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Memorial Park now even more
memorable
Veterans from near and far will now
have a beautiful place for reflection,
remembrance, and tribute in Memorial
Park. One of two ambitious projects
completed in the park this fall, the Veterans
Memorial will be officially dedicated on Nov.
7 following the Veterans Day Parade, which
will leave the high school at 10:00 am and
will end at Memorial Park.
“This memorial will be fantastic — it’s
topnotch,” says City Services Superintendent
Bob Caley. “Memorial Park is the city’s
premier park, and we feel that it’s vitally
important to recognize veterans of all
branches at Memorial Park. The Veterans
Memorial and the new Court Sports
Complex in Memorial Park have been part
of our master plan for years, but they’re just
now coming to fruition. Both the memorial
and the new courts will be something people
will enjoy for years.”
Built at a cost of approximately $750,000,
the Veterans Memorial is in the area
previously occupied by the old tennis
courts. The memorial features the Sherman
tank that was near the playground and
a Lockheed T-33A Shooting Star, a jet

trainer aircraft employed by the Air Force
during the 40s, 50s, and 60s. The jet is in
a beautifully landscaped area. There’s also
a wall that will initially showcase a formal
dedication plaque and plaques providing
information on the tank and the jet.
Another striking focal point is a granite
Purple Heart memorial with a U.S. flag
etched into it and a plaque with information
about the Purple Heart. This memorial was
the result of a grassroots effort led by Gloria
Holzinger, whose son Rob was wounded
while serving overseas with the Marines.
Holzinger put together a committee joining
businesses and community leaders to raise
$30,000 for the Purple Heart memorial.
“It’s absolutely wonderful for our
community to have this new infrastructure
in Memorial Park,” says Director of Public
Works and Engineering Services, Anthony
Goodnight. “I come from a family that
has close ties to the military, so it’s been
a special honor to work on this project.
This memorial is something the people of
Huntington will enjoy, and It’s something
that will attract people from outside
our community.”
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Don’t miss these family-friendly events!

It’s been a very
good year!
With this year almost in our rearview
mirror, Mayor Brooks Fetters took a
moment to reflect on some of the city’s
significant accomplishments in 2015. Tops
on his list of highlights are the new Rotary
Centennial Park downtown, the new Court
Sports Complex and Veterans Memorial
at Memorial Park, and some ambitious
projects that have put the city in line with
increasingly stringent Environmental
Protection Agency standards.
“Rotary Centennial Park is a celebration
of Rotary International’s presence in
Huntington for 100 years,” Fetters says.
“Over those many years, Rotary has been
a very valuable partner with the city in
a wide variety of meaningful ways. We
also wanted to further beautify the area
and make the downtown district a
desired destination.”
Located at the intersection of Jefferson
Street and Park Drive, Rotary Centennial
Park is a new gateway into the north end
of the downtown area that will feature an
ornate four-sided clock, a fountain, and a
gateway arch. The park began to take shape
after the elimination of a vacant building
that had been a longtime eyesore.
The redesigned Veterans Memorial and
new Court Sports Complex are important
additions to Memorial Park, the mayor says.
“The sports complex is part of our effort
to promote the health and well-being of
residents. The Veterans Memorial is our
tribute to all the people who have bravely
served our country. Our veterans deserve
all the appreciation we can give them.”
Three large projects put the city in
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compliance with the EPA’s Clean Water
Act. “These projects aren’t as exciting as
the other projects completed this year, but
they were necessary to promote everyone’s
overall health.”
The mayor also gave credit where credit
is due to city employees. “As always, I want
to commend our police and firefighters
for making everyone’s safety their upmost
concern—they continue to keep people
and their property safer by responding in
a timely and highly professional manner,”
Fetters says. “I also want to praise all the
other city employees for their outstanding
efforts on behalf of residents. And we
continue to collaborate with Huntington
University to create a better community.
“The focus of our accomplishments this
year has been to help people love where
they live,” Fetters says. “We want people to
enjoy a great quality of life in the city they
call home.”
The mayor is already anticipating further
important improvements next year. “By
the end of 2016, we’ll have completed eight
miles of greenway running east and west
and north and south,” he says. “Connecting
our parks, schools, and the university,
these trails provide an alternate route
that promotes health and wellness and
showcases the beauty of Huntington.”

