterly along the drainage corridor
and south along open fields to Jefferson Street. The route crosses Jefferson Street and
continues west and southwesterly along the drainage corridor following it to Waterworks Road,
then west on Waterworks Road to link with Riverview Middle School and Horace Mann
Elementary School, with a potential trail link to the Wabash River. Funding opportunity for this
segment of the trail network is IDNR Recreational Trails Program Grant, local funding and
gifts/donations from the local community and businesses.
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Priority 8
This corridor has been identified as a greenway along the Wabash River from the historic Forks
of the Wabash and extending southeasterly to Edward J. Roush Lake and IDNR properties.
This has been listed as Priority 8 due to the intensive, complicated development, however due
to the State’s priority noted in “Hoosiers on the Move”, a coordinated effort with the various
agencies may allow for a earlier development. Land acquisition and routing will be the key
items to be determined during the planning and design phases.
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Cost Estimates
The following preliminary cost estimate is based on conceptual layouts. Costs based on current
InDOT trail estimates of $225,000 to $250,000 per mile. Costs do not include any land
acquisition and/or easements that may be required. Site amenities include benches, trash
receptacles, signage, landscaping, etc.
Contingencies and fees include boundary &
topographical surveys, soils and environmental investigations, professional services
(engineering) and project contingency.
The following cost estimates are preliminary and may be used for planning purposes.
Expanded cost estimates should be prepared for each segment of trail construction when
detailed plans are developed

Phase 1 – Little River Greenway
Trail development along Little River and Riverside Drive from Briant Street to Elmwood Park
with trail extension to Memorial Park, includes two new footbridges over the Little River.
10’ wide trail construction
7,320 feet at $45/ft = $329,400
8’ wide sidewalk construction
900 feet at $36/ft
= $ 32,400
New footbridge
2 at $100,000
= $200,000
Site amenities
35% of trail
= $200,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $140,000
Estimated Cost
$901,800

Phase 2 – Riverside Park
Trail development at Riverside Park along Riverside Drive, renovation of existing railroad bridge
over the Little River, extension of trail to E. State Street.
10’ wide trail construction
425 feet at $50/ft
= $ 21,250
8’ wide sidewalk construction
1,300 feet at $36/ft = $ 46,800
Bridge renovation
Allowance
= $ 90,000
Site amenities
35% of trail
= $ 55,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail/bridges = $ 40,000
Estimated Cost
$253,050

Phase 3 – Erie Trail North
Trail development from Riverside Park along former Erie Railroad line and Stults Road to
Huntington University.
10’ wide trail construction
7,600 feet at $50/ft = $380,000
8’ wide sidewalk construction
2,240 feet at $36/ft = $ 80,640
Old US24 pedestrian crossing Allowance
= $ 25,000
Site amenities
35% of trail
= $170,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail/bridges = $120,000
Estimated Cost
$775,640
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Phase 4 – P.A.L Connector
Trail development from Riverside Park to P.A.L. along Riverside Drive and the Little River.
8’ wide trail construction
2,000 feet at $45/ft = $ 90,000
8’ wide sidewalk construction
2,800’ feet at $36/ft = $100,800
Site amenities
35% of trail
= $ 66,780
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $ 47,700
Estimated Cost
$305,280

Phase 5 – P.A.L. Loop
Development of trail along the drainage corridor from P.A.L. to the former Erie Railroad line to
Riverside Park. Includes a walk extension to Hier’s Park.
10’ wide trail construction
7,000 feet at $50/ft = $350,000
8’ wide walk construction
700’ feet at $40/ft
= $ 28,000
Footbridge over drainageway
Allowance
= $ 50,000
Site amenities & signage
35% of trail
= $150,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $105,000
Estimated Cost
$683,000

Phase 6 – Forks of the Wabash
Trail development from Elmwood Park to the Forks of the Wabash along the north side of the
river.
10’ wide trail construction
8,350 feet at $65/ft = $542,750
Site amenities & signage
35% of trail
= $190,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $135,700
Estimated Cost
$868,450

Phase 6 (optional route) – Forks of the Wabash
Trail development from Elmwood Park to the Forks of the Wabash along West Park Drive and
the north side of the river.
10’ wide trail construction
8,000 feet at $55/ft = $440,000
Site amenities & signage
35% of trail
= $154,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $110,000
Estimated Cost
$704,000

