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Huntington Receives Communities for a Lifetime Award  

 

The City of Huntington has learned that the Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority (IHCDA) has 

designated Huntington Indiana as a Community for a Lifetime.   IHCDA has committed $662,000 for the City of 

Huntington to apply for to provide owner occupied rehabilitation work and to match the city’s money for sidewalk 

replacement in the Drover Town neighborhood of Huntington over the next two years. Pathfinder Services, Inc. has 

been designated by the City as the Grant Administrator and will work on behalf of the City to submit a more detailed 

application required to access the funds set-a-side by IHCDA. The Mayor of Huntington, Brooks Fetters, expressed 

that “he is very pleased with this substantial award and the impact it will have in improving the physical appearance 

and housing accessibility of Drover Town and it’s residents. He is grateful to the partners who worked on the 

planning and implementation proposal, including Pathfinder Services, Huntington Council on Aging, Huntington 

County Department of Community Development, and the members of the Steering Committee, who worked many 

hours helping to put the proposal together.”  

A Community for a Lifetime is a place that promotes physical, social, mental and economic well-being for persons 

with all abilities, across the entire lifespan.  It is projected that between 2005 and 2040, Indiana’s population will 

grow by 15%.  During this same time, our 65 and older population will grow by an astonishing 90%.  As the 

negative impacts of sprawling development patterns fall especially hard on senior populations, many communities 

find themselves ill-prepared to accommodate the needs that the aging baby boomers will demand.  To help prepare 

communities in addressing these issues, the IHCDA created the Communities for a Lifetime Program. 

In March 2012, three recipients—Huntington, Linton, and Valparaiso – were selected through a competitive process, 

receiving a pilot grant to study how to make their communities friendly for residents of all ages. These communities 

demonstrated existing stakeholder involvement focused on aging or related issues such as disability, liveability, 

quality of life, inclusive community or intergenerational action.   Once selected, the communities created a 

Communities for a Lifetime Implementation Plan that identified key projects, supported by data and need, in the 

community that would help allow residents of all ages and abilities to successfully live a more independent and 

community centric life.  

 

IHCDA then reviewed the Implementation Plans and selected all three communities to receive funding to help 

achieve their goals.   The implemented projects will solidify the communities’ designation as a Community for a 

Lifetime.   In addition to the implementation funding, IHCDA will be working with each community to identify 

further partners to assist with implementation and to carry on their Communities for a Lifetime initiatives.  

 

From Left to Right:  Mayor Brooks Fetters, John 

Niederman, President, Pathfinder Services, Jan 

Baumgartner, Pathfinder Services, Richard Strick, 

Community Developer & Pastor of St. Peter’s First 

Community Church, Mike Hartburg, City Attorney, 

Chris Kauffman, Pathfinder Services, Anthony 

Goodnight, City Director of Public Works and 

Engineering, Bryn Keplinger, Asst. Director of 

Huntington County Department of Community 

Development 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