Allison Timbrook, Park Program
Director for the City Parks and
Recreation Department, has
announced the dates and times for
three events that have become family
favorites. “Remember to save these dates,”
Timbrook says. “These popular events are
the source of some very special memories
for everyone involved.”
The Great Pumpkin Hunt is set for
7 p.m. on Thursday, Oct 22 at Heritage Hall
at the Huntington County 4-H Fair Grounds
at Hier’s Park. The rain date is Oct. 23. Kids
will love looking for eggs filled with candy
and coupons for local restaurants—and a
search for the Great Pumpkin. Remember
to bring a flashlight. In addition, there will
be prizes available during coloring and
creative-costume contests.

kin Hunt
Great Pumpnd
15
October 22 , 20

The Daddy-Daughter Dance is
scheduled for 6 to 8 p.m. on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday, February 19, 20,
and 21 at Heritage Hall at the Huntington
County 4-H Fair Grounds at Hier’s Park.
These three exciting nights of fun are about
all quality time for girls and their fathers.
There will be dancing, snacks, a live DJ,
games, chances to win prizes in a raffle,
and photo opportunities.
The Mother-Son Extravaganza is
set for 6 to 8 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday,
March 5 and 6 in Heritage Hall at the
Huntington County 4-H Fair Grounds at
Hier’s Park. These two nights are the perfect
time to bond for moms and their sons. The
boys will especially enjoy all the games, food,
friends, and snacks.

Daddy Daughte
r Dance
February 19th, 20th
, 21st 2016

Mother-Son Extravaganza
March 5th and 6th, 2016
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’Tis autumn,
‘leave’-ing you
with some new
chores
City Services Superintendent Bob Caley
has provided some valuable tips to help
residents keep the city cleaner, safer, and
running more smoothly during the upcoming
fall and winter months.
As beautiful as they may be—and fun
for kids to play in—falling autumn leaves
present a special cleanup problem. The city
will begin leaf pickup in October with its two
Xtreme Vac trucks. Two passes will be made
throughout the city. The goal is to be done
by Christmas.
“The best advice is to start raking leaves
into the tree lawn—the area between the
sidewalk and the curb—when the leaves start
falling,” Caley says. “If there’s no tree lawn
between the street and sidewalk, just rake
the leaves to the inside edge of the sidewalk,
but keep the sidewalk clear and open. The
new leaf collection trucks will reach over the
sidewalk in areas where there is no tree lawn.
In areas where there is no sidewalk, rake
leaves to the edge of the street. Please do not
rake the leaves all the way into the street, so
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that the gutter will remain clean and water
can flow. If you have a catch basin—or curb
drain—keep it clean so that water can drain.”
The City is continuing its successful Brown
Bag Fridays. Residents can put compostable
leaves and other lawn debris in brown paper
lawn debris bags and place them in same
area where trash cans are put out. For
pickup, call (260) 356-4720 by 7 a.m.
on Fridays. No plastic trash bags will
be accepted.
In addition, residents can still have large
items—old appliances, furniture, etc.—taken
away through the Orange Sticker Program.
Just purchase a $5 sticker for each big item
or bundle from City Services at 634 Webster
Street or from the Clerk-Treasurer’s Office
on the second floor of the City building, 300
Cherry Street. All Orange Sticker pickups
are done on Thursdays. When you have your
sticker and want to arrange a pickup, call
City Services at (260) 356-4720 or send a
message to street.department@huntington.
in.us before 7 a.m. on Thursdays. Set out
your items where you normally place your
trash. Among items that cannot be collected
in this program are TVs, computer monitors,
fuel tanks, batteries, oil, paint, solvents, and
tires.
When winter arrives, remember that
city ordinance requires residents to clear
their sidewalks within a reasonable time
after a snow event. “And when it comes to
shoveling snow, it’s always good to help out
your neighbors who may need assistance,
especially the elderly. That’s always
encouraged,” Caley says. “of course, we’re
usually out at night during and after a snow
event so that people can go to work in the
morning. We remove snow from curb to
curb and treat the street with aggregate,
a combination of salt and stone. If there’s
an ice event, we get the aggregate down
right away.”

An ounce of fire prevention saves lives
Cold weather will be here again soon and
winter is when the most home fires occur.
This is the time of year to make your home
as safe as possible.
“Prevention is always the key,” says
Huntington Fire Chief Tim Albertson. “and
fall is the time of year to address potential
fire hazards in your home.”
Albertson offers some great advice on
how to prepare for winter. “Maybe the most
important fire-prevention tool is the smoke
detector—they save lives and often limit
property damage because firefighters can be
alerted sooner and respond more quickly.
There should be a functioning fire detector
in every bedroom, outside every sleeping
area, and at least one on every level of the
house. If you heat with gas or use a wood
stove or fireplace, you should have a nearby
carbon monoxide detector, too.
“You should also have any chimneys or
smoke exhaust ductwork professionally
examined and cleaned annually,” Albertson