Phase 7 – Eastern Greenway Corridor
Trail development from Taylor Street to Waterworks Road along the former Erie Railroad line
and drainage corridor, including trail extension to Riverview Middle School.
10’ wide trail construction
11,300 feet at $60/ft = $678,000
Site amenities & signage
35% of trail
= $237,300
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $169,500
Estimated Cost
$1,084,800
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Phase 8 – Wabash River Greenway
Trail development from the Forks of the Wabash to IDNR Edward J. Roush Lake along the
Wabash River.
10’ wide trail (5.5 miles)
29,000 feet at $60/ft = $1,740,000
Site amenities & signage
35% of trail
= $ 609,000
Contingencies & Fees
25% of trail
= $ 435,000
Estimated Cost
$2,784,000

Summary
Phase 1
Phase 2
Phase 3
Phase 4
Phase 5
Phase 6
Phase 7
Phase 8
Total

$ 901,800
$ 253,050
$ 775,640
$ 305,280
$ 683,000
$ 868,450
$1,084,800
$2,784,000
$7,656,020
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Funding Strategy
The combination of funds from federal, state and local sources with private sector funds can be
a successful method of funding trails and greenways. The challenge to the City of Huntington is
to seek methods to leverage local money with outside funding sources and increase
opportunities for trails and greenways development.
Federal dollars for trails and greenways have seen tremendous growth over the past years.
During 1973-1991 approximately $40 million was spent on development of trails nationwide.
Since 1991 with the passage of ISTEA and TEA-21 programs, over $600 million have been
spent and is growing.
Funding Sources for Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects
Bicycle and pedestrian projects are broadly eligible for funding from almost all the major
Federal-aid highway, transit, safety, and other programs. Bicycle projects must be "principally
for transportation, rather than recreation, purposes" and must be designed and located pursuant
to the transportation plans required of States and Metropolitan Planning Organizations.
Federal-aid Highway Program
National Highway System funds may be used to construct bicycle transportation facilities and
pedestrian walkways on land adjacent to any highway on the National Highway System,
including Interstate highways. 23 USC Section 217 (b)
Surface Transportation Program (STP) funds may be used for either the construction of
bicycle transportation facilities and pedestrian walkways, or nonconstruction projects (such as
maps, brochures, and public service announcements) related to safe bicycle use and walking.
TEA-21 added "the modification of public sidewalks to comply with the Americans with
Disabilities Act" as an activity that is specifically eligible for the use of these funds. 23 USC
Section 217 (a)
Ten percent of each State's annual STP funds are set-aside for Transportation Enhancement
Activities (TEAs). The law provides a specific list of activities that are eligible TEAs and this
includes "provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles, provision of safety and educational
activities for pedestrians and bicyclists," and the "preservation of abandoned railway corridors
(including the conversion and use thereof for pedestrian and bicycle trails)." 23 USC Section
109 (a)(35)
TEA-21 expands the definition of transportation enhancements from 10 to specifically include 12
activities. The list of qualifying TE activities provided in 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(35) of TEA-21 is
intended to be exclusive, not illustrative. That is, only those activities listed therein are eligible
as TE activities. They are listed below:
1. Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles
2. Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists
3. Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites
4. Scenic or historic highway programs (including the provision of tourist and welcome
center facilities)
5. Landscaping and other scenic beautification
6. Historic preservation
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7. Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities
(including historic railroad facilities and canals)
8. Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use thereof
for pedestrian or bicycle trails)
9. Control and removal of outdoor advertising
10. Archaeological planning and research
11. Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff or reduce
vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity
12. Establishment of transportation museums
Another 10 percent of each State's STP funds are set-aside for the Hazard Elimination and
Railway-Highway Crossing programs, which address bicycle and pedestrian safety issues.
Each State is required to implement a Hazard Elimination Program to identify and correct
locations which may constitute a danger to motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. Funds may be
used for activities including a survey of hazardous locations and for projects on any publicly
owned bicycle or pedestrian pathway or trail, or any safety-related traffic calming measure.
Improvements to railway-highway crossings "shall take into account bicycle safety." 23 USC
Section 152
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program funds may be used for either
the construction of bicycle transportation facilities and pedestrian walkways, or nonconstruction
projects (such as maps, brochures, and public service announcements) related to safe bicycle
use. 23 USC Section 217 (a)
Recreational Trails Program funds may be used for all kinds of trail projects. Of the funds
apportioned to a State, 30 percent must be used for motorized trail uses, 30 percent for
nonmotorized trail uses, and 40 percent for diverse trail uses (any combination). 23 USC
Section 206
Provisions for pedestrians and bicyclists are eligible under the various categories of the Federal
Lands Highway Program in conjunction with roads, highways, and parkways. Priority for
funding projects is determined by the appropriate Federal Land Agency or Tribal government.
23 USC Section 204
National Scenic Byways Program funds may be used for "construction along a scenic byway
of a facility for pedestrians and bicyclists." 23 USC Section 162 (c)(4)
Job Access and Reverse Commute Grants are available to support projects, including
bicycle-related services, designed to transport welfare recipients and eligible low-income
individuals to and from employment. TEA-21 Section 3037
High Priority Projects and Designated Transportation Enhancement Activities identified by
Section 1602 of TEA-21 include numerous bicycle, pedestrian, trails, and traffic calming projects
in communities throughout the country.
Federal Transit Program
Title 49 U.S.C. (as amended by TEA-21) allows the Urbanized Area Formula Grants, Capital
Investment Grants and Loans, and Formula Program for Other than Urbanized Area transit
funds to be used for improving bicycle and pedestrian access to transit facilities and vehicles.
Eligible activities include investments in "pedestrian and bicycle access to a mass transportation
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facility" that establishes or enhances coordination between mass transportation and other
transportation. 49 USC Section 5307
TEA-21 also created a Transit Enhancement Activity program with a one percent set-aside of
Urbanized Area Formula Grant funds designated for, among other things, pedestrian access
and walkways, and "bicycle access, including bicycle storage facilities and installing equipment
for transporting bicycles on mass transportation vehicles". 49 USC Section 5307(k)
Highway Safety Programs
Pedestrian and bicyclist safety remain priority areas for State and Community Highway Safety
Grants funded by the Section 402 formula grant program. A State is eligible for these grants by
submitting a Performance plan (establishing goals and performance measures for improving
highway safety) and a Highway Safety Plan (describing activities to achieve those goals). 23
USC Section 402
Research, development, demonstrations and training to improve highway safety (including
bicycle and pedestrian safety) is carried out under the Highway Safety Research and
Development (Section 403) program. 23 USC Section 403
Federal/State Matching Requirements
In general, the Federal share of the costs of transportation projects is 80 percent with a 20
percent State or local match. However, there are a number of exceptions to this rule.
• Federal Lands Highway projects and Section 402 Highway Safety funds are 100 percent
Federally funded.
• Bicycle-related Transit Enhancement Activities are 95 percent Federally funded.
• Hazard elimination projects are 90 percent Federally funded. Bicycle-related transit
projects (other than Transit Enhancement Activities) may be up to 90 percent Federally
funded.
• Individual Transportation Enhancement Activity projects under the STP can have a
match higher or lower than 80 percent. However, the overall Federal share of each
State's Transportation Enhancement Program must be 80 percent.
• States with higher percentages of Federal Lands have higher Federal shares calculated
in proportion to their percentage of Federal lands.
• The State and/or local funds used to match Federal-aid highway projects may include inkind contributions (such as donations). Funds from other Federal programs may also be
used to match Transportation Enhancement, Scenic Byways, and Recreational Trails
program funds. A Federal agency project sponsor may provide matching funds to
Recreational Trails funds provided the Federal share does not exceed 95 percent.
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IDNR DIVISION OF OUTDOOR RECREATION
SUMMARY OF GRANT PROGRAMS
Grant rounds and funding may vary pending state or federal approval.