continues. “This is also a good time to
add insulation to your water pipes. Last
year, we responded to some fires caused
when residents tried to thaw frozen pipes
in an unsafe manner, such as by using a
space heater.”
As much as we love them, Christmas
trees come with their own inherent dangers.
But you can enjoy yours with a few simple
precautions. “First, choose a tree that’s
still very fresh and water it regularly while
it’s in your home.” Albertson says. “Make
sure to place the tree at least three feet
from any heating source and make sure the
lights you’re using are rated for indoor use.
Remove the tree right after the holidays or
when it begins to dry out.”
Year-round, the No. 1 cause of home
fires is cooking. “Alway stay nearby and be
attentive when cooking,” Albertson says. “If
you’re cooking with grease, have the lid for
the pan handy. Then if the grease starts to
flame, just cover the pan. Problem solved.”

“Prevention is
always the key”
Huntington Fire Chief Tim Albertson

Photos courtesy
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Did you know there are three different
options to pay your water bill?
When Payments Are Due:
Payments are due 15 days from the mailing
date. Dates will differ depending on the area
of town you live in, but will be noted on your
bill. Please note, payments received after the
due date are subject to a penalty!
Payments:
Payments may be made in-person at the
Water Billing Office (located on the first floor
of the City Building) or by mail. Please allow
enough time for payments to be processed
to avoid penalty. You may also use our
drop box, which is conveniently located at
the entrance of the Police Station. These
payments may be dropped off any time.

City courts healthy lifestyles with
new facilities
City leaders officially opened the new
Court Sports Complex at Memorial Park
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Oct. 2.
With a price tag of approximately $700,000,
the new complex includes three tennis
courts, two basketball courts, and three
pickle-ball courts. In addition,
the 12 existing horseshoe courts have
been refurbished.
All the courts are regulation, including
those for pickle ball, which is played in an
area the same size as a badminton court.

Previously, the old tennis courts were used
for pickle ball.
“We’ll continue to help the pickle-ball
league with its scheduling, and we may
organize leagues for other sports in the
future,” says Park Program Director
Allison Timbrook. “Our goal is to serve
more residents by providing additional
opportunities for sports recreation. We’re
really proud of this new complex, and I
think residents will take pride in it, too.
It’s really quite nice.”

For added convenience, you may pay
your bill at any of the following locations
throughout the community: First Federal
Savings Bank, Bippus State Bank, IAB, and
Lake City Bank.
Another option is the Automated Clearing
House, which is a free and easy program
that automatically withdraws your water
bill payment from your bank account every
month. All you need to do is complete an
ACH Authorization Form and return it with
a voided check to the Water Billing Office.
The form can be located on our website in
the city’s Water Utilities section, and can be
identified as the ACH Authorization Form.
If you would like more information on how
to pay your water bill, contact the water
billing office at 356-3220.

The Drain Is Just For Rain

Everything that goes into our drains ends up in
our waterways. Remember the Drain is Just for
Rain. Here are a few simple things you can do
to improve the quality of water where you swim,
fish or boat.
DO
In the garden…
• Sweep gutters, driveways and back yards
regularly and put the leaves and clippings
on the garden, compost or a bin.
In the street…
• Clean up pet droppings and dispose of
them in the garden, rubbish bins, or toilet.
With the car…
• Wash your car over gravel or grass and
use a minimum amount of detergent.
Renovating…
• Wash water-based paint from
brushes over the lawn.
• Allow unused paint in tins to
dry out and then put in the bin.
DON’T
In the garden…
• Hose leaves, dirt and grass clippings
down the drain or into the gutter.
In the street…
• Drop packaging or
cigarette butts on the ground.
With the car…
• Wash the car in the street.
• Empty the bucket down the drain.
Renovating…
• Wash
brushes
over
the drain.
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Veterans thrilled about new memorial
Rodney Funk—who has served as commander of
Huntington Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2869, district
commander, and state commander—says he and other vets
are excited about the new Veterans Memorial at Memorial
Park. The memorial will be officially dedicated on Nov. 7.
“This is a tremendous improvement for the community,”
Funk says. “We veterans are thrilled about it. We’ve done
whatever we could to support this project. The city has really
stepped up and done a great job of making this a reality.
It’s a wonderful, wonderful
tribute—top shelf, top of
the line.
“As state commander, I
visited all 154 VFW posts in
the state, and this memorial
will be one of the best in the
state,” Funk adds. “It’s really
special. And it’s located right
next to the Sunken Gardens.
It will be quite
a draw for the city.”
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