GRANT
PROGRAM

HOMETOWN
INDIANA
Applications
may include
land acquisition
and/or facility
construction
and renovation.
Indoor and
outdoor facilities
are eligible for
assistance.

FUNDING
SOURCE
% MATCH
MIN/MAX
AMOUNT
GRANT
ROUNDS

ELIGIBILITY

FUNDS
AVAILABLE

State
Legislature
50/50
$10,000200,000
Funds not
currently
available

Municipal
Corporation &
5-Year Park and
Recreation Plan

$0.00
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WABASH RIVER
HERITAGE
CORRIDOR
FUND
Applications may
include land
acquisition and/or
facility
development,
conservation, or
enhancement
along the historic
transportation
corridor of the
Wabash River.

RECREATIONAL
TRAILS
PROGRAM (RTP)

LAND & WATER
CONSERVATION
FUND (LWCF)

SHOOTING
RANGE

Applications may
include land
acquisition and/or
development,
maintenance, and
ethics education
of multi-use trails.

Applications may
consist of land
acquisition and/or
outdoor recreation
facility
construction or
renovation.

Application may
consist of
development (not
purchase) of rifle,
handgun,
shotgun, and
archery
opportunities.

State Legislature

Federal

Federal

Federal

80/20

80/20

50/50

75/25

$10,000-250,000

$10,000-150,000

$10,000-200,000

$10,000-No Cap

Funds not
currently available

Applications due
by
May 1st

Applications due
by
June 1st

Funds not
available until
2007

Units of
Governments
(preferably Park
Boards) and
501(c)(3) not-forprofits. Projects
must be located in
one of the 19
counties along the
Wabash River
Corridor

Units of
Governments and
501(c)(3) not-forprofits

Park Board & 5Year Park and
Recreation Master
Plan

Units of
Governments
and Not-for-profit
corporations

Approx. $900,000

Federal
Appropriation
undetermined.
Estimated $1
million

$0

$0.00
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Limitations on the City of Huntington to fund the variety of trails and greenways in need by the community
are challenges to address. Overcoming these limitations and constraints will require use of the various
sources of funds available. Below is a brief description of the principal resources available to the
Huntington Parks and Recreation Department:

Funding Opportunities
Parks and Recreation General Budget – Annual tax
allocations from the General City Tax Levy, Auto-Air
Excise Tax and other local funding could be utilized
for both staffing and financing capital improvements
within the Parks and Recreation Department.
However, general tax dollars may be limited or
unavailable for extensive capital improvements.
Non-Reverting Account Funds -- Monies collected
from certain fees and rentals can be placed in one of
two non-reverting accounts. Funds are available from
the Non-Reverting Operating Account to offset
operation costs from administration of programs
within the Park and Recreation Dept. Funds from the
Non-Reverting Capital Account are available for
capital improvements in the Parks and Recreation
Dept.
Gifts and Donations Fund -- Donations of money, land
and time are important resources to any Parks and
Recreation Department. Donations are important
from the point that they can be used to match grants
from other sources.
Lease Purchase – Traditional mechanism used to
finance capital projects including equipment and
vehicles. City Council must annually levy a tax
payable from property taxes sufficient to pay lease
rentals, except that the levy may be reduced any year
to the extent other money is pledged or available for
the payment of the lease rentals (I.C. 36-10-1).
Cumulative Capital Improvement Funds – The Park
and Recreation Law 36-10-3-20 allows money to be
placed in a fund for the purposes of acquiring land or
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making specific capital improvements. The Parks and
Recreation Department can also make requests to the
City Council for funds from the general city CCI Fund
for specific projects. (Note: A CCI Fund cannot be
established if a Recreational Impact Fee is in place).
Recreational Impact Fees – In 1991, the Indiana
General Assembly passed an impact fee bill that
created an alternative funding mechanism for
infrastructure improvements in fast growing areas.
The essence of the legislation was to allow local
governments the option of passing onto new residents
the costs of building the new infrastructure expected
by those same residents.
Street and Road Funds – The City of Huntington
receives a designated amount from the State of
Indiana for public road improvements.
Trail &
greenways trailheads’ drives and parking lot lots are
for public use and funds from this account could be
appropriated to parks by the City Council.
County Economic Development Income Tax (CEDIT)
-- Income tax specifically for roads and road
improvement projects.
General Obligation Bond -- General obligation bonds,
which are retired by tax money, provide a funding
source for implementation of large-scale projects.
The Huntington Parks and Recreation Board’s
bonding power cannot be in excess of two percent
(2%) of the assessed valuation of the taxing district.
Hearings must be held and approval is required by
the City Council.
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A MATRIX OF LOCAL FINANCING TOOLS
Type of
Financing

What It Is

Who Pays

How Funds are
Being Used

Why It's Being
Used

Areas It's Being
Applied

How Long It
Lasts

Property Tax

tax on real
property

commercial and
residential
property owners

park, open space,
and recreation:
maintenance,
operations, and
capital
improvements

increased
usership and
demand; growth
management;
water quality
improvements;
public safety
issues

urban, suburban,
and rural areas

tax ongoing or
increased for a
defined time
period

Special
Assessment
District

separate units of
government that
manage specific
resources within
defined
boundaries

residents of the
district through
property taxes,
user fees, or
bonds

increased
usership and
demand; growth
management;
water quality
improvements;

typically urban
and suburban
areas

tax ongoing or
increased for a
defined time
period

Sales & Use Tax

tax on the sales
of goods or
services

purchase of
goods or services

park, open space,
and recreation:
maintenance,
operations,
acquisition, and
capital
improvements
park, open space,
and recreation:
maintenance,
operations,
acquisition, and
capital
improvements

increased
usership and
demand; growth
management;
water quality
improvements;
public safety
issues

urban, suburban,
and rural areas

tax ongoing or
increased for a
defined time
period

Real Estate
Transfer Tax

tax on the sale of
property

sometimes the
seller, sometimes
the buyer

increased
usership and
demand; growth
management

typically fastgrowing rural and
suburban areas

one-time cost to
home seller or
buyer

Impact Fee

one-time fee to
off-set costs of
infrastructure
caused by new
development

developer of a
project

park and open
space:
acquisition
(proceeds are
often deposited
into land banks)
park, open space,
and recreation:
acquisition and
development

growth
management

typically fastgrowing rural and
suburban areas

one-time cost to
developer

Bond-General
Obligation

loan taken out by
a city or county
against the value
of the taxable
property

city or county
through taxes
paid by property
owners

park, open space,
and recreation:
acquisition and
capital
improvements

urban, suburban,
and rural areas

bonds are
typically issued
for 15, 20 or 30
years

Bond-Revenue

loan paid from the
proceeds of a tax
levied for the use
of a specific
public project, or
with the proceeds
of fees charged to
those who use
the facility that
the bonds finance
tax on individual
income

city or county
through taxes
paid by general
population or user
of a service

park, open space,
and recreation:
acquisition and
capital
improvements

increased
usership and
demand; growth
management;
water quality
improvements;
public safety
issues
increased
usership and
demand; growth
management;
water quality
improvements;
public safety
issues

urban, suburban,
and rural areas

bonds are
typically issued
for 15, 20 or 30
years

individual
taxpayers

park: acquisition,
maintenance, and
capital
improvements

increased park
usership; growth
management

limited use to
date: suburban
community

ongoing

Mitigation

developer setaside of land

developers of a
project

wetlands and
natural areas:
acquisition and
protection

natural resource
protection

suburban and
rural areas

one-time cost to
developer

User Fee

fee that covers
the cost of a
service

anyone who
chooses to take
advantage of a
service

park, open space,
and recreation:
maintenance and
operations

increased park
usership

urban, suburban,
and rural areas

one-time cost to
user

Tax Increment
Financing

financing
mechanism used
to stimulate
economic
development in a
blighted area

property owners
when
redevelopment
results in
increased
property values

park: acquisition
and capital
improvements

economic
development

urban areas

ongoing

Income Tax
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Long Term Sustainability & Maintenance
It will take a coordinated effort between the City of Huntington, local businesses & organizations
and individuals to operate, manage and maintenance the trails and greenways throughout the
community. The vital components of trail and greenway system management include
operational policies, management of facilities, management of land, security and safety, trail use
rules and regulations, emergency response procedures and a risk management plan.
Operational policies – as trails and greenways are developed, the City of Huntington will be
faced with several issues. Below are a few policies that are suggested to be considered.
Additional issues or specific situations may be encountered during long-term development.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Naming of trails and greenways
Fencing and/or landscape screens
Management agreements
Right of public access
Use of trail lands
Cross access agreement
Adopt-a-trail or greenway

Management of facilities – all trails and greenways should be maintained in a fashion that
promotes safety. The City of Huntington, Department of Parks and Recreation should oversee
all maintenance, including any community/volunteer assistance.
Management of land – property, owned or non-owned, used for the trails and greenways system
should be maintained and managed in a manner that promotes public safety. To promote
safety, land should be managed such that a clear zone of vegetation is maintained along all
corridors.
Security and safety – All public facilities have a responsibility to provide a safe environment.
The trails and greenways will need specific well-defined policies for safety & security, law
enforcement and emergency & fire protection agencies. Trail use policies will require proper
posting, notification and education policies. It will be important that a system be established for
a timely response to safety and security issues.
Trail use rules and regulations – trails and greenways should follow the same rules and
regulations of Huntington Parks and be open to the public from dawn to dusk all year round,
except for special programs or events. A well-defined list of rules and regulations will help
minimize conflicts and problems that may be encountered. Below are the basic rules
established for the Asheville Greenway System. It is recommended that the City of Huntington
develop a set of rules and regulations specific for its trails and greenways system.
1)

2)

3)

Be Courteous: All Trail users, including bicyclist, joggers, walkers, wheelchairs,
skateboarders and skaters, should be respectful of other users regardless of their
mode of travel, speed, or level of skill. Never spook animals; this can be dangerous for
you and other users. Respect the privacy of adjacent landowners!
Keep Right: Always stay to the right as you use the Trail, or stay in the lane that has
been designated for your user group. The exception to this rule occurs when you need
to pass another user.
Pass on the Left: Pass others going in your direction on their left. Look ahead and
behind to make sure that your lane is clear before you pull out an around the other
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4)

5)
6)
7)

8)
9)

10)

11)

12)
13)

user. Pass with ample separation. Do not move back to the right until you have safely
gained distance and speed on the other user. Faster traffic should always yield to
slower on-coming traffic.
Give Audible Signal When Passing: All users should give a clear warning signal before
passing. This signal may be produced by voice, bell or soft horn. Voice signals might
include “Passing on your left!” or “Cyclist on your left!” Always be courteous when
providing the audible signal - profanity is unwarranted and unappreciated.
Be Predictable: Travel in a consistent and predictable manner. Always look behind
before changing position on the Trail, regardless of your mode of travel.
Control Your Bicycle: Lack of attention, even for a second, can cause disaster - always
stay alert! Maintain a safe and legal speed at all times.
Do not Block the Trail: When in a group, including your pets, use no more than half the
trail, so as not to block the flow of other users. If your group is approached by users
from both directions, form a single line or stop and move to the far right edge of the
Trail to allow safe passage by these users.
Yield when Entering or Crossing Trails: When entering or crossing the Trail at
uncontrolled intersection, yield to traffic already using the other trail.
The Use of Lights: (where permitted) When using the Trail after dawn or before dusk
be equipped with proper light. Cyclists should have a white light that is visible from five
hundred feet to the front, and a red or amber light that is visible from five hundred feet
to the rear. Other Trail users should use white lights (bright flashlights) visible two
hundred fifty feet to the front, and wear light or reflective clothing.
Do not Use this Trail Under the Influence of Alcohol or Drugs: It is illegal to use this
Trail if you have consumed alcohol in excess of the statutory limits, or if you have
consumed illegal drugs. Persons who use a prescribed medication should check with
their doctor or pharmacist to ensure that it will not impair their ability to safely operate a
bicycle or other wheeled vehicle.
Clean-up Your Litter: Please keep this Trail clean and neat for other users to enjoy. Do
not leave glass, paper, cans or any other debris on or near the Trail. Please clean up
after your pets. Pack out what you bring in - and remember to always recycle your
trash.
Keep Pets on Leashes: All pets must be kept on secure and tethered leashes. Keep
pets off of adjacent private property. Failure to do so will result in a fine.
Prohibition on Camp Fires: Fires, for any purpose, are prohibited within the Trails
System. Any person caught lighting a fire for any purpose will be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law.

Emergency response procedures – the City of Huntington should prepare and adopt a trail and
greenway emergency response plan to be able to effectively respond to natural or human
caused troubles. This plan will require coordination with the various city and county agencies –
specifically police, sheriff, fire and EMS. Other departments such as streets, highways and
parks will need to be included in the planning. A key component of the emergency response
plan is a clearly, defined procedures for 911 calls and their response. Agencies will need clear
route maps and access points and be familiar with the trail and greenway system.
Risk management plan – the basic principle of risk management for the Huntington Trail &
Greenway System is to maximize the safety of the users while minimizing the potential for
accidents. A risk management plan will not guarantee that all risk will be eliminated but it is a
vital step to minimize liability and improve safety. It is recommended that the City of Huntington
prepare a risk management plan that addresses identification, evaluation and treatment.
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Trail Maintenance
After the trail or greenway is planned, designed and constructed, proper maintenance is
necessary for the safe use, enjoyment and long-term success. It can be broken don into two
main components – Maintenance, a day-to-day operations and Stewardship, long term care.
Day-to-day maintenance operations are for the upkeep of the trails and greenways in a smooth
and safe condition. Operations would include trail sweeping, trash pick-up, debris removal,
vegetation mowing & trimming, sign repairs and other regularly scheduled duties. Stewardship
involves long term maintenance such as sealcoating of asphalt trails, repainting of facilities,
repair/replacement of damaged improvements & facilities and other needs that may occur on a
5-10 year cycle.
It is recommended that the Huntington Parks and Recreation Department prepare a trail and
greenway maintenance handbook that outlines the requirements and details of day-to-day and
long term operations. The maintenance handbook should be prepared jointly with the final
planning and design phase of the first trail development project in order to be ready to assume
maintenance upon completion. The maintenance handbook should be reviewed and updated
with each additional trail or greenway segment that is constructed.
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Design Guidelines
The recommendation for the design and implementation
of a trail is based on the understanding the purpose of
the trail and its users. A multi-use trail or greenway is
typically
non-motorized
and
will
accommodate
pedestrians and bicyclists.
It will primarily be a
recreational outlet that will enhance and connect many
community resources such as parks, schools, university,
historical & cultural sites and the downtown.
The guidelines discussed here are based on national
standards for trails and greenways and best practices
used in other parts of the United States. Each trail and
greenway project is different and these guidelines should
be used understanding that modifications may be
required to meet the site conditions and project needs.
Shared-Use Trails
Shared-use trails should be designed to accommodate a variety of users at the same time and
are separated from vehicular traffic. These multi-use trails are for non-motorized traffic, for twodirectional travel, and the width should suit the users and maintenance equipment/vehicles.
The 1999 “Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities” by AASHTO recommends ten (10)
feet is the standard width for two-directional multi-use trails and walks, with 2-foot wide
shoulders. High use trails and greenways should be widened to twelve (12) feet where
possible. In areas of constraints, the width may be reduced to eight (8) feet and 1-foot
shoulders. Vertical clearances for maintenance and emergency vehicles should be maintained
at 10 feet height.
Standards for the development of lanes, paths and trails used by bicyclists have been
established by The American Association of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO)
in their publication “Guide for the Development of Bicycle Facilities”. The guidelines included
recommendations for design speed, curve radii, horizontal & vertical alignment and should be
used as the guideline for the development of shared-use trails and greenways.
The slope of the trail should follow ADA recommendations.
Pedestrians: 0-5% preferred, no maximum slope
Wheel Chair Users: 0-5% preferred, 8% maximum for distances less than 30 feet
Bicyclists: 0-3% preferred, 8% maximum
Pavement surfacing for trails and greenways should be durable and maintainable based on the
anticipated usage of the route. Typically, trails and greenways are constructed of either a soft
surface or hard surface material. Soft surface materials include grass, wood chips or a fine
aggregate. Hard surface materials include asphalt, concrete or pavers.
Soft Surface Materials
o Grass or wood chips are usually used in low impact, low use areas that may be
inaccessible for larger construction equipment. They can be used in environmentally
sensitive areas where a hard surface is not allowed.
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o

Fine aggregate trail surfacing usually consists of a finely crushed stone layer placed over
a coarse stone subbase. They are typically less expensive to install and has a more
natural appearance. Fine aggregate trail surfaces are susceptible to washouts, erosion
and weed growth. They are not suitable for in-line skates and bicyclists do not prefer
them. Topdressing and recompaction of the stone surfacing every few years will be
necessary to maintain a smooth and level trail.

Hard Surface Materials
o Asphalt pavement is typically moderate in installation and maintenance costs. The hard,
smooth surface provides a continuous trail preferred by all users. Asphalt paving may
be susceptible to upheaving of roots and should not be used in flood plain areas. The
paved trail will require a sealcoat application every few years for long term upkeep.
o Concrete pavement is usually expensive to install and replace.
Maintenance
requirements are low and concrete can be used in a variety of locations and methods.
Concrete pavements can be colored and textured to emphasize a location or route.
o Pavers are the most expensive material for trails and greenways. The use of pavers is
typically limited to specific locations to enhance situations. Downtown walks and
trailheads are areas where pavers can be considered. Maintenance requirements for
pavers are typically low and repairs are easy.
It is recommended that the trails and greenways in Huntington be developed as a hard surface
pavement, a 10-foot width and slopes not exceeding 5%.
Bike Lanes
A bike lane is a portion of a roadway which has been designated by striping, signing and
pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists. Bike lanes can be part of
the roadway, adjacent to the vehicular lane; or they be a share roadway bike route.
o

Bike Lanes - can be designated with proper pavement markings and signage along
roadways where there is a high level of demand. Lane delineation will also help
define right-of-ways for vehicles and bicyclists. Bike lanes should have a 4’
minimum width, 5’-6’ recommended width to create a safe route. The lane should
be marked with a 4”-6” painted stripe and standard pavement markings and
signage.

o

Shared Roadway Bike Route –
are typically along roadways
without curbs. Shoulders of the
roadway become the bike route.
It
is
recommended
that
shoulders be paved, 4’ minimum
width, and standard bicycle
signage is placed along the
routes.

DESIGN GUIDELINES - 2

March 20, 2007

Huntington Trails & Greenways
MASTER PLAN
Pedestrian Walks
Pedestrian walks are an integral component of the Huntington Trails and Greenways system.
Existing and/or modified sidewalks will be used to supplement to trail network. They will provide
vital connections between neighborhoods, parks, schools and shopping areas, as well as
access to the proposed trail and greenway network.
Discussions with the City of Huntington and Street Department is required so planning can be
coordinated to allow for replacement, widening, etc. of city sidewalks that are part of the
designated route. An 8-foot sidewalk width will accommodate multiple users, including bicycles
if needed. Sidewalks should have a minimum width of 5-feet and meet ADA requirements for
slopes, curb cuts and clear path routes. Uniform trail and greenway signage, banners, lighting
and other elements along the sidewalks will identify the route as part of the overall network.
At Grade Crossings
When a trail or greenway crosses an existing roadway, an at grade crossing is required. This
creates a break in the trail route and poses a conflict point between trail users and vehicles. It is
vital that proper design and safety measures are used in these areas to develop awareness to
the trail users and drivers of the crossing and identify who has the right-of-way. Basic at grade
crossing principles are:
o The trail or greenway intersection should always be perpendicular to the roadway.
o The trail or greenway should remain separate from the roadway until the crossing.
o Adequate sight distances should be provided for trail users and drivers so the crossing is
clearly visible.
o Use existing intersections wherever possible.
Signalized intersections are
recommended.
o Provide proper signalization, signage, pavement markings, lighting, etc. in accordance
with AASHTO and MUTCD.
o Recommend “no right turn on red” at crossings to avoid conflicts.
o Install bollards to restrict vehicles from entering the trail or greenway.
o All crossings shall meet ADA standards with proper ramps and other elements.
Bridges
A pedestrian bridge can provide a continuous and uninterrupted route along a trail or greenway
corridor when faced with waterways and other obstacles. Bridges can also provide excellent
observation and viewing platforms for natural and historical resources. It some conditions,
bridges can be used to minimize impacts to environmentally sensitive areas. Basic guidelines
for bridges are:
o Locate bridges perpendicular to obstacles for the shortest span.
o Locate bridges and trails above the 100-year floodplain of waterways.
o Bridge design should accommodate maintenance vehicle width and weights.
o Install vehicle access control (removable bollards, etc.) at bridge ends.
o Railings to meet local and state safety codes – 54” height for bicyclists, 4” max. gap, and
handrails at 34”-38” height for ADA.
o Provide railings at bridge approaches.
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Trailheads
Trails and greenways are typically accessed at areas known as “trailheads”. Trailheads are
important because many will set the first impression a trail user or visitor to the community may
have of Huntington. Located at the starting and end points of trails and at intermediate access
points, trailheads designs typically include many of the following elements:
o Parking with accessible spaces.
o Bicycle racks.
o Signage.
o Benches and/or picnic tables.
o Trash receptacles.
o Site lighting.
o Play equipment.
o Drinking fountains.
o Restroom facilities.
o Emergency telephone/call boxes.
Each proposed trail and greenway in Huntington will need to be reviewed during the detailed
design phase to determine location of trailheads and which elements would be appropriate. At
specific trailheads, the development of a small “pocket park” may be desirable.
Signage
Along a trail or greenway, signage is required in many forms to provide valuable information to
the user on trail rules, directions, interpretive information and warnings. Signage for the
Huntington Trails and Greenways system should display a unified style with logo, colors and
format so that it is easily recognizable as the trail and greenway symbol. Signage should be of
durable, vandal-resistant materials that are easily maintained and replaceable.
Signage should follow the universal color system:
Orange – construction
Black/White – regulatory
Yellow/Green – vehicle crossing
Brown – recreational information
Blue – service information
Directional Signage – should provide specific information on locality and directions to users.
Map graphic, text, distance information to connections and points of interest should be
incorporated into the signs.
Regulatory Signage – provide the rules and regulations for trail users. Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) standards should be used as guide for placement, shape,
color and message.
Interpretive Signage – can be used to identify and educate trail users on significant historical,
cultural and environmental resources along the trail or greenway.
Warning Signage – will identify existing conditions or potential hazards on the trail and
greenway system to alert trail users.
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Site Amenities
Trail and greenway corridors are enhanced through the use of site amenities. These amenities
can contribute to the experience of the entire corridor or specific segments. Site amenities may
include design elements such as bridges, fences, gates & entryways, site lighting, landscape
plantings and site furnishings. Typical site furnishings for trails and greenways are benches,
picnic tables, trash receptacles, drinking fountains, bollards, fitness and play equipment.
It is recommended that specific standards for each site amenity or furnishing is established to
provide a consistent and uniform design throughout the Huntington Trails and Greenways
system.
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Rails to Trails Conservancy, 2005
